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4th Annual Conference of the OECD Global Forum on Productivity 

“Keeping pace with technological change: The role of capabilities and dynamism”  

 

20 – 21 June 2019 
Sydney, Australia 

 
Hosted by the Australian Treasury and  

the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science 

Venue 

The Conference will be held at:  
InterContinental Hotel 
Google maps 
117 Macquarie Street, Sydney 
+61 800 669 562 

Registration 

Please fill out the on-line registration form 

Conference website 

More information on the conference can be found here: https://bit.ly/2XsU85a  

Social media 

Twitter: @OECD Economy, @OECDInnovation 

Video recording 

Please note that the sessions of this conference will be video recorded. 

Networking Dinner 

Conference dinner on Thursday 20 June at 19:30 will be hosted at the InterContinental Hotel. 
The InterContinental Hotel is a 5 minute walk to Circular Quay, a 10 minute walk to the Sydney Opera 
House and a 15 minute walk to the Sydney Harbour Bridge and Mrs Macquarie’s Chair. 

Accommodation 

InterContinental Hotel 
117 Macquarie Street, Sydney 

+61 800 669 562 

 

https://www.ihg.com/intercontinental/hotels/us/en/sydney/sydha/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=GoogleMaps-_-IC-_-AU-_-SYDHA
https://goo.gl/maps/Zz91TJWXqcN2
https://survey2018.oecd.org/Survey.aspx?s=c3283f46293d4504bbabfcaca40a96c3
https://bit.ly/2XsU85a
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oecd.org%2Fcfe%2Fleed%2Fgfp-bolzano-2019.htm&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&screen_name=OECDEconomy&tw_p=followbutton
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oecd.org%2Fcfe%2Fleed%2Fgfp-bolzano-2019.htm&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&screen_name=OECDInnovation&tw_p=followbutton
https://www.ihg.com/intercontinental/hotels/us/en/sydney/sydha/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=GoogleMaps-_-IC-_-AU-_-SYDHA
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Sheraton on the Park 
(1.1Km from the InterContinental) 

161 Elizabeth Street, Sydney 
+61 2 9286 6620 

 
Four Seasons Hotel  

(400 metres from the InterContinental) 
199 George Street, Sydney 

+61 2 9250 3310 

Shangri-La Hotel 
(500 metres from the InterContinental) 

176 Cumberland Street, Sydney 
+61 2 9250 6166 

Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel 
(400 metres from the InterContinental) 

27 O’Connell Street, Sydney 
+61 2 8214 0000 

Visa 

Please note that the OECD cannot organise a visa on your behalf, but can provide you with a personal 
invitation. 
 
We invite you to check with your respective Ministry of Foreign Affairs whether you require a visa to 
enter Australia. Should you need an invitation letter, please contact Productivity@oecd.org. 
 
There are three types of Visa’s available to enter Australia, depending on where you are travelling 
from: 

1.  eVisitor Subclass 651 
Visit Australia as often as you wish in a 12-month period. Stay up to 3 months each time you 

enter Australia.  

 This visa is free 
 We process most applications for this visa in less than a day 
 You must apply from outside Australia 
 If you want to stay for more than 3 months consider a different visa, such as the Visitor 

visa (subclass 600) 
 Stay Up to 3 months at a time Cost Free 
 Processing Time 

The visa starts on the day it is granted. 
We process 90% of applications in 2 days 

2. Subclass 601  
Electronic Travel Authority (subclass 601)  
Visit Australia as often as you wish in a 12-month period. Stay up to 3 months each time you 
enter Australia.  

 This visa is free, but there is an AUD20 service charge if you apply online 

https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/sydsi-sheraton-grand-sydney-hyde-park/
https://www.fourseasons.com/sydney/
http://www.shangri-la.com/sydney/shangrila/
https://www.radissonblu.com/en/plazahotel-sydney?s_cid=os.apac-AU-blu-AUSPLAZA-gmb
mailto:Productivity@oecd.org
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/evisitor-651
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/electronic-travel-authority-601
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 You can't apply online for this visa if you are travelling on a passport from Europe or 
Taiwan. Check with your travel agent, airline or service provider if you can apply through 
them  

 If you want to stay for more than 3 months consider a different visa, such as the Visitor 
visa (subclass 600) 

 Stay Up to 3 months at a time 
Cost Free. There is an online application service charge of AUD20 

 Processing Time 
Average processing time for this visa is less than one day. 
 

