
  

 
                                                                          

 

 

 
 

EAP Task Force 
 

EAP Task Force 
   A                                                                 

 
 

EAP Ta      

EU Water Initiative - EECCA Working Group 
13

th
 Meeting 

24-25 November 2009, Bucharest  

 
 

 
Status of partnership arrangements and progress of 

the National Policy Dialogues of the EUWI-EECCA 

Component in 2008-2009 

 

 
 

 

 

BUCHAREST, 2009



  Page 2 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 

The EUWI is a political initiative which seeks to assist partner countries in the development and 

implementation of policies, strategies and priorities for the water and sanitation sector with 

which donors could align and support, so that existing resources will be more effectively utilised 

and new resources will be attracted to the sector to meet the specific requirements of individual 

developing countries and river basin organisations. The EUWI has five specific objectives: (i) 

the reinforcement of political commitment towards action and innovation oriented partnership; 

(ii) the promotion of improved water governance, capacity building and awareness: (iii) 

improved efficiency and effectiveness of water management through multi-stakeholder dialogue 

and coordination; (iv) strengthened co-operation through promoting river basin approaches in 

national and transboundary waters; and (v) identification of additional financial resources and 

mechanisms to ensure sustainable financing. 

The European Union’s Water Initiative (EUWI) and its component for the countries in Eastern 

Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA) were launched at the Johannesburg World Summit 

on Sustainable Development in 2002. The main objective of the EUWI is to support developing 

countries’ and transition economies’ actions to achieve the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) on water supply and sanitation (WSS) and on integrated water resource management 

(IWRM).  

The EUWI EECCA Working Group, a group composed of senior EECCA countries’ officials 

and their international partners, identified UNECE as strategic partner to support National Policy 

Dialogues (NPDs) on integrated water resources management and the Organization for 

Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) with its Task Force on the Environment 

Action Programme (EAP Task Force) as strategic partner on water supply and sanitation. 

 

The OECD/EAP Task Force has been carrying out National Policy Dialogues on Financing WSS 

in five countries: Armenia, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine. UNECE 

has been carrying out National Policy Dialogues on Integrated Water Resources management 

(IWRM) in four countries: Armenia, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova and Ukraine. 

 

The Dialogues on WSS are high-level multi-stakeholder meetings, usually led by the ministry 

responsible for WSS and/or the Ministry of Economy. The dialogue process on IWRM is usually 

led by the Ministry of Environment or the State Water Committee. All dialogue processes 

involve also the ministries of foreign affairs, finance, regional development, environment, health, 

as well as associations of municipalities, water utilities and water users, and representatives of 

the civil society, and their international partners: the European Commission (EC) and the country 

which chairs the EUWI EECCA WG, OECD/EAP Task Force, international organizations (e.g. 

UNDP, UNECE), international financial institutions (IFIs) and individual donor agencies.  

 

The Dialogues result in legislative acts, ministerial orders, strategy documents, plans of 

implementation as well as recommendations and good practice documents. 
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Ongoing National Policy Dialogues – progress made in 2008-
2009 
National Policy Dialogues have been developed as the main operational instrument to implement 

the work program of the EUWI-EECCA Component. The overall objectives of National Policy 

Dialogues are to initiate country-specific activities regarding WSS, Financing Strategies and 

IWRM to improve regulatory and administrative frameworks, help setting country priorities, and 

identify projects and develop capacity in the EECCA region through a dialogue that, among 

others, involves public authorities and representatives of the civil society. National Policy 

Dialogues contribute to the development of policies for achieving the water-related MDGs and 

IWRM targets.  

 

As an element of the National Policy Dialogues, “policy packages” are developed in the relevant 

EECCA countries on the basis of country-specific designed joint activities, including those 

mentioned under the previous paragraph.  These activities pay particular attention to policy 

reforms towards sustainable water management and financing of water supply and sanitation 

infrastructure developments, including conservation of the environment, water as a polluted 

natural resource, strengthening regulatory systems, and institutional frameworks,. The final 

outputs of the National Policy Dialogues are policy documents addressing one or more of the 

above-mentioned issues.  

