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Sponsored by 

the Government of Japan 
 

 

OECD/IOPS GLOBAL FORUM ON PRIVATE PENSIONS 

 
 

30-31 October 2008  

Mombasa, Kenya 

 

Information Note for Participants 
  
 

Venue: 
 

Sarova Whitesands Beach Resort 

P. O. Box 90173,  

Malindi Road 

80100-Mombasa, Kenya 

 

Tel: +254 - 041 - 2128000 

Fax: +254 - 041 - 548 5652 / 405 

http://www.sarovahotels.com/whitesands 
 

 

 

 

 

Enquiries about this event may be addressed to: 
 

Ms. Nina Paklina (IOPS and Global Forum) 

e-mail:  nina.paklina@oecd.org; 

 

Ms. Morven Alexander-Drane (Global Forum) 

e-mail: morven.alexander@oecd.org 

 

http://www.sarovahotels.com/whitesands
mailto:nina.paklina@oecd.org
mailto:morven.alexander@oecd.org
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 Conference Information 

 

 

The OECD/IOPS Global Forum on Private Pensions will take place on Thursday 30
th
 October 

(afternoon) and Friday 31 October 2008 in Mombasa, Kenya. The Global Forum will be hosted by the 

Retirement Benefits Authority (RBA) of Kenya, with the sponsorship provided by the OECD/IOPS/RBA 

and the Government of Japan.  

 

 

Registration 

Participation is by invitation only. Participants are invited to register for this conference. To do so, please 

contact: 

o Morven Alexander-Drane, OECD 

o E-mail: morven.alexander@oecd.org 

 

 

Procedural arrangements 

 

IOPS meetings, open to IOPS members only: 

(enquiries about IOPS meetings may be addressed to:Fiona Stewart, fiona.stewart@oecd.org)  

Wednesday 29
th
 October, 09.00-18.00: IOPS Technical Committee Meeting 

Thursday 30
th
 October, 09.30-12.30:  IOPS Annual General Meeting  

 

Global Forum on Private Pensions:  

Thursday 30
th
 October, 14h00-18h00, continued on 

Friday 31 October, 09.30-16.45  

 

Registration of Global Forum participants will begin at 13h30 on Thursday. 

 

 

Working language 

 

The conference will be held in English.   

 

 

Presentations and contributions 

If you have been asked to contribute a paper or presentation to the conference or wish to submit any 

relevant background materials, please send your material by 15 October 2008 at the latest to: 

 

o Nina Paklina, telephone: +33 1 45 24 84 78, nina.paklina@oecd.org; 

 

 

Documentation and website  

All the conference documentation will be posted, as soon as available, on the OECD and the IOPS 

websites:   

o www.oecd.org/daf/pensions 

o www.iopsweb.org. 

 

Participants will receive a set of documents upon arrival at the conference. 

 

mailto:morven.alexander@oecd.org
mailto:nina.paklina@oecd.org
http://www.oecd.org/daf/pensions
http://www.iopsweb.org/
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Venue and hotel 

 

 

Venue 

 

The conference will be held at the Sarova Whitesands Beach Resort & Spa, Mombasa, Kenya 

It is located 23 Kms (30 minutes) from Moi International airport, Mombasa.  (see map on page 11). 

 

Please find below the address and contact person at the hotel. 

 

Mr. Sammy J. Ogweno, Sales Account Manager 

Sarova Whitesands Beach Resort & Spa 

PO Box 90173, 80100 Mombasa, Kenya 

E-mail:   sammy.ogweno@sarovahotels.com 

 

Tel:  +254 41 5485911 or 2128000 

Fax:  +254 41 5486527 / 5485652; 

Website:  http://www.sarovahotels.com/whitesands 

 

 

Accommodation 

 

A negotiated rate of Kenya Shillings (KShs) 7,000.00 per single per night inclusive of breakfast is 

available with this hotel for registered participants of the conference.  

  

Each participant is responsible for the reservation and payment of his/her own accommodation.   

To make your reservation, please complete the Hotel Reservation Form (attached to your invitation letter) 

and send it directly to the hotel.   

