
Creditor Reporting 
System 

Aid Activities in Support of Water 
Supply and Sanitation, 2001-2006

December 2008

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑05172‑0

 €40.00 | $61.00 | £31.00 | ¥6 400

This publication presents comprehensive statistics on aid flows in support 
of water supply and sanitation for the years 2001-2006, including trends in 
donors’ aid and the degree of targeting of countries most in need. Individual 
donor profiles provide summary statistics in the form of charts and tables, 
and descriptions of donors’ development co-operation policies in the water 
sector. The publication also records the relevant aid activities reported by DAC 
members and multilateral institutions to the CRS Aid Activity database (Creditor 
Reporting System). The information is based on individual commitments and 
disbursements of Official Development Assistance (ODA) to water supply and 
sanitation.

This edition is the product of collaboration between the Secretariat of the OECD 
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) and the World Water Council (WWC).

Space Technologies and 
Climate Change 

Implications for Water Management, 
Marine Resources and Maritime 
Transport

December 2008

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑05413‑4

 €40.00 | $61.00 | £31.00 | ¥6 400

This book examines the contributions that space technologies can make in 
tackling some of the serious problems posed by climate change. Focusing on 
examples of water management, marine resources and maritime transport, 
it sets out the rationale for further developing satellite systems to measure 
and monitor climate change and help mitigate its consequences. The report 
underlines the need to consider satellites not just as research and development 
systems, but as an important component of a critical communication- and 
information-based infrastructure for modern societies. The tool box for decision 
makers that concludes the book reviews different methodological options for 
deciding on investments in space-based earth observation.

Private Sector 
Participation in Water 
Infrastructure

OECD Checklist for Public Action

March 2009 

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑05921‑4

 €50.00 | $71.00 | £39.00 | ¥7 500

Many countries have sought the involvement of the private sector to upgrade 
and develop their water and sanitation infrastructure and improve the efficiency 
of water systems. However, high capital intensity, large initial outlays, long 
pay-back periods, immobility of assets and low rates of return generate high 
risks. These factors, when combined with poor initial information and a weak 
investment environment, limit the scale of private sector participation in water 
and sanitation infrastructure. 

Recognising this, the OECD has developed practical guidance, building on 
the OECD Principles for Private Sector Participation in Infrastructure, to help 
governments and other stakeholders to assess and manage the implications 
of involving private actors in the financing, development and management of 
water and sanitation infrastructure. The resulting OECD Checklist for Public 
Action provides a coherent catalogue of policy directions for consideration by 
governments, including appropriate allocation of roles, risks and responsibilities, 
framework conditions and contractual arrangements necessary to make 
the best of private sector participation and to harness more effectively the 
capacities of all stakeholders.
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Managing Water for All - Key Messages for Policy Makers

Alternative Ways of Providing Water: Emerging Options and their Policy Implications

OECD Principles for Private Sector Participation in Infrastructure

Water: The Experience  in OECD Countries

Managing Water for All

An OECD Perspective on Pricing and 
Financing

March 2009 

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑05033‑4

 €24.00 | $32.00 | £20.00 | ¥3 000

Water is a key prerequisite for human and economic development, and for 
maintaining ecosystems. However, billions of people lack access to water and 
sanitation services, mainly due to poor governance and inadequate investment 
and maintenance. The situation is becoming more urgent due to increasing 
pressure, competition and even conflict over the use of water resources.

The OECD has been working for many years to address these challenges. The 
results of the recent work are summarised in this report, which emphasises 
the economic and financial aspects of water resources management and water 
service provision, the need for an integrated approach to address these complex 
policy challenges, and the importance of establishing a firm evidence base to 
support policy development and implementation.

