
  
 

 

Draft Concept Note and Agenda 

Accelerating Innovation through Energy Technology Collaboration  

 

Thursday, 10 December 2015 (15:00-18:45) 
21st Conference of Parties (COP21)  

OECD Pavilion, Blue Zone, Paris-Le Bourget  
 
 

Context 

With energy production and use accounting for two thirds of the world’s greenhouse-gas (GHG) 
emissions, energy technology innovation is central to meeting climate mitigation goals. 
Alongside substantial increases in finance for energy technology innovation, effective 
governance frameworks are crucial to coordinate international efforts, bringing together 
researchers, technology developers, entrepreneurs, policymakers, and public and private 
finance to ensure resources for innovation are allocated effectively.  

Innovation is a key focus area under the Lima-Paris Action Agenda (LPAA) and on 8 December a 
keynote event on energy technology innovation will take place at COP21. Following on this, on 
10 December the IEA will host an event to explore international multi-lateral frameworks for 
collaborating on energy technology innovation. The event draws directly from 40 years of 
successful experiences under the IEA Technology Collaboration Programmes as well as from 
prominent international fora that facilitate collaboration on technology innovation including 
the Clean Energy Ministerial, the United Nations Environment Programme, and the Innovation 
for Cool Earth Forum. A panel discussion will bring together experts working at the “frontline” 
of energy technology innovation to discuss how collaboration between multi-sectoral 
stakeholder groups works in practice and to share views on action options to accelerate market 
uptake and on opportunities of cooperation. 

 

Objectives 

 Taking stock of existing collaborative initiatives to drive energy technology innovation 

and identify synergies and opportunities for enhanced cooperation. 

 Discussing with experts directly involved in international energy technology innovation 

how collaboration can accelerate the market uptake of low-carbon energy solutions. 

 



  
 

 

Draft Programme 

15:00- 15:15 -  Welcome and opening remarks  

Fatih Birol, Executive Director, IEA 

15:15- 16:45  - Session 1:  Delivering innovation through cooperation: governance in technology cooperation 

 The session consists of a series of presentations from representatives of international organisations and initiatives that carry out collaborative 
activities for research, develop and demonstration of innovative energy technologies. It also aims to highlight existing governance structures for 
collaboration on clean energy technologies and identify areas where cooperation might be possible. 

 
Moderator: Nick Johnstone, Head of Structural Policy Division, Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
 

- Dave Turk, Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Climate and Technology at the U.S. Department of Energy - The Clean 
Energy Ministerial (CEM): highlights of action-oriented forum of major economies aiming to improve policies and expand markets for 
innovative clean energy technologies. 

- Kamel Ben Naceur, Director of Sustainable Energy Policy and Technology, IEA - The IEA’s Energy Technology Network and the 
Technology Collaboration Programmes: taking stock of 40 years of multilateral energy technology innovation 

- Bernard Bigot, Director General, International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER): (tbc) 
- Jukka Uosukainen, Director- Climate Technology Centre & Network, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP-CTCN) - TNA 

and related implementation schemes to support the uptake of innovative technology solutions to developing countries 
- David Sandalow, Inaugural Fellow, Columbia University and Hiroshi Kuniyoshi, Special Adviser, New Energy and Industrial 

Technology Development Organization (NEDO) - The Innovation for Cool Earth Forum (ICEF): a forum for collaborative research on 
innovative energy technologies. 

- Paul Verhoef, Head of Unit for Renewable Energy Sources, Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, European Commission 
- European Innovation Union: mobilising governments, businesses and researchers to deliver clean energy innovation across the EU 

 

Q&A Session followed by short break 

17:00- 18:30 - Session 2: Implementing  energy technology collaboration: gaps, opportunities and synergies stemming from experiences of 
multilateral innovation 

This session consists of a panel debate exploring approaches to maximise the impact of international collaboration, building on panellists’ 
practical experiences with governance frameworks, implementation of RDD&D activities, and cross-cutting initiatives to accelerate clean 
energy technology innovation.  

Keynote: Paul Durrant, Head of Energy Innovation Policy, Department of Energy & Climate Change, UK  – Mission Innovation: encouraging 
greater multilateral collaboration to bring clean energy technologies to global markets faster 

 

Panel discussion moderated by: Jean-François Gagné, Head of Energy Technology Policy Division, IEA; and Jukka Uosukainen, Director UNEP-
CTCN  

Panellists:  

 Brian Ó Gallachóir, Chair, IEA Technology Collaboration Programme (TCP), Energy Technology Systems Initiative 

 Georgina Grenon, Vice Chair, IEA TCP Renewable Energy Technology Deployment  

 Mette Møglestue, Chair, IEA TCP Climate Technology Initiative  

 John Gale, General Manager, IEA TCP Greenhouse Gas R&D Programme  

 Bernard Frois, Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking (FCH-JU)  

 Martin Hiller, Director General, Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP) 

 Andrea Karpati, Head of Policy, Knowledge and Innovation Community on Climate (Climate-KIC) 
 

18:30 - Closing remarks  

Paul Simons, Deputy Executive Director, IEA 



  
 

 