 

Important note:  reservations must be made by 7th October 2008 at the latest.   

After this date, the group booking made for conference participants will no longer be held.   

Reservations thereafter will be subject to availability and the rate may be higher.    

Please note hotel’s cancellation policy: bookings cancelled 48 hours before arrival will be charged 

100% to the credit card. 

 

 

How to get to the hotel 

 

Airport transfers to and from the conference hotel from Moi International airport, Mombasa 

(approximately 30 minutes) can be booked via the Hotel Reservation Form (attached to your invitation 

letter): 

 Ksh. 1,800.00  per person for group arrivals of 4 people or more, one-way. 

 Ksh. 2,000.00 per person for individual arrivals, one-way. 

The above prices are inclusive of all taxes, payable to the hotel upon check-out. 

 

The overnight train ride from Nairobi takes approximately12 hours.  

Transfer from the railway station takes approximately 20 minutes and covers 15 kms 

 

To drive from Nairobi to Whitesands takes approximately 5 hours. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sammy.ogweno@sarovahotels.com
http://www.sarovahotels.com/whitesands
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Alternative accommodation  options 

 

1. Mombasa Serena Beach Hotel KShs 6,500.00 per single per night inclusive of breakfast with 

complimentary daily shuttles to and from conference venue 

(www.serenahotels.com/kenya/mombasa) 

 

 

 

 

2. Mombasa Continental Resort Kshs 5,000.00 per single per night 

inclusive of breakfast. 

 

 

 

 

 

To reserve any of the alternative hotel options please contact Patricia Odera on podera@rba.go.ke for the 

reservation form. 

 

 

 

Visa requirements, health and insurance 
 

 

Visa requirements 

 

All travellers arriving in Kenya should have a passport which is valid for 3 months from date of entry. 

 

A visa is required for most nationalities to enter Kenya and participants should verify requirements 

with the Kenyan Embassy/Consulate in his/her country. 

Although nationals of some countries can obtain visas at the airport upon arrival, it is obligatory for others 

to have a visa prior to arriving in Kenya.  

It is therefore very strongly recommended to obtain the visa from the Kenyan Embassy/High 

Commission in your country of residence prior to departure.  

 

For more information, about visa requirements please consult the Kenya Department of Immigration 

website  http://www.immigration.go.ke/visa.php 

 

Registered participants who require an official invitation letter for visa purposes should contact: 

Mrs. Morven Alexander-Drane, OECD.  Email: morven.alexander@oecd.org 

 

 

 

Health Requirements 

 

All travellers to Kenya are strongly recommended to be vaccinated against Yellow Fever.  

It is also required to present a certificate of immunization against yellow fever for travellers coming 

from an endemic area. 

 

Also note that Malaria risk exists throughout the year along the Kenya coast. 

Tap water may not be suitable for drinking and participants are advised to use bottled water for drinking. 

 

 

http://www.serenahotels.com/kenya/mombasa
mailto:podera@rba.go.ke
http://www.immigration.go.ke/visa.php
mailto:morven.alexander@oecd.org
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Insurance and Medical Cover 

 

Participants are strongly advised to take appropriate insurance cover before leaving for Kenya.  

Participants are advised to obtain medical cover with a company that provides medical assistance, 

particularly if a holiday is planned, and in the event of an accident or illness especially while on Safari.  

 

 

 

Meals and Social Events 

 

 

Lunch: 

 

 IOPS meetings on Wednesday 29
th
 and Thursday 30

th
 October : lunch for all IOPS participants will 

be provided by the organisers 

 

 Friday 31
st
 October:  lunch for all Global Forum participants will be provided by the organisers. 

 

Dinner: 

 

 Wednesday 29
th
 October:  all IOPS members participating in the IOPS Committee and AGM 

meetings are invited to a dinner, hosted by the IOPS at the beachfront/gardens Sarova Whitesands 

Hotel. 

 

 Thursday 30
th
 October:  all participants of the Global Forum are invited to a dinner, hosted by the 

National Social Security Fund  Kenya at the Aquamarine Restaurant, Mtwapa. 

