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Summary 

Challenging some assumptions: 

1. Appropriate targets? 

2. Ignorance 

3. Planning for the unknown 

Session agenda questions 





Appropriate 

targets?: 

“Halve the 

proportion 

of the 

population 

without 

access …” 
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What do we need to plan to do? 
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Ignorance 



Planning for the unknown 



Climate Change 

DfID/WHO report 

 Short-range  

climate 

predictions highly 

uncertain 

 Long-term 

WatSan 

infrastructure 

 Current climate 

variability already 

a challenge 
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No-regrets investment 

in increasing 

resilience: 

 Urban utilities: high 

potential but low 

actual resilience 

 Management critical 

 Rural low resilience 

 Sewerage low 

resilience 

 



Session questions 

Q1: What are the (types of) benefits of 

water and sanitation services? 

 To what extent can these benefits be 

calculated? 

Q2: Who are the beneficiaries of 

improved access to water and 

sanitation services? 

Q3: What are the main messages and 

emerging issues in this topic? 
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Orphans (?) with parents (!) 

 Sanitation 

 Nutrition 

 Water resources 

 

 SG (misquoted): what do we want our 

parents to do? 



Source: Rehfuess et 

al 2009 

Health 

system roles 

in water and 

sanitation 



Ignorance #2 

– separating cap-ex and op-ex 

Asset mining 

 Under- and 

sporadic 

investment in 

urban systems 

 Out-of 

commission rural 

(50% wells SSA) 

 

 Sustainability of 

infrastructure and 

services 


