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Virtual meeting on IFIs’ responses to the COVID-19 crisis 
 

Agenda  
 

Monday, 25 May 2020 

15:15 – 17:30 (CET/Paris time) 

 

15:15 – 15:30  

Log-on to Zoom platform and test of audio/video 

This meeting will take place remotely using the Zoom videoconference platform. Delegates are asked to 

connect to the platform 15 minutes before the meeting begins in order to test their connection and 

familiarise themselves with the functionality. Further guidance on connecting securely to the platform will 

be provided in advance.  

15:30 - 15:35 

Welcome and opening remarks 

Robert Chote, Chair, Office for Budget Responsibility (OBR), United Kingdom, and Chair of the OECD 

PBO Network 

Jón Blöndal, Head, Public Management and Budgeting Division, Directorate for Public Governance, 

OECD and Lisa von Tapp, Senior Policy Analyst, Public Management and Budgeting Division, 

Directorate for Public Governance, OECD 

15:35 – 16:30 

Item 1. OECD report on IFIs’ responses to the COVID-19 crisis 

Governments worldwide are taking unprecedented action to safeguard the wellbeing of citizens during the 

COVID-19 crisis, with large fiscal and economic implications. The OECD report examines the response 

of IFIs during this first rescue phase of the crisis, as they provide rapid analysis to decision-makers and the 

public. The report shows that the vast majority of IFIs have responded quickly, and that their mandates 

have allowed them to respond in a meaningful way. There is also evidence that IFIs voice is being sought 

out in the public debate. IFIs have played a particularly important role in supporting legislatures as they 

approve and oversee emergency measures. Following a presentation by the OECD secretariat, delegates 

from the United States and the Netherlands will lead off the group discussion. 

 

Speaker 

 

 Scott Cameron, Policy Analyst, Public Management and Budgeting Division, Directorate for 

Public Governance, OECD 

Discussants 

 Mark Hadley, Chief Operating Officer, Congressional Budget Office (CBO), United States  

 Sander van Veldhuizen, Program Manager Public Finance, CPB Netherlands Bureau for Policy 

Analysis, Netherlands and President of the EU IFI Network 
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16.30-17.25 

Item 2. IFI response case studies 

Building on the previous session, this session will examine three brief case studies of country responses 

described in the OECD report. It will examine the unique ways in which individual IFIs with different 

resources and responsibilities have navigated the unchartered territories of the crisis so far. Following the 

presentations, the floor will be opened for discussion of how IFIs can best continue to promote transparency 

and accountability on emergency measures and how the response of IFIs may evolve as the crisis moves 

to its recovery phase. 

 

Speakers 

 

 Yves Giroux, Parliamentary Budget Officer, Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO), Canada 

 Eva Zamrazilova, Chair, Czech Fiscal Council, Czech Republic 

 Annette Connolly, Director, Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO), Houses of the Oireachtas, 

Ireland  

 

17.25-17.30 

Wrap-up and closing by the Chair and the OECD Secretariat 
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