
Glossary of Terms 
 

Advisory/expert group: A Government advisory/expert group refers to any committee, board, 

commission, council, conference, panel, task force, or other similar group, or any subcommittee or 

other subgroup thereof, set up by Government (executive) or any of its subgroups to provide it with 

advice, expertise or recommendations. A Government advisory/expert group is comprised of public 

and/or private-sector members and/or representatives from civil society.  

 

Assets: Assets may include real estate, moveable assets (such as cars, boats), stock and cash. If only 

assets over a particular amount must be disclosed, please respond disclose and the public availability 

of disclosures (publicly available upon request, publicly available online or in print and not publicly 

available). 

 

Elected decision makers: including the president, prime minister and ministers in the executive 

branch as well  

as legislators (members of Parliament and Congress). 

 

Executive Branch: Is one of the three primary branches of a government in most democratic 

countries - the other two being judicial and legislative branches. It includes the Prime Minister, and/or 

the President, ministers or members of cabinet and all agencies/departments under his or her direct 

control 

 

Financial industry and/or financial market regulator/inspector in the central (national) 

government:  Board members and professional staff working at agency(ies) or ministry(ies) that 

regulate financial institutions and/or financial markets. Both markets conducting regulation and 

prudential regulation are included. The focus is on regulators whose primary role is specifically the 

financial sector or financial markets, such as the central bank (vs. regulators with general scope also 

including the financial sector).  

For example, this would include staff acting as regulators (e.g. Board members, Directors, employees) 

in the following institutions: 

 France: Autorité des Marchés Financiers, Autorité de Contrôle Prudentiel 

 United Kingdom: Financial Supervisory Authority 

 United States: Securities and Exchange Commission, Department of Treasury (including 

Office of the Comptroller of the Currency and Office of Thrift Supervision), Federal Reserve, 

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and the National Credit Union Administration. 

 Australia: Central Bank, Australian Prudential Regulation Authority (APRA), Australian 

Securities & Investments Commission (ASIC) 

 Canada: Department of Finance, Bank of Canada, Canada Deposit Insurance Corporation, 

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, Financial Transactions and Reports Analysis 

Centre of Canada, Office of the Superintendent of Financial Institutions Canada. 

 

Gifts: A “disclosure” response indicates that officials are required to disclose information on gifts 

they receive (even if disclosures only apply to gifts above a threshold amount). Please respond if it 

has to be disclosed and the public availability of disclosures (publicly available upon request, publicly 

available online or in print and not publicly available). A “No disclosed” response indicates that 

officials are not required to disclose information on gifts they receive. If officials are not allowed to 

receive gifts, please respond, “prohibited”.  

Some example will help your responses:  

 Country A prohibits individuals from accepting gifts over 50 euros. Officials are not required 

to disclose gifts below 50 euros. To update the table, the respondent answers “prohibited”. 

 Country B prohibits individuals from accepting gifts over 50 euros, and requires officials to 

disclose gifts below this amount. To update the table the respondent answers disclosed and 

the public availability of disclosures (publicly available upon request, publicly available 

online or in print and not publicly available). 



 Country C requires officials to disclose gifts over 50 euros; gifts below this amount are not 

required to be disclosed. To update the table the respondent answers disclosed and the public 

availability of disclosures (publicly available upon request, publicly available online or in 

print and not publicly available).  

 Country D requires officials to disclose all gifts but only if they total greater than 10 000 

euros in aggregate in a given year. To update the table, the respondent answers checks 

disclosed and the public availability of disclosures (upon request, proactively published and 

not publicly available). 

 

Income: While the salaries of public officials are made available to the public in many countries, 

other countries also require officials to disclose any income they obtain from other sources, either 

from compensation or investments. Please identify whether officials are required to report the source 

and/or amount of any income other than the compensation (salaries) they receive in the identified 

position. If they do so please, respond disclose and the public availability of disclosures (publicly 

available upon request, publicly available online or in print and not publicly available). 

