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And then came the WFD … 

 Adopted in 2000 

 Good ecological status for all waters by 2015 
as objective 

 A 6 year planning cycle at the river basin 
scale 

 With participatory consultation 

 Room for exemption (lower environmental 
objectives, longer time frame) based on 
socio-economic consideration 



A shift in environmental issues … 

 From traditional pollution control to wider 
range of pressures and environmental issues 
 Morphology, ecological alteration, river continuity 

 Old contaminated sites 

 Emerging pollutants 

 

 Wide range of sectors targeted 
 Households and water services 

 Agriculture 

 Urban planning/land use 

 Shipping and harbours 

 Hydropower 

 …  



… and strengthened policy 

principles… 

 Objectives: Non-deterioration  

 Sound management of water and financial 
resources: Polluter pays principle, cost-
recovery (including environmental costs), 
cost-effectiveness 

 Process: participatory, enhanced 
transparency 

 



Implications in terms 

of financing (1) 

 Cost-recovery assessment (who pays for 
what) => transparency, in particular when 
confronted to pressures and impacts 

 

 Limited application of cost-effectiveness 
principle => costs over-estimated in some 
cases?  

 

 Significant costs for the proposed 
Programme of Measures => Widening 
potential sources of financing 
 Water sector driven 

 Sector-based: agriculture, climate change/renewable 
energy, harbour development 



Implications in terms 

of financing (2) 

 Assessing the capacity to pay (affordability) 
as justification of exemptions 
 For households, for economic sectors 

 For the state/water budget 

 

 Overall, moving away from the water sector 
and loosing some legitimacy?  



Practical implications 

 Strengthened information base on who 
pays for what => linking the water cycle 
with the financial flows 

 

 Mechanisms established for discussing 
sector-based financing (working 
groups/WFD plateform, etc.) – but not 
yet common nor structured 



The future challenges 

… 

 The economic and financial crisis that 
might impact on: 
 Sectors and pressures 

 Access to financial resources 

 Availability of financial resources… 

 Relevance of new financing instruments 

 …  

 

 Despite the large costs foreseen 
 no (limited) efforts in searching for new 

financing instruments  (=> time exemptions as 
the favoured option!)  

 new challenges for water (economic?) decision 
makers ? (legitimacy, wide range of instruments 
out of the water sector) 

 

 



This workshop: 

launching the debate 

 Policy framework 

 Identifying the financing needs 

 Reducing the costs of achieving policy 
objectives 

 Increasing financial resources from 
users and beneficiaries 

 Improving the allocation of public 
resources 

 

 

 

 