 

Ultimately National Policy Dialogues can help to prepare for, develop and launch technical 

assistance projects with partners at the national level, to generate concrete results on the ground 

and advance with the achievement of the MDGs. EUWI-EECCA partners have therefore started 

to discuss concrete cooperation with UNDP, bilateral donors and other organizations/countries 

on how to build on and utilize the outputs of the NPDs as a basis for development projects and 

initiatives in the future. 
 

Main activities under the ongoing IWRM & WSS-related policy dialogues 

 

Instruments/frameworks Georgia Armenia Kyrgyzstan Moldova Ukraine 

Water Framework Directive’s 

principles  

EU Urban Wastewater Directive 

 x  x  

Water Convention’s principles 

Protocol Water and Health 

 x x x x 

Climate change adaptation (EU and 

UNECE instruments) 

    x 

EU Flood Directive/UNECE 

instruments 

    x 

Institutional frameworks (e.g. River 

Basin Councils) 

  x x  

Financing strategy urban & rural 

WSS; Linking financing strategy 

into budget process 

x x x x  

Decentralisation and the 

achievement of economies of scale 

    x 

 

National Policy Dialogues in Moldova, Armenia, Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyz Republic 



  Page 4 

 

 

Armenia 
 

IWRM  

 

In 2008, two meetings of the Steering Group on the NPD-IWRM were held, which were jointly 

organized by UNECE, the Armenian Agency for Water Management and the Armenian Country 

Water Partnership. The Steering Group involves, apart from national stakeholders,  

representatives of UNDP, USAID and the Tacis Water Governance project for Western EECCA, 

which helps coordinating inputs by various organizations and streamlining their activities with 

the requirements to draw up policy packages. The policy packages adopted in 2008 deal with the 

implementation of the Water Framework Directive by Armenian authorities and other 

stakeholders. An Agreement between the French basin authority Artois- Picardie and the 

Armenian Agency for Water Management was prepared and signed in early 2009. Most recently, 

an action plan to achieve the water-related Millennium Development Goals
1
 was drawn up under the 

auspices of the Steering Group. Its implementation will start in early 2010 with financial support 

from Finland.  

 

WSS 

 

Comprehensive work on the financing of water supply and sanitation was carried-out in previous 

phases of the dialogue. Preliminary discussions with the Armenian authorities indicate that there 

is an interest to continue the dialogue on financing water, but with a focus beyond the water 

supply and sanitation sector. OECD work on financing water resources management (WRM) 

would help decision-makers think through the needs and options for funding WRM, as well as 

the best use of existing resources. This could build on OECD’s work on WSS in the country and 

the conceptual work that OECD is currently developing in the area of WRM financing. It would 

also build on work carried-out by UNECE in the Marmarik river basin, as well as the broader 

efforts for integrated water resources management that have taken place in the country. OECD is 

going to carry out an exploratory mission to Armenia in October 2009.   

 

Georgia 
 

WSS 

 

A National Policy Dialogue on WSS has been carried-out in 2008. Within this dialogue, two 

meetings were held in 2008, and the resulting policy document proposes a Financing Strategy for 

Urban and Rural WSS, providing the Government with guidance on how to achieve financial 

sustainability in the sector. This document has been adopted by the dialogue steering group and 

is now being used to support the sector reform process. 

 

Moldova 

WSS 

                                                 
1
 Action plan on improving health in Armenia through target setting to ensure sustainable water management, access 

to safe water and adequate sanitation 
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National Policy Dialogue (NPD) on WSS has been going on since 2006 with the conclusion of a 

first phase of work in early 2008. A second phase of dialogue has been under preparation since 

and the ToR for this new phase of the dialogue have been prepared, funds raised (from Austria 

and the Czech Republic) and a consultant selected through a tender.  . The project 

implementation has been somewhat delayed due to recent political changes in Moldova. 

However, the first NPD meeting is scheduled for the beginning of December, 2009. The focus of 

the dialogue will be on developing a mid-term investment/action plan aimed at implementing the 

2007 Government Strategy “Water Supply and Sewage in Settlements of the Republic of 

Moldova” and the 2007 Financing Strategy by effectively integrating the investment/action plan 

into the medium-term expenditure framework (MTEF) in the Ministry of Finance (MoF). 