 

Liabilities: Liabilities include any loans and debts. If only liabilities over a particular amount must be 

disclosed, please respond disclose and the public availability of disclosures (publicly available upon 

request, publicly available online or in print and not publicly available). 

 

Outside positions: Please indicate whether officials are required to report any lucrative (i.e. paid) or 

non-lucrative (i.e. non-paid or volunteer) positions that they hold outside of their position in 

government or parliament. If officials are not allowed to hold any outside positions, please respond 

“prohibited”. If officials are generally not allowed to hold any outside positions, but can do so if they 

receive special permission, please respond if it has to be disclosed and the public availability of 

disclosures (publicly available upon request, publicly available online or in print and not publicly 

available). 

 

Previous employment: Some countries require officials to declare the names of the companies for 

which they have previously worked. Please indicate whether this is the case in your country by 

selecting  “not disclosed” or “disclosed” and the public availability of disclosures (publicly available 

upon request, publicly available online or in print and not publicly available). 

 

Procurement agents/officers [Buyers]: While this position may correspond to positions in the 

private or non-governmental sector, your responses should only reflect the disclosure requirements for 

central government staff holding these positions. Tasks include: - 

 (a) determining or negotiating contract terms and conditions, awarding supplier contracts or 

recommending contract awards for the purchase of equipment, raw materials products, services and 

the purchasing of merchandise for resale; 

 (b) obtaining information about requirements and stock and developing specifications for 

quantity and quality to be purchased, costs, delivery dates and other contract conditions;  

 (c) purchasing general and specialized equipment, materials or business services for use or 

for further processing by their establishment; 

 (d) inviting tenders, consulting with suppliers and reviewing quotations;   

 (e) selecting the merchandise or products that best fit the establishment's requirements;  

 (f) interviewing suppliers and negotiating prices, discounts, credit terms and transportation 

arrangements;  

 (g) overseeing distribution of merchandise to outlets and maintaining adequate stock levels;  

 (h) establishing delivery schedules, monitoring progress and contacting clients and suppliers 

to resolve problems. 

 

Public official: any person holding an executive office of a country, whether appointed or elected, 

whether permanent or temporary, whether paid or unpaid, irrespective of that person’s seniority; and 

any other person who performs a public function, including for a public agency or public enterprise, 

or provides a public service, as defined in the domestic law of the country. 



 

Senior public official: Although the positions and responsibilities may differ somewhat across 

countries, most commonly senior public officials correspond to public officials immediately below the 

Minister or Secretary of State. They could also be a member of the senior civil service and/or 

appointed by the government or head of government. They advise government on policy matters, 

oversee the interpretation and implementation of government policies and, in some countries, have 

executive powers. They provide overall direction and management to the ministry/secretary of state or 

a particular administrative area. They may also provide guidance to middle managers in the co-

ordination and management of the programme of work and leadership in different policy areas.  

 

Tax and customs officials in the central (national) government: Government tax and customs 

(excise) officials examine tax returns, bills of sale  and other documents to determine the type and 

amount of taxes, duties and the types of fees to be paid by individuals or businesses, referring 

exceptional or important cases to accountants, senior government officials or Managers. Examples of 

the occupations classified here include customs (excise) officers, tax officers and taxation inspectors 

in central government. Tasks include: 

 (a) advising organizations, enterprises and the public on government laws, rules and 

regulations concerning the determination and payment of taxes, duties and other government fees, and 

on the public’s rights and obligations; 

 (b) examining tax returns, bills of sale and other relevant documents to determine type and 

amount of taxes, duties and other types of fees to be paid; 

 (c) investigating filed tax returns and accounting records, systems and internal controls of 

organizations to ensure compliance with taxation laws and regulations; 

 (d) performing related administrative tasks to document findings, maintain records and 

report on actions taken for cases. 

 

 