This report examines: strategic financial planning for water supply and 
sanitation that balances the key sources of revenues for the water sector 
– the“3Ts” of taxes, tariffs and transfers; the design and implementation of 
water pricing strategies that balance financial sustainability with other policy 
objectives; recent developments in private sector participation in the water 
sector; and trends and the future outlook of water use in agriculture. It considers 
both developing and OECD countries and offers concrete recommendations and 
checklists for action.
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OECD Trade Policy Studies
Liberalisation and 
Universal Access to Basic 
Services
Telecommunications, Water and 
Sanitation, Financial Services, and 
Electricity

November 2006

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑02867‑8

 €54.00 | $72.00 | £38.00 | ¥7 500

Building on a recent groundbreaking OECD/World Bank seminar, this volume 
explores whether and how trade liberalisation can contribute to achieving 
universal service goals and the types of complementary policies required.  It 
focuses on experiences in four sectors - telecommunications,  water and 
sanitation, financial services, and electricity. The unique multi-sector perspective 
taken in this book, together with the national case studies, yield insights which 
can help countries promote their universal access goals. A horizontal assessment 
also helps determine how far the current services negotiations in the WTO, under 
the General Agreement on Trade in Services, can aid the attainment of universal 
service goals

Infrastructure to 2030 
(Vol.1)

Telecom, Land Transport, Water and 
Electricity

July 2006

978‑92‑64‑02398‑7

 €45.00 | $56.00 | £31.00 | ¥6 200

Energy, transport, water and telecommunications all are essential to future 
development and growth. However, infrastructure investment requirements over 
the coming decades will be massive, running into trillions of dollars. How will the 
needed investsments be financed, given that OECD populations are ageing fast 
and public finances tightening? How will such factors as urbanisation, climate 
change and globalisation affect the development of infrastructures in OECD 
countries? And how will the role of the public sector and private actors evolve 
over time? These are just some of the questions this OECD report addresses 
in this long-term assessment of the future of infrastructures in both OECD and 
non-OECD countries.

Instrument Mixes for 
Environmental Policy

June 2007

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑01780‑1

 €50.00 | $67.00 | £36.00 | ¥6 900

What are the impacts on environmental effectiveness and economic efficiency 
of using an “instrument mix”, rather than a single instrument, to address a 
given environmental problem? What are the main arguments for using such 
instrument mixes, and are the instrument mixes currently in use actually well 
designed in response to these arguments? These are the main questions 
addressed in this report, which is based on a series of in-depth case studies.  
The case studies analyse instrument mixes applied in OECD countries to 
address household waste, non-point sources of water pollution in agriculture, 
residential energy efficiency, regional air pollution and emissions to air of 
mercury.

Water and Agriculture

Sustainability, Markets and Policies

November 2006

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑02256‑0

 €80.00 | $108.00 | £57.00 | ¥11 100

Agriculture is a major user of water and is responsible for much of its 
pollution. But the agricultural sector faces increasing competition for scarce 
water supplies from urban and industrial users and, increasingly, to sustain 
ecosystems.  This conference proceedings explores how both governments and 
the private sector can expand the role of markets to allocate water used by all 
sectors and to get agricultural producers to account for the pollution that their 
sector generates.

Improving Water 
Management

Recent OECD Experience

March 2003

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑09948‑7

 €28.00 | $37.00 | £18.00 | ¥3 300

This report brings together the recent work done by OECD on water 
management issues and identifies the main policy challenges for sustainable 
water management.  Issues discussed are:  performance of water management 
policies in OECD countries; water pricing; financing of water and wastewater 
infrastructure; water-related development co-operation; social aspects of water 
pricing; biochemical technologies for improving water quality; and aid to the 
water supply and sanitation sector. 

Co-published by IWA Publishing, London:  www.iwapublishing.com.

Social Issues in the 
Provision and Pricing of 
Water Services

July 2003

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑09991‑3

 €44.00 | $57.00 | £30.00 | ¥5 600

This book explores the interface between environmental and social elements 
of water pricing policies in OECD countries.  It focuses on affordability of water 
services and social measures aimed at resolving these affordability problems.  
The book considers how environmental and social safeguards are addressed 
under different models of water utility ownership and management.  Drawing on 
a case study in Mexico, the book explores social problems associated with the 
transition from one level of water service provision to another.