IWRM 

In 2008, the NPD process continued with two Steering Group (SG) meetings, which were jointly 

organized by UNECE, the Moldavian Ministry of Environment, the Agency Apele Moldova and 

the International NGO Eco-TIRAS. Three policy packages were adopted: (a) a Governmental 

Order on wastewater discharges from municipal sources; (b) a draft Order of the Agency Apele 

Moldovei on the establishment of river basin management authorities and river basin councils; 

and (c)an action plan to achieve the water-related Millennium Development Goals 
2
 (the 

implementation of the latter started in August 2009 with financial assistance of Switzerland 

under an agreement between the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation and UNECE). 

Estonia provided expertise and financially supported the NPD process in 2008.  

Kyrgyzstan 
 

WSS 

 

During 2008, a National Policy Dialogue process has been set up, and a National Coordination 

Council (Steering group) established by the Kyrgyz Government (Ordinance # 337 dated 

22.07.2008, issued by the Kyrgyz Prime-Minister) to oversee, guide and provide a platform for 

the National Policy Dialogue (NPD) on Financing Urban and Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 

(WSS) in the Kyrgyz Republic. 

 

In the framework of dialogue on water and sanitation, at the first phase of the NDP a policy 

document focussed on financing of Rural and Urban WSS infrastructure in the Kyrgyz Republic, 

has been developed. The activities comprised the development of a National Financing Strategy 

for Urban and Rural WSS and the adoption of this document by the Coordination council of the 

National Policy Dialogue.  

A second phase of work focused on implementing the financing strategy by integrating it into the 

policy framework and budget process (mid-term budgetary framework and annual budgets). An 

annotated outline of a new water and sanitation sector policy paper and a number of instruments 

aimed at the integration of the Financing Strategy into the budget process (e.g. recommendations 

on the integration and a template for presenting investment project concept) have been developed 

and approved by the Coordination council. 

                                                 
2
 “Action plan on setting targets and target dates on sustainable water management, safe drinking water and 

adequate sanitation to comply with the provisions of article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health” 
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Five NPD meetings have been held so far: on 08 April 2008, 21 October 2008, 09 December 

2008, 09 April 2009 and on 16 June 2009. 

The dialogue will continue in 2010 focusing on the elaboration of the National WSS policy and 

building upon the results of previous work and outcomes of the NPD achieved so far.  

IWRM 

So far, three Steering Committee (SC) meeting were held in October 2008, June 2009 and 

October 2009 in Bishkek. They were jointly organized by UNECE, the Kyrgyz Ministry of 

Agriculture, Water Management and Processing Industries and the Kyrgyz Institute for 

Automatic Water Measuring Devises. A “Common Understanding” on the NPD process 2008-

2011 was signed, which sets out the major NPD-IWRM activities and stipulates that the SC will 

coordinate to the extent possible existing and forthcoming assistance programmes in the field of 

IWRM, including those carried out under the auspices of UNECE, UNDP, the World Bank, the 

Tacis Water Governance project for Central Asia (Kyrgyz components) and projects by Germany 

(GTZ) and Switzerland. CAREC, the joint Kazakh-Kyrgyz Commission on the Chu and Talas 

and Moldova are providing expertise on the implementation of policy packages, which dealt with 

two issues: the establishment of a river basin council for the Chu basin (policy package 

submitted in June 2009 to the joint Kyrgyz-Kazakh Commission on the Chu and Talas for 

implementation and adopted as Ministerial Order in October 2009), and an action plan to achieve 

the water-related Millennium Development Goals (policy package adopted in June 2009). 

Norway is considering providing financial support for the implementation of the latter plan to 

start in 2010.  

Ukraine 

 
WSS 

 

Following some delays in the start-up of this dialogue, linked to the political situation in the 

Ukraine, a first dialogue meeting took place in April 2009. A discussion paper on “Impacts of 

decentralization on water service provision and measures to cope with over-fragmentation in the 

water supply and sanitation sector in Ukraine” was prepared to serve as input to this first 

dialogue event. The dialogue process is lead by the Ministry for the Housing Economy and 

Construction. It is planned that this dialogue would continue with the development of a roadmap 

for related reforms. 