 

 Friday 31
st
 October:  all participants of the Global Forum are invited to a 

dinner, hosted by the Retirement Benefits Authority, Kenya at the historic 

Fort Jesus, Mombasa. www.museums.or.ke   

 

 

 

Excursion 

 

 Saturday 1
st
 November, 2008 (afternoon):  all participants of the Global Forum are invited to an 

optional excursion to the Haller Park and Nature Trails (www.lafargeecosystems.com) courtesy of 

the Retirement Benefits Authority of Kenya.  

 

  

Dress Code 

 

Dress code during the conference and dinners will be business-casual (i.e. no tie required). 

 

 

Spouses/partners 

 

For self sponsored spouses/partners programmes please contact Patricia Odera on podera@rba.go.ke 

http://www.museums.or.ke/
http://www.lafargeecosystems.com/
mailto:podera@rba.go.ke
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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT KENYA 

 

 

Travelling in Kenya: 

 

Nairobi is a hub for airline connections with direct flights across Africa and from Europe, Middle East and 

the Far East. The national carrier is Kenya Airways (KQ). Other Iinternational Airlines flying to Nairobi 

are Air India, SN Brussels, Virgin Atlantic, British Airways, KLM, Swiss Airlines, Air Mauritius, South 

African Airways, Ethiopian Airlines, Air Mozambique, Emirates Airlines, Qatar Airways, Saudi Arabian 

Airways and Air Uganda. 

 

 

To get to Mombasa, most participants will have to connect via the domestic terminal in Nairobi although 

there are also direct flights to Mombasa from Europe. Some of direct flights to Mombasa Moi International 

Airport (http://www.kenyaairports.com/mombasa/indexMoi.htm)) include Condor, Airberlin, Air Holland, 

Eurofly. Kenya Airways also flies directly to London from Mombasa.  

 

Airlines flying from Nairobi to Mombasa are: 

 

Kenya Airways   - www.kenya-airways.com 

FLY 540  - www.fly540.com 

Air Kenya  - www.airkenya.com (from Wilson Airport, Nairobi) 

 

 

Participants may consider traveling from Nairobi to Mombasa (or vice versa) by road via an overnight 

safari tour through one of Kenya’s famous National Parks situated between Nairobi and Mombasa.  For 

information about self sponsored package tours please contact Patricia Odera on  email podera@rba.go.ke. 

 

 

Kenya and Mombasa: 

 

Kenya is an equatorial country of some 30 million people on the East Coast of Africa between 4°N and 4° 

S. It is a land of rich landscapes ranging from the snow-capped Mount Kenya, to rich farmlands, barren 

deserts and tropical beaches. It borders Somalia, Ethiopia and Sudan in the north, Uganda in the west, 

Tanzania in the south and the Indian Ocean in the east. Nairobi is the capital city and the seat of 

Government. 

 

Mombasa is the second largest town in Kenya and East Africa’s largest port and Kenya’s main tourist hub. 

Located in the southeastern part of Kenya, 487 km from the capital city of Nairobi, it is one of the most 

historically-significant towns on the east coast of Africa. It is also very significant for its imports and 

exports as a port and a major destination for tourists visiting Kenya. The town’s location readily allows 

access to other tourist centres of Malindi (114 km) in the north and Diani (25 km) in the south. For more 

information please visit www.mombasainfo.com. 

 

 

Language: 

 

Kiswahili is the national language while English is the official language. Ethnic groups have their own 

vernacular languages. Kiswahili is spoken by over 90% of the people of Kenyan. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kenyaairports.com/mombasa/indexMoi.htm
http://www.kenya-airways.com/
http://www.fly540.com/
http://www.airkenya.com/
mailto:podera@rba.go.ke
http://www.mombasainfo.com/
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Currency: 

 

Kenya’s local currency is the Shilling.   