Environmental Finance

Financing Water 
and Environmental 
Infrastructure

The Case of Eastern Europe, the 
Caucasus and Central Asia

February 2006

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑03606‑2

 €25.00 | $31.00 | £17.00 | ¥3 400

The current environmental situation of the countries of Eastern Europe, the 
Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA) is dire and challenges are mounting, 
but there are also new opportunities. This report explains the environmental 
challenges that these transition economies face, and assesses the financial 
tools and resources, both domestic and foreign, available to tackle them.

Environmental 
Performance of 
Agriculture at a Glance

June 2008

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑04589‑7

 €30.00 | $46.00 | £21.00 | ¥4 100

In OECD countries, agriculture uses on average over 40% of land and water 
resources, and thus has significant affect on the environment. This report 
provides the latest and most comprehensive data and analysis on the 
environmental performance of agriculture in OECD countries since 1990. It 
covers key environmental themes including soil, water, air and biodiversity and 
looks at recent policy developments in all 30 countries.

Environmental 
Performance of 
Agriculture in OECD 
Countries Since 1990

June 2008

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑04092‑2

 €90.00 | $126.00 | £64.00 | ¥12 500

Over recent years the environmental performance of agriculture has improved 
in many countries, largely due to consumer pressure and changing public 
opinion. Many OECD countries are now tracking the environmental performance 
of agriculture, which is informing policy makers and society on the trends in 
agri-environmental conditions, and can provide a valuable aid to policy analysis. 
The indicators in this report provide crucial information to monitor and analyse 
the wide range of policy measures used in agriculture today, and how they are 
affecting the environment.

Environmental Finance

Local Capital Markets 
for Environmental 
Infrastructure

Prospects in China, Kazakhstan, 
Russian Federation and Ukraine

February 2006

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑03595‑9

 €45.00 | $56.00 | £31.00 | ¥6 100

Transition and emerging economies have difficulties developing their 
financial markets to a level that would provide access to long-term debt 
finance at an affordable cost. This report examines opportunities beyond 
the public sector for financing water and other environmental infrastructure. 
Specifically, opportunities for accessing savings through private financial and 
capital markets have been examined. The report identifies bottlenecks to the 
development of local financial markets for environmental infrastructure and 
discusses policy recommendations to tackle them.

Infrastructure to 2030 
(Vol.2)

Mapping Policy for Electricity, Water 
and Transport

September 2007 

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑03131‑9

 €50.00 | $65.00 | £36.00 | ¥6 900

Infrastructure systems play a vital role in economic and social development. 
Demand for infrastructure is set to continue to expand significantly in the decades 
ahead, driven by major factors of change such as global economic growth, 
technological progress, climate change, urbanisation and growing congestion. 
However, challenges abound: many parts of infrastructure systems in OECD 
countries are ageing rapidly, public finances are becoming increasingly tight and 
infrastructure financing is becoming more complex. This book assesses the future 
viability of current “business models” in five infrastructure sectors: electricity, 
water, rail freight, urban mass transit and road transport. It proposes policy 
recommendations that aim to enhance capacity to meet future infrastructure 
needs.

OECD Environmental 
Outlook to 2030

March 2008

ISBN: 978‑92‑64‑04048‑9

 €90.00 | $117.00 | £64.00 | ¥12 500

The OECD Environmental Outlook to 2030 provides analyses of economic and 
environmental trends to 2030, and simulations of policy actions to address 
the key challenges. Without new policies, we risk irreversibly damaging the 
environment and the natural resource base needed to support economic growth 
and well-being. The costs of policy inaction are high.

But the Outlook shows that tackling the key environmental problems we face 
today -- including climate change, biodiversity loss, water scarcity and the health 
impacts of pollution -- is both achievable and affordable. It highlights a mix of 
policies that can address these challenges in a cost-effective way. 

“An indispensable addition to the expanding body of environmental literature...
Essential” - Choice

Visit our website to find out more www.oecd.org/water Visit our website to find out more www.oecd.org/water
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