3. Visitor visa (subclass 600)  
Business visitor stream  
This visa stream lets you visit Australia for business reasons.  

Stay: 

Up to 3 months 

Cost AUD140 

Processing Time 

 75% of applications: 8 days 
 90% of applications: 14 days 

Further information can be obtained from the Australian Government site for the Department of 
Home Affairs 

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-finder/visit 

Additional Visa types for your country can be found in Appendix A 

Other useful information 

Sydney is a clean and safe city, with a mild climate and sophisticated infrastructure to service your 

needs. 

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/visitor-600/business-visitor-stream
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-finder/visit
https://my.sydney.com/destinations/sydney
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Time 
For the current local time in Sydney visit www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/australia/sydney 

 

Telephone 
Australian Country Code: +61 
Sydney City Area Code: 02 
Calling Sydney landlines from overseas: +612 
Calling Australian mobiles from overseas: +614 
Calling overseas from within Australia: 0011 

Government 

Most countries have consulates in Sydney. For more information, visit the Australian 
government’s list of consulates in NSW. 

Electricity 

220-240 volts AC 

Population 
Sydney: 4.7 million 
State: New South Wales: 7.5 million 
Domestic currency: Australian Dollar 

Geography 
Extending over two major regions, the Cumberland Plain and the Hornsby Plateau, Sydney rises 200 
metres above sea level and is dissected by steep valleys. The urban area is 1,800 sq km. 

Climate 

January is the warmest month, with an average temperature of 18.6–25.8°C (65–78°F) and up to 
30°C (86°F). The coldest month is July, with an average range of 8–16.2°C (46–61°F). 

Trading Hours 

Popular shopping precincts in Sydney are open seven days a week, from 9am/10am to 5.30pm. On 
Thursdays, stores open until 9pm. City supermarkets are open for up to 24 hours. 

Social Media 
www.facebook.com/seesydney 

Wi-Fi access 
You'll find Wi-Fi or plug-in at internet cafes, most hotels, backpacker accommodation and youth 
hostels, major airports, some train stations, fast-food chains, public libraries, Darling Harbour and 
aboard Sydney Ferries. 

http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/australia/sydney
http://protocol.dfat.gov.au/Consulate/listStates.rails?state=2
https://www.facebook.com/seesydney
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More information 

Australian customs and quarantine control 

You will be required to complete a customs form, you must declare for inspection all food, plant 
material and animal products on arrival in Australia to ensure they are free of pests and diseases.   
Car rentals and driving 

You can book and hire a car online through Airport rentals. 
If you would like to hire a car there will be additional parking costs at the InterContinental, or the 
hotel of your choice. 

International drivers 

If you’re a permanent Australian resident, or hold a permanent visa under the Commonwealth 
Migration Act 1958, and you intend to stay in NSW, you are not considered to be a visitor. You can 
drive in NSW on a current overseas licence for a maximum of three months (If your drivers licence is 
in another language other than English, you must carry an English translation, or an International 
Driving Permit). Then you will need to apply for a NSW licence to continue driving or riding. 

If you do not hold permanent Australian residency, but will be in NSW for more than 3 months, you 
can apply for a Temporary Overseas Visitor licence. 

Driving in NSW on an overseas licence 

If you hold an overseas licence, you are allowed to drive the vehicles covered by your overseas licence 
in NSW indefinitely, as long as: 

 You remain a temporary overseas visitor 
 Your overseas licence remains current 
 You have not been disqualified from driving in NSW or anywhere else 
 You have not had your licence suspended or cancelled, or your visiting driving privileges 

withdrawn 
 You carry your overseas driver or rider licence. If your licence is not written in English, you 

must also carry an English translation, or an International Driving Permit. 
You don’t have to get a NSW licence if you comply with these conditions, and can prove your 
genuine visitor status to NSW Police, if required. 

Consumer rights 

The Australian Consumer Law sets out consumer rights that are called consumer guarantees. These 
include your rights to a repair, replacement or refund as well as compensation for damages and loss 
and being able to cancel a faulty service. Further information can be found on the ACCC website. 

Health and safety 

Purchasing travel insurance that covers you for theft, loss, accidents and medical problems before you 
leave home is highly recommended. 

