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Citizens around the world have become 
more vocal and demanding, not only in terms 
of the quality of public services they expect, 
but also regarding the transparency, integrity and 
accountability of the entire public sector. To respond 
to these demands, more and more governments are 
rethinking the way public policies and services are designed 
and delivered, acknowledging that the implementation of open 
government strategies and initiatives can make the state more 
efficient and effective while also improving democracy and fostering 
socio-economic development.  

In recent years, Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) countries have 
undertaken great efforts to design and implement public sector reforms 
inspired by the principles of open and innovative government. For instance, 
some countries from the region have started pioneering the move from the 
concept of Open Government toward that of Open State, by diffusing open 
government principles across all branches of power and levels of government. While 
progress has been important, a variety of challenges to the successful implementation of 
open government strategies and initiatives remain in both LAC and OECD countries.  

In order to create a platform to provide the LAC region with the opportunity to engage in policy 
dialogue, knowledge transfer, and exchange of good practices in the areas of open government, 
public sector innovation and digital government, the OECD launched the Network on Open and 
Innovative Government in Latin America and the Caribbean in the framework of the OGP Global 
Summit in Mexico in 2015. 

The Network seeks to deliver the following:

• Connect reformers around the region from government 
(central and local), civil society, business associations, and 
other relevant multilateral institutions to exchange ideas, 
experiences, and knowledge on how to build better and 
stronger public institutions;

• Identify good practices of open and innovative govern-
ments and create a space conducive to their dissemination, 
through data collection and analyses, policy assessments, 
and peer review processes;

• Provide examples and recommendations to its members 
on how to sequence open government reforms within the 
regional and country-specific context and support their 
implementation to promote socio-economic development 
and regional integration.

BRAZIL AND COLOMBIA SHARE 
VICE-PRESIDENCY OF 

THE NETWORK  

Brazil and Colombia – two leading 
open government actors in 
the region – currently co-chair 
the Network and work towards 
advancing the dialogue and sharing 
best practices across participating 
countries. 



The OECD, through the activities of the Network 
assists LAC countries in the design and 
implementation of public sector reforms in the areas of 
open and innovative government by: 

• Disseminating principles, instruments and stand-
ards from OECD members, OECD Secretariat, and 
other relevant countries/ organisations;

• Promoting policy dialogue by establishing a per-
manent forum in which participants will be able 
to discuss regional and national trends, compare 
challenges and identify common solutions;

• Facilitating knowledge sharing based on the dis-
semination of good practices and success stories, 
as well as common mistakes to be avoided;

• Providing technical assistance and capacity build-
ing seminars to improve governance and quality of 
public institutions in the region.

ACTIVITIES OF THE NETWORK

Each meeting has a specific focus on one or more 
issues selected because of their national and/
or regional relevance. The following are examples 
of themes that could constitute the focus of the 
meetings:

• Governance frameworks for regional economic 
integration

• Public Sector’s skills and integrity

• Participatory policy-making 

• Social inclusion and local development

• The Center of Government as a driver of 
reforms 

Policy dialogue & assistance to implementation

Collecting data & producing analyses for better decision making

Supporting national & regional policy priorities

OECD Recommendation by the Council on Open Government 

The 2017 OECD Recommendation on Open Government is the first international legal 
instrument in the area of Open Government. The Recommendation allows countries to 
benchmark their open government efforts against the highest international standards. Its ten 
provisions define a set of criteria that will help adhering countries to design and implement 
successful open government agendas.

Open Government: The Global Context and the Way Forward

The 2016 OECD Global Report on Open Government provides an in-depth, evidence-
based analysis of open government initiatives and the challenges countries face in 
implementing and co-ordinating them. Based on the 2015 Survey on Open Government 
and Citizen Participation in the Policy Cycle, which included 13 LAC countries, the report 
further identifies future areas of work in order to move towards an Open State.

