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In light of its commitment to implement the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
the Romanian Government adopted the National Strategy for the Sustainable 
Development of Romania 2030 (SNDD) in 2018 to serve as the main instrument 
guiding implementation of the SDGs. This includes establishing SDG co-ordinating 
bodies to promote greater Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development (PCSD) 
across government structures and align policies to its SDG goals. Following this, 
in September 2019, Romania announced its commitment to introduce SDG 
budgeting at the United Nations High Level Political Forum in New York, and 
to operationalise the SNDD into an Action Plan and governance framework. 

To help address these commitments, the Government of Romania requested the OECD 
to undertake a Scan of the policy and institutional framework for PCSD as well as a 
Review of how to link policy planning and budgeting to support the implementation 
of the SDGs. The findings of these are presented in summary form in this brochure.

1999
Romania’s first sustainable development 

strategy developed.

2008
“National Sustainable Development Strategy 

of Romania. Horizons 2013-2020-2030” 

published.

2016
Parliament declaration of support for the 

implementation of all 17 SDGs

2017
Department for Sustainable Development 

created under the Prime Minister’s Office. 

2018
First Voluntary National Report presented 

at High Level Political Forum on sustainable 

development in New York

“National Strategy for the Sustainable 

Development of Romania 2030” published.

2019
“The Interdepartmental Committee on 

Sustainable Development” established and 

political commitment to introduce SDG 

budgeting.

 
2020
“Consultative Council on Sustainable 

Development” established. 
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KEY MILESTONES IN RELATION TO SDG IMPLEMENTATION IN ROMANIA
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Romania has a strong strategic framework in place to guide the implementation of the SDGs. 
Building on these efforts, there are opportunities to promote greater Policy Coherence for 
Sustainable Development (PCSD) as well as to further develop the government’s capacity to link 
policy planning and budgeting to support the implementation of the SDGs (referred to as “SDG 
budgeting”). Key recommendations in each of these areas are set out below.
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Key recommendations to support Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development (PCSD)
 
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic gives rise to challenges for governments in terms of balancing 
urgent priorities with long-term sustainable objectives. To continue to ensure policy coherence for 
sustainable development is given due consideration in this challenging time, it is recommended that:

1. A strengthened institutional framework accompanies the SNDD, bolstering the coordination 
roles of the Department for Sustainable Development and the Direction of Policy and Priorities 
during the policy cycle. 

2. A sustainable development lens is incorporated into key government documents and processes, 
underpinned by supporting guidance and coordination mechanisms. 

3. The capacity of the public administration is further developed to improve awareness of, and 
analytical skills in relation to, sustainable development.

4. The role of oversight bodies, such as Parliamentary Sub-Committee for Sustainable 
Development, is bolstered to provide greater scrutiny of government actions to implement the 
SDGs.

5. Existing sectoral indicators and multi-level dimensions are embedded in the development of 
National Sustainable Development indicators. 

Key recommendations to support the implementation of SDG budgeting

In light of the economic recovery efforts following the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ministry of Public 
Finance should ensure that decision-making facilitates stimulus measures that achieve the twin 
objectives of revitalising the economy and achieving progress against the SDGs. 

Implementing SDG budgeting more systematically will require the selection of appropriate entry 
points to the annual budget cycle. It is recommended that:

1. In the first instance, this involves introducing an SDG perspective to priority setting by requiring 
sectoral ministries to explain how their budget proposals support the achievement of SDGs. A 
natural next step would be for this information to be summarised in an SDG budget statement. 

2. As Romania’s efforts to modernise its budget framework progress, more sophisticated approaches 
can be developed. Specifically, Romania can seek to integrate consideration of the SDGs into 
Institutional Strategic Plans and performance setting. This will also open up the opportunity to 
introduce tagging of budget programmes linked to the SDGs and to develop a more detailed SDG 
Budget Statement. 

The implementation of SDG budgeting will be most effective through a supportive enabling 
environment, most prominently a modern budgeting framework. In particular, further implementation 
of ongoing reforms to link strategic planning and budgeting will be crucial. The Ministry of Public 
Finance will have an important leadership role in this regard.
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For further information: 
@OECDgov
www.oecd.org/gov

Contact: Scherie.Nicol@oecd.org or Anna.Piccinni@oecd.org