No special vaccinations are required to visit Australia unless you have come from, or have visited, a 
yellow fever infected country within six days of your arrival. However, regulations and medical advice 

https://my.sydney.com/travel-assistant/australian-customs-and-quarantine-control
https://my.sydney.com/travel-assistant/car-rentals-and-driving
https://www.airportrentals.com.au/australia/sydney-international-airport-car-rental?label=g_270870376507_car%20rental%20sydney%20international%20airport_1t2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI49u3o7iy4AIVGQ4rCh1AAgEqEAAYAiAAEgIJv_D_BwE
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roads/licence/visiting-nsw.html
https://my.sydney.com/travel-assistant/consumer-rights
https://www.accc.gov.au/consumers/consumer-rights-guarantees
https://my.sydney.com/travel-assistant/health-and-safety
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can change at short notice, so check with your doctor and the Australian Department of Health before 
you leave home. 

Medicine brought into Australia for personal use is subject to controls and must be declared on your 
arrival. It is recommended you bring a prescription or letter from your doctor outlining your medical 
condition and the medicine you are carrying. 

Sydney Airport 

Located in Mascot approximately 15km to Sydney City Business District. 

Public Transport 

Train 
A train from Sydney International terminal to Circular Quay station for approximately 15AUD. This trip 
takes approximately 20 minutes, approximately a 4min walk from Circular Quay train station to the 
InterContinental Hotel. Trains leave the airport approximately every 10 minutes. 

Taxi 
A taxi can take you from the Sydney International Airport to the InterContinental for approximately 
55AUD. Cost and travel time may vary depending on time of day and traffic. Travel time approximately 
20 – 40 minutes. 

Visitor information centres 
The closest information centre is located:  
Shop 1-2, The Rocks Centre 
Corner Argyle and Playfair Streets 
The Rocks 
02 8273 0000 

Contacts 

OECD: Productivity@oecd.org 

Australia: gfp_sydney_2019@treasury.gov.au  

  

http://www.health.gov.au/
https://my.sydney.com/travel-assistant/sydney-airport
https://my.sydney.com/travel-assistant/visitor-information-centres
https://darlingharbour.com/things-to-do/sydney-visitor-centre/
mailto:Productivity@oecd.org
mailto:gfp_sydney_2019@treasury.gov.au
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APPENDIX A 

Visa required for Australia 

Austria eVisitor Subclass651 Free 

    

Belgium eVisitor Subclass651  

Canada ETA Subclass 601 20 AUD 
service 
charge 

Chile Business Visitor  Subclass 600 140 AUD 

Czech Republic eVisitor or 

Business Visitor 

Stream 

Subclass 651 or 600 

Denmark eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 

Estonia eVisitor or 

Business Visitor 

Stream 

Subclass 651 or 600 

Finland eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 
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France eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 

Germany eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 

Greece eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 

Hungary eVisitor or 

Business Visitor 

Stream 

Subclass 651 or 600 

Iceland eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 

Ireland eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic travel 

authority (ETA 

Subclass 601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 
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Israel Business Visitor  Subclass 600  

Italy eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 

Japan ETA or Business 

Visitor stream 

Subclass 601, 600 

Korea, Democratic 

People's Republic of 

(nth) 

Business Visitor  Subclass 600  

Korea, Republic of 

(Sth) 

ETA or Business 

Visitor stream 

Subclass 601, 600 

Latvia eVisitor or 

Business Visitor 

Stream 

Subclass 651 or 600 

Lithuania eVisitor or 

Business Visitor 

Stream 

Subclass 651 or 600 

Luxembourg eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 

Mexico Business Visitor  Subclass 600  
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Netherlands eVisitor or 

Business Visitor 

Stream 

Subclass 651 or 600 

New Zealand Business Visitor  Subclass 600  

Norway eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 

Poland eVisitor or 

Business Visitor 

Stream 

Subclass 651 or 600 

Portugal eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 

Slovak Republic eVisitor or 

Business Visitor 

Stream 

Subclass 651 or 600 

Slovenia eVisitor or 

Business Visitor 

Stream 

Subclass 651 or 600 

Spain eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 
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Sweden eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 

Switzerland eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 

Turkey Business Visitor  Subclass 600  

United Kingdom eVisitor, 

Business Visitor 

Stream or 

Electronic 

travel authority 

(ETA Subclass 

601) 

Subclass 600, 651 or 601 

United States ETA or Business 

Visitor stream 

Subclass 601, 600 

Also work with:    

China Business Visitor  Subclass 600  

India Business Visitor  Subclass 600  

Brazil Business Visitor  Subclass 600  

Africa Business Visitor  Subclass 600  
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