Open Government Review of Argentina

The OECD is currently conducting an Open Government Review of Argentina that assesses the current state 
of Open Government policies and institutions against the provisions of the OECD Recommendation on Open 
Government. The Review will provide an in-depth analysis as well as practical recommendations to address 
challenges and to make open government principles the operating system of the entire public sector.  

OECD Open Government Scan of Colombia

The OECD is currently implementing a project financed by the Swedish International Development Agency 
(SIDA), whereof one component focuses on “Open Government at the subnational level”. In particular, it 
provides support to department-level governments in order to foster their ability to design, implement, monitor 
and evaluate open government initiatives.

In order to ground national and regional policies and OECD technical assistance on robust data and 
information, the OECD systematically collects a fixed set of data and is currently producing a coherent series 
of indicators that will provide actionable analyses on governance evolution and trends in Latin American 
countries. This permanent collection of data and analyses will build on the methodology of the OECD flagship 
publication Government at a Glance and will be focused on jointly selected categories, such as: Civil society 
and citizens’ participation, Gender policies, Service delivery and ICTs, Innovation policies, integrity and fight 
against corruption, open data, Rule of Law and Justice Institutions, Access to and freedom of information, 
new and traditional media.

The OECD Recommendation 
of the Council on 
Open Government
The pathway for the first international 
legal instrument on Open Government

Open government strategies and initiatives are needed 

more than ever to regain citizens’ trust in governments. 

Countries are increasingly acknowledging the role of 

Open Government as a catalyst for good governance, 

democracy and inclusive growth. Open government 

principles – i.e. transparency, integrity, accountability 

and stakeholders’ participation - are progressively 

changing the relationship between public officials and 

citizens in many countries. A scan of existing initiatives, 

however, reveals that there is a diversity of definitions, 

objectives, and implementation methodologies that 

characterize open government strategies.The OECD 

has therefore developed a Recommendation of the 

Council on Open Government that defines a set of 

criteria that will help adhering countries to design and 

implement successful open government agendas. 

1.  Ensure that open government principles are rooted in the public 
management culture;

2.  Identify an enabling environment that is conducive to an efficient, 
effective and integrated governance of open government;

3.  Promote the alignment of open government strategies and initiatives 
with, and their contribution to, all relevant national and sectoral 
socio-economic policy objectives, at all levels of the administration;

4.  Foster monitoring and evaluation practices and data collection. 

Rationale for developing the Recommendation and its scope

First international legal 
instrument on Open 
Government
l  Informal Experts Group on 

Open Government
l  2016 Global Forum on Open 

Government – attended by 30 
Ministers and 50 HoD

l  Regional Networks on Open 
 and Innovative Government 
 in LAC, MENA, SEA

Online Public 
Consultation on the Draft 
Recommendation
l  > 100 participants from 
 44 different countries
l  Input received from NGOs, 
 citizens, government officials, 
 private sector, academia, media
l  Remarkable outreach on 
 social media 

OECD at the forefront 
of Open Government 
for 15 years
l  Open Government Reviews
l  Capacity building seminars
l  Open State
l  Public Governance Reviews
l  2001 Citizens as Partners

A firm evidence 
base for the 
Recommendation
l  2015 Survey on Open 

Government –54 countries 
(all OECD members)

l  2016 OECD Global Report on 
Open Government

l 2017 Survey on Ombudsman 
institutions

Process for developing the Draft Recommendation 
November 2016 (54th PGC):
•  Establishment of the informal experts group 

on Open Government comprising 16 OECD 
Members and Partners

December 2016:
•  Launch of the OECD Report on Open 

Government: the Global Context and the 
Way Forward

March 2017:
•  First meeting of the Informal Experts 

Group to inform the development of 
the Recommendation

July – September 2017: 
• Online public consultation

20172016

December 2017:
Council adoption

For more information please contact: opengov@oecd.org   |   http://oe.cd/opengov

Open Government
The GlObal COnTexT and The Way FOrWard
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