The current rate is: 

1.00 USD = 64.6068 KES 

1.00 EUR = 101.701 KES 

 

One can change all major currencies (US$, UK£, EURO, Swiss Franks, J-Yen) either at the Jomo Kenyatta 

International Airport (Nairobi), Moi International Airport (Mombasa) or in downtown Mombasa.   

All major banks offer Bureaux de Change services from Monday to Friday (9.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m.).   

Forex bureaux are also numerous in Mombasa with competitive rates and operate up to 5.00 p.m.  

Most banks and hotels accept major credit cards and exchange U.S. dollars.  

 

 

Weather in Mombasa: 

 

The months of October and November are usually slightly rainy 

 

Month Avg. High Avg. Low Avg. Precip 

October 31.0° C 21.0° C 10.41 cm 

November 32.0° C 22.0° C 10.41 cm 

 

Although Kenya lies astride the Equator, many of its climatic zones are typical of the tropics, with the 

country’s geographical features exerting considerable influence on weather patterns. Kenya’s climate is 

best described as monsoonal, being affected as it is by both the northeast and southeast monsoons. Along 

the coast, the climate is tropical (hot and humid), except in the months of July and August, which are cold 

and less humid. Inland, the days are generally hot and sunny, with limited humidity. On the higher plateau, 

the nights can be quite cold, especially during the cloudy months of July and August. The long rains are 

from end of March to end of May, and the short ones from mid-November to mid-December. Sunny 

periods alternate with short rainy ones during the rainy seasons.  

 

Electricity: 

 

The electricity supply is 220/240 volts/50 Hz. Electric sockets are three-pin square (British-type). Visitors 

are advised to ensure that their electric appliances such as shavers and battery chargers for video cameras 

operating on different voltage have in-built adapters. 
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TOURISM 

 

For any tourism and excursions enquiries, please visit the hotel’s website at: 

http://www.sarovahotels.com/whitesands/excursions.htm 

 

 

TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 

 

Kenya is a major Tourist destination for those interested in cultural historical sites, wildlife and even 

sightseeing. The venue of the meeting is at the beautiful Kenyan coast which is lined with pristine white 

sand beaches fringing the warm inviting waters of the Indian Ocean. Here the wilderness meets the sea, 

and the ocean itself holds a world of spectacular coral reefs teeming with life and colour.  

The Kenyan coast is a place with a long and exotic history; its calm blue waters the traditional passage of 

the Arabian Spice Trade. Those interested in visiting some tourist sites can get in touch with the Local 

Coordinator for assistance or visit this website http://www.magickenya.com. Most hotels organize or 

connect tourists to agents who can organize day tours at reasonable prices. 

 

GENERAL 

 

Kenya is located astride the Equator and covers an area of 582,644 square kilometres. 

The country has more than 42 different ethnic groups and is home to the world's 

richest and most varied wildlife. Kenya is also known as "The Cradle of Mankind" 

(the oldest fossil remains were discovered in the Rift Valley). The land is full of 

spectacular contrasts ranging from the prehistoric wonders of the Rift Valley, the 

magnificent beaches on the Indian Ocean, the centres of cultural activities in Nairobi 

and the Tsavo and Amboseli National Parks, among others. The country is a real 

paradise for travellers. Ernest Hemingway wrote that it was "unfathomable, unimaginable and incredible. 

And totally unforgettable".  

 

Kenya has for long had the reputation of being the home of Safaris. Its wildlife, one of the richest in the 

world, first attracted the British and European aristocracy. Until the 1920s, Winston Churchill and 

Theodore Roosevelt made the country their preferred hunting ground. Later, Hollywood and Hemingway 

took over and "safari" became synonymous with Kenya. In Swahili (Kenya's national language), the word 

"safari" means "journey". Although the word "safari" brings to mind the picture of intrepid hunters and 

colonial hats, current emphasise is on the leisure aspect, not on hunting. One finds cameras, not rifles, 

behind the hats.  

