
l  Support to water diplomacy between Azerbaijan and Georgia 
will continue through an assessment of the potential benefits 
of enhanced transboundary cooperation, including the 
development of economic instruments. 

The capability of national experts, evident during the work for 
the NPD, gives grounds for optimism surrounding the future of 
IWRM in the country. 
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PRIORITY AREAS OF WORK AND MAIN ACTIVITIES
l  Institutional reforms for IWRM in the view of implementing EU 

WFD principles, including the preparation of a National Water 
Law.

l  Target setting under the Protocol on Water and Health. 
 A report was produced and a roundtable discussion held on 

Georgia’s possible accession to the Protocol on Water and 
Health.  

l  Strengthening transboundary water cooperation with 
Azerbaijan and preparatory work towards accession to the 
UNECE Water Convention. 

 
KEY ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE NPD
l  A national water law was developed in 2012-2013 as part 

of the NPD process in Georgia. It introduces the river basin 
management approach (in line with the EU WFD) and 
clarifies the roles of state institutions. The EUWI NPD has been 
instrumental also in the process of elaborating a background 
study on existing water management laws and institutions. 
The new law is currently being prepared for passing forward 
for parliamentary approval. 

l  A review of economic instruments for water management 
was conducted in Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia. Further 
reforms of existing instruments are being considered.

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
l  Support will be provided to ensure that the draft National 

Water Law will be adopted by the Parliament in 2014. This will 
include support to a legal working group which will devise an 
implementation plan as well as draft high-priority subordinate 
legal acts.
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“Georgia is pleased to have started 
the ratification process of the 
Protocol on Water and Health. 
The initiation of this process was 
strongly supported by a National 
Policy Dialogue (NPD) through 
promotion of wide consultations 
with the relevant stakeholders at 
national and international levels.” 
Khatuna Gogaladze
Minister of Environment, Georgia
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