 

IWRM  

 

The NPD process started in 2008 with two Steering Group (SG) meetings, which were jointly 

organized by UNECE, OSCE and the Ukrainian State Committee for Water Management. The 

SG approved a “Common Understanding” which sets out the major NPD-IWRM activities until 

2010. These mainly include the development of policy packages related to adaptation to climate 

change in water management, including flood management. A first policy package, approved by 

the SG in 2008 is on a plan to achieve sustainable water management, safe drinking water and 

adequate sanitation. The implementation of the latter started in June 2009 with financial support 

by Norway and in-kind contributions by Israel. Moreover a Partnership agreement between the 

Ukrainian State Committee for Water Management and the Office International de l’eau (France) 
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on IWRM issues was signed in 2008 which also provides for assistance on the NPD issues in 

Ukraine. A private sector entity (Coca Cola Beverages/Ukraine) financially contributed in 2008 

to NPD meetings.  

 

In the preparatory process for the third SG meeting (29-30 October 2009), , an evidence base is 

drawn up on climate change issues relevant to water management in the transboundary basin of 

the Dniester River (including an inventory of available data and information relevant to the 

status of water bodies, hydrological characteristics, water use as well as analytical studies and 

other relevant documentation). In the course of 2010, , a plan of ways and means to cope with 

climate change issues and its impact on water management will be draw up, most likely together 

with Moldova. 

 

 



  

Detailed progress report 
 

EUWI EECCA Work 

Program 2008 Activity 

Work Program activity 

implemented  
 

Partnership arrangement and 

support 

NPD Outputs 

Working Group meetings  11
th

 Working Group meeting in Bucharest 

12-13 May 2008 

 

12
th

 Working Group  meeting in Ashgabat, 

Turkmenistan 4
th

 December 2008 

 

 

 

Joint meeting of the EUWI EECCA 

Working Group and the OECD EAP Tasl 

Force’s Group of Senior Officials for Water 

Sector Reform in EECCA on 24-25 

November of 2009 

 

Meeting jointly organized by the Romanian 

Government and EU Commission, Romanian Chair 

of EUWI EECCA and OECD EAP Task Force Senior 

Officials Group.  

 

Meeting jointly organized by the Government of 

Turkmenistan, Romanian Chair of EUWI EECCA, 

EU Commission 

 

Meeting jointly organized by the Government of 

Romania and the EC Commission 

 

Chair and Secretariat Romania is chairing the EUWI EECCA 

group in 2008 and 2009 

Romanian Government provides the chairmanship 

and funds the Technical Secretariat 

 

Armenia IWRM 1
st
 and 2

nd
 NPD-IWRM Steering Group 

(SG) meetings on 11-12 June and 15-16 

October 2008  in Yerevan 

 

3
rd

 SG meeting scheduled for December 

2009 

 

(Note: On 11 March 2008 a combined 

IWRM/WSS Steering Group meeting, 

organized under the overall auspices of 

OECD was also held during which 

responsibility for the dialogue process was 

shifted from the Agency for Water Systems 

(WSS issues) to the Agency for Water 

Management (IWRM Issues) 

- Meeting jointly organized by UNECE, the 

Armenian Agency for Water Management and the 

Armenian Country Water Partnership 

 

- SG coordinates inputs by UNDP, USAID and the 

Tacis Water Governance project for Western EECCA 

to implement policy packages 

 

- Government of Finland will provide financial 

assistance to implement the plan for sustainable water 

management, safe drinking water and adequate 

sanitation (see right column)  

 

- An Agreement between the French basin authority 

Artois- Picardie and the Armenian Agency for Water 

Management was prepared and signed in early 2009.  

1.  Draft strategy on the 

implementation of the principles of 

the EU Water Framework Directive 

in Armenia, which so far consists 

three interrelated policy packages: 

     Baseline conditions for 

IWRM in the Marmarik River 

basin, adopted in March 2008;  

      Identification of desired 

conditions for water uses and 

functions in the Marmarik River 

basin, adopted in October 2008; 
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    Identification of measures, 

outcome of public consultations 

and preliminary cost estimates, 

adopted in October 2008. 

