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ON  INTEGRITY  IN  PUBL IC  DECIS ION -MAKING

Influencing policy-makers is a core part of a democratic system. Lobbyists and advocacy groups 
bring valuable information to the policy debate. In practice, however, small powerful groups can 
exert influence to further their own priorities, often at the expense of the public interest. This 
influence is not necessarily illegal, and can take many forms, including:
 
• Uneven access to the decision-making process for example through lobbying public officials;
• Informal financing of political parties and candidates’ electoral campaigns;
• Providing governments with manipulated or fraudulent data; 
• Use of personal connections, leading to conflicts of interest;
• Foreign interests buying their way into a country’s domestic policies.
 
When such uses of influence steer the decision-making process away from the public interest, 
societies suffer. This is a major obstacle to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and addressing the biggest threats to our societies.

How to safeguard healthy influence?

In 2010, the OECD adopted the OECD Principles for Transparency and Integrity in Lobbying, 
which provide guidance on how to foster transparency and integrity in lobbying practices. 
However, since then, the way in which private interests influence governments has evolved, 
and additional insights may be necessary in order to safeguard that influence is being wielded 
correctly.
 
By exploring opportunities for collaboration between organisations and experts, the ambition 
of this coalition is to reach a better understanding of the current challenges around the 
processes of government decision-making, and to identify practical solutions to safeguard the 
integrity of such processes. It will also address the issue of abstraction and build on the impact 
of influence by examining case studies in key policy areas.
 
During the first meeting of the Coalition held in March 2018, influencers shared their 
perspectives on strategic issues that should form part of a conceptual framework on integrity 
in public decision-making, and discussed opportunities for collaboration. The second meeting 
will reinforce the relevance of influence and integrity in public decision-making, and discuss 
challenges in order to guarantee equal competition of influence in the process. The meeting 
will serve as an inclusive platform to constructively examine the many mechanisms of 
influence and identify ways to support governments to minimise the impact and risks of its 
misapplication, and to encourage a balanced influence of interests.
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This session will draw from specific examples in the health 

sector to analyse cases of unequitable influence of vested 

interests. To begin the debate, the OECD Secretariat will 

present an open database of 100 influence cases, together 

with a comparative analysis of the data. This aims to outline 

common trends and provide a way of identifying targeted 

strategies to tackle the diverse mechanisms of influence.

12:45 - 13:00 

Closing Remarks

 In Sickness and in Health: 

Equitable Influence of Health Policies

11:30- 13:00

 