 

Kenya has over 50 National Parks, Game Reserves and Marine National Parks. The country is endowed 

with a diverse landscape and a unique, wide range of animal species. Safaris are done by car, minibus or 4-

wheel drive vehicles, in the company of tour guides. In the course of the safaris, you will see magnificent 

landscapes interspersed with undulating hills, mountains, salty lakes and the savannah. The wildlife is 

legendary and is a real mobile zoo that encompasses the fastest, the biggest and the most beautiful 

creatures on earth. You can go on safari for a day, a week, a month or longer. Whatever your choice, you 

will have an unforgettable experience.  

 

WESTERN KENYA  
 

Some of the region's attractions include Lakes Naivasha and Nakuru, the latter being home to thousands of 

flamingos. This is a perfect destination for a day's excursion from Nairobi. The shores of Lake Nakuru are 

home to the extremely rare Rothschild giraffe and provide a wonderful rhino sanctuary. The most 

wonderful view of Lake Naivasha is from a boat. Lake Victoria, further to the West is the source of the 

Nile while the Mount Elgon National Park has a special African flora, which is almost similar to that found 

in the Alps. To reach any of the above destinations, you cross the Great Rift Valley, a big geographical 

http://www.sarovahotels.com/whitesands/excursions.htm
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fault with a wonderful landscape.  

 

MOUNT KENYA AND THE ABERDARES 
 

With snow throughout the year, Mount Kenya is the second highest mountain in Africa, and is the perfect 

destination for Alpine and trekking lovers in search of heady sensations. The prairies at the foot of the 

mountain are home to elephants, black rhinos, buffaloes and antelopes. Some distance away is the Ol 

Pejeta Ranch, which also has a rhino sanctuary. The famous Mount Kenya Safari Club, founded by 

William Holden, is also close by. The Aberdare ranges have an alpine climate and a primitive aloe forest. 

From here, you can visit Treetops hotel, which was made famous by Princess Elizabeth. It was from this 

hotel that she learnt of her ascension to the British throne. The hotel is close to a watering point from 

which the occasional leopard can be sighted.  

 

MASAI MARA  
 

Masai Mara is home to the classic Masai Mara Game Reserve. Between July and September, the Mara is 

famous for one of the most spectacular events that nature has to offer - the annual migration of over a 

million wildebeests, gazelles and zebras tearing from the south to cross the Mara river into the Masai Mara 

Game Reserve. The formidable and mysterious Savannah extends for miles on end and here, it is possible 

to see cheetahs, the fastest animals on earth, hunting antelopes and gazelles. Hippos bathe in the Mara 

River, on the shores of which crocodiles bask in the sun. The Mara is arguably a special place in the world.  

 

 

SAMBURU AND BUFFALO SPRINGS 

 

Bounded by volcanic cones, this northern region of Kenya is semi-arid and is 

interspersed with lakes, each of which is different from the other. Lake Bogoria is 

famous for its hot springs. Fishermen in papyrus boats, the rare koudous, the 

reticulated giraffe, the Beisa onyx, Grevy's zebra and the long-necked gerenuk 

abound around the lake. Not too far away is the beautiful Meru National Park, 

which was home to Elsa, the lioness that was tamed by Joy Adamson. Elsa is the 

heroine of Adamson's book, and was made famous by the film "Born Free".  

 

AMBOSELI  
 

The Amboseli National Park, lies at the foot of the majestic Kilimanjaro and is home to the most beautiful 

fauna in Kenya. Hemmingway wrote that it was the "essence of Africa". Elephants graze on the young 

trees, leopards wander along the salty lake while antelopes graze on the tender grass - this is a classic 

picture of Africa…  

 

TSAVO WEST and TSAVO EAST  
 

No doubt the largest game sanctuary in the world. "Red" elephants, which get their colouring from the red 

soil in which they roll, wander around the Eastern sector. Hippos and crocodiles can be viewed at the 

Mzima Springs on the western side. Tsavo Park is located halfway between Nairobi and Mombasa, which 

makes it an ideal destination for tourists wishing to take advantage of a safari and the sea in one itinerary. 

The park has a wide range of flora and fauna. In the evening, the Tsavo sunsets bath the horizon with 

incredible colours.  

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO KENYA …… KARIBU KENYA! 
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