2.   Action plan on improving 

health in Armenia through target 

setting to ensure sustainable water 

management, access to safe water 

and adequate sanitation 

 

Georgia  

 

 

WSS Inception mission in April 2007 to discuss 

with the key Georgian counterparts the 

work plan and data collection approach for 

rural areas; and to establish a Steering 

Group (SG) 

 

Meeting of the Steering Group in February 

2008 to discuss baseline scenario and 

options for development scenarios 

 

A final dialogue event in November 2008. 

The outcome of the meeting is a feasible 

financing strategy and an associated policy 

package to achieve the MDGs on water 

supply and sanitation in Georgia. 

 

The inception mission was jointly organized by the 

Government of Georgia, and the OECD/EAP Task 

Force secretariat  

 

Meeting jointly organized by the Government of 

Georgia and the OECD/EAP Task Force secretariat  

 

Meeting jointly organized by the  Government of 

Georgia and the OECD/EAP Task Force secretariat  

 

(a) Inception Report; (b) Baseline 

Report; (c) Draft Final Report and 

(d) Minutes of the aforementioned 

NPD meetings. 

 

Moldova 

 

  

IWRM 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Steering Group (SG) meeting on 

18-19 June and 24-25 September 2008 in 

Chisinau 

 

5
th

 SG meeting scheduled for late 2009 will 

be shifted to early 2010 given the time 

needed by the Government to establish 

its new administration. 

 

- Meetings jointly organized by UNECE, the 

Moldavian Ministry of Environment, the Agency 

Apele Moldova and the International NGO Eco-

TIRAS 

 

- Agreement between the Swiss Agency for 

Development and Cooperation (SDC) and UNECE 

signed on 27 July 2009 on financing implementation 

of the policy package “sustainable water 

management, safe drinking water and adequate 

sanitation”  

 

Order of the Government of the 

Republic of Moldova on 

wastewater discharges from 

municipal sources, adopted on 10 

October 2008 

 

Draft order of the Government of 

the Republic of Moldova on the 

composition and work of river 

basin councils, finalized in October 

2008 and circulated among 

governmental entities to prepare 
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- Estonia provided expertise and financially 

supported the NPD process in 2008 

 

- Government of Switzerland is providing financial 

assistance to the dialogue process in 2009/2010 for 

the “implementation plan” (see right column) 

 

approval by the Government 

 

Plan of implementation of 

sustainable water management, safe 

drinking water and adequate 

sanitation in the Republic of 

Moldova, adopted at Steering 

Group meeting in June 2008 

 

 

WSS 

 

An NPD on a national financing strategy for 

WSS was conducted in 2006-2007. A 

follow-up to support the implementation of 

the financing strategy through an investment 

programme and a link to the medium term 

expenditure budget is currently under 

preparation (i.e. ToR and fundraising). 

 

Inception mission in July 2008 to discuss 

with key local stakeholders draft ToR of a 

follow up project to develop an 

Investment/Action plan to implement the 

2007 Government strategy and the 

Financing strategy for WSS. 

 

ToR approved and a consultant selected via 

a tender. 

 

First NPD meeting is scheduled for Dec. 

2009. 

 

This NPD involved key local and international 

stakeholders, and was jointly organized by the 

Government of Moldova and the OECD/EAP Task 

Force secretariat  

 

 

 

 

The inception mission jointly organized by the 

Government of Moldova, the Austrian development 

agency and the OECD/EAP Task Force secretariat 

 

 

 

 

Governments of Austria and the Czech Republic, 

jointly with the EC/Aidco are providing financial 

support to the dialogue.  

 

Financing strategy for urban and 

rural WSS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ToR for the follow-up project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consultant selected. He will prepare 

background documents  to facilitate  

the dialogue  

Kyrgyz Republic IWRM  
 

1
st
 to  3rdSteering Committee (SC) meetings 

on 29-30 October 2008,  17-18 June 2009, 

and 8-9 October 2009 in Bishkek 

 

 

 

 

- Meeting jointly organized by UNECE, the Kyrgyz 

Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Processing 

Industries and the Kyrgyz Institute for Automatic 

Water Measuring Devises 

 

- Common Understanding (CU) on NPD process 

2008-2011 signed 

 

- CU stipulates that the SC will coordinate to the 

extent possible existing and forthcoming assistance 

Order of the Water Departments of 

the Ministry of Agriculture, Water 

and Processing Industries of 

Kyrgyzstan on the “Mandate, work 

and composition of the River Basin 

Council for the Chu Basin”, 
examined at the first Steering 

Committee meeting, adopted at the 

second meeting and issued as 

Ministerial Order in October 2009 
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programmes in the field of IWRM, including those 

carried out under the auspices of UNECE, UNDP, the 

World Bank, the Tacis Water Governance project for 

Central Asia (Kyrgyz components) and other 

assistance projects (currently Germany (GTZ) and  

Switzerland) 

 

- CAREC, the joint Kazakh-Kyrgyz Commission on 

the Chu and Talas and Moldova are providing 

expertise on the implementation of policy packages 

 

- Governments of Finland and Norway are 

considering providing expertise and financial 

assistance from 2009 onwards 

 

 

 

Plan of implementation of 

sustainable water management, safe 

drinking water and adequate 

sanitation in Kyrgyzstan adopted at 

second Steering Committee  

meeting in June 2009 

 

 

WSS 

 

Start-up meeting in Bishkek in April 2008 

to launch the dialogue, approve the work 

plan and agree upon the dialogue objectives 

and  organization/  

 

 

Statement on Common Understanding  

 

 

 

 

National coordination council established 

 

 

 

 

Meeting of the Coordination council in 

October 2008 to discuss baseline scenario 

and options for development scenarios 

 

Meeting of the Coordination council in 

December 2008 to discuss draft National 

Financing strategy for urban and rural WSS 

 

Meeting jointly organized by the Government of 

Kyrgyzstan, UNDP country office and the 

OECD/EAP Task Force secretariat to launch the 

dialogue process 

 

 

Statement jointly prepared by the Government of 

Kyrgyzstan  and the OECD/EAP Task Force 

secretariat, and signed by the chair of the Start-up 

meeting on behalf of the meeting participants 

 

Coordination council to guide the project and 

provide a platform for the NPD involving key 

stakeholders established by Kyrgyz Prime-Minster 

Ordinance, #377-p dated 22.07.2008 

 

Four NPD meetings jointly organized by the 

Government of Kyrgyzstan, and the OECD/EAP Task 

Force secretariat  

 

 (a) the Statement on Common 

Understanding; (b) Policy paper on 

the Baseline and the Baseline 

Report; (c) Financing Strategy for 

Urban and Rural WSS (d) 

annotated outline WSS Sector 

Policy Paper (e) Recommendations 

on the integration of the Financing 

Strategy into the budget process (f) 

nd a template for presenting 

investment project concept and (g) 

Minutes of the aforementioned 5 

NPD meetings. 
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Meeting of the Coordination council in 

April 2009 to discuss and approve the 

National Financing strategy for WSS 

 

Meeting of the Coordination council in June 

2009 to discuss and approve an annotated 

outline WSS Sector Policy Paper and a 

number of instruments aimed at the 

integration of the Financing Strategy into 

the budget process.   

 

Ukraine  WSS 

 

Exploratory mission to Ukraine in April 

2008 to identify with key local stakeholders 

possible focus areas of NPD.  

 

Agreement has been reached to focus this 

NPD on the issue of institutional 

fragmentation in the WSS sector and the 

policy measures that can help to overcome 

such a situation.  

 

Following some delays in the start-up of this 

dialogue, linked to the political situation in 

the Ukraine, a first dialogue meeting took 

place in April 2009. A discussion paper on 

“Impacts of decentralization on water 

service provision and measures to cope with 

over-fragmentation in the water supply and 

sanitation sector in Ukraine” was prepared 

to serve as input to this first dialogue event. 

The Ministry of municipal housing economy of 

Ukraine is acting as leading entity within the 

government of Ukraine. The NPD is supported by the 

OECD/EAP Task Force secretariat. 

 

 

 

 

IWRM 

  

1
st
 and 2

nd
 Steering Group (SG) meetings 

held on 24-25 April and 10 September 2008 

 

3
rd

 SG meeting scheduled for 29-30 October 

2009 

 

- Meetings jointly organized by UNECE, OSCE and 

the Ukrainian State Committee for Water 

Management  

 

- Common Understanding approved by SG at its first 

meeting 

 

- Memorandum of Understanding between the 

 

Plan of implementation of 

sustainable water management, safe 

drinking water and adequate 

sanitation in Ukraine adopted at 

first Steering Group meeting in 

April 2009 (for financing by 

Norway see MoU in the column to 

the left) 
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Norwegian Ministry of foreign affairs and the 

Ministry for environmental protection of Ukraine 

regarding the arrangements concerning assistance to 

Ukraine in setting targets and target dates under the 

Protocol on Water and Health  

 

 

- Partnership agreement between Ukrainian State 

Committee for Water Management and Office 

International de l’eau  (France) on IWRM issues 

signed 

 

- A private sector entity (Coca Cola 

Beverages/Ukraine) financially contributes to NPD 

meetings 

 

 

 

Work continued on draft evidence 

base on climate change issues 

relevant to water management in 

the transboundary basin of the 

Dniester River and a draft plan on  

ways and means to cope with 

climate change issues and its 

impact on water management  

 

 

EU-CA High Level 

/Joint Expert WG 

 EU-CA High Level/Joint Expert Meeting in 

Ashgabat 3
rd

 December 2008  

Meeting jointly organized by the Government of 

Turkmenistan and EU Commission 

 

 



  

Lessons learnt 
National Dialogues on Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) requires:  

 A strong country commitment and  cooperation with other international organizations 

(e.g. European Commission, OECD, UNDP, OSCE, WHO) and other UNECE countries; 

 A holistic, rather than piecemeal consideration of issues, as the selected topics of the 

dialogue process are of relevance to all water-related sectors and cover one or more of the 

four pillars of IWRM (enabling environment, institutional framework, management 

instruments, and cross-cutting issues as financing and public involvement); 

 Taking advantage of the experience of UNECE and the Parties to the Water Convention, 

the topics for the National Policy Dialogues should be closely linked to the Convention’s 

provisions, particularly those on prevention, control and reduction of pollution as well as 

the work of joint bodies, consultations among Parties, and joint monitoring and 

assessment; 

 Using the Environmental Performance Review (EPR), conducted by UNECE in EECCA 

countries following an OECD approach, as a solid basis for choosing the right topics for 

the policy dialogue and for developing a holistic understanding of environmental 

problems and sustainable solutions; 

 Stressing that the focus of the dialogue process should be on policy issues rather than 

technical problems, and be designed as a platform were representatives of all competent 

sectors and the public can meet; 

 Involving all major stakeholders in the respective countries as well as representatives of 

relevant international organizations, institution and programmes as an important aim of 

the dialogue process is the implementation of policy packages (e.g. new governmental 

regulations), the involvement of representatives of Parliamentary bodies responsible for 

environmental issues is crucial in all countries. 

To carry-out successful National Dialogue on financing WSS requires:  

 National ownership; a champion & involvement at suitably high level (typically Deputy 

Minister or higher); Ministry of Finance needs to be involved; Ensure that the voice of 

the poor is being heard and factored into dialogue, i.e. by involving civil society; 

 Need to link/integrate dialogue into existing processes, especially link to regular 

budgetary processes (MTEF); align with sector institutions; 

 Such processes require time (typically between 2-3 years) and patience will be rewarded, 

these processes evolve over time, which means that support to such dialogues needs to be 

flexible enough to accommodate new demands; 

 Analytical base: methodology must be credible, with robust data, but intelligible to 

parties involved (e.g. a financial model); New data and analysis can help to build interest 

and trust between stakeholders and supporting institutions; 

 Donors can help facilitate dialogue and provide incentives, but should not undermine 

"ownership", i.e. supporting analysis, capacity development and aligning their aid with 

strategic financial plans. 

 

 

 


