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 Date, time and venue 

Monday 30 November 2020 – Registration link: 

https://meetoecd1.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcrdOmsrDMtGNXWgx6R9ZNBk8KcLrf4xwYe  

 Contact 

Catherine Gamper｜Climate Change Adaptation 

OECD Directorate for Environment 

Tel. + (33-1) 24 24 96 11｜catherine.gamper@oecd.org  

 Community site 

https://community.oecd.org/community/joint-adaptation-task-force  

 Website 

http://www.oecd.org/environment/cc/climate-adaptation/ 

Join the conversation on Twitter: follow us at @OECD_ENV 

https://meetoecd1.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcrdOmsrDMtGNXWgx6R9ZNBk8KcLrf4xwYe
https://community.oecd.org/community/joint-adaptation-task-force
http://www.oecd.org/environment/cc/climate-adaptation/


 

– 3 – 

 

 Background on the Task Force 

The OECD Task Force on Climate Change Adaptation (TFCCA) meets as part of the OECD 

Working Parties on Climate, Investment & Development as well as on Biodiversity, Water & 

Ecosystems. Both are part of the OECD Environment Policy Committee. The objective of the 

TFCCA is to assist the OECD Secretariat in delivering projects for the Environment Policy Committee 

to advance countries’ policy agendas in support of strengthening their resilience to climate 

change and climate variability. The TFCCA seeks to promote concrete solutions and develop 

policy guidance on climate change adaptation. This work will be informed by policy analysis, the 

collection of data and the development of indicators, carried out as part of the Environment 

Policy Committee projects. The results can inspire national policies on adaptation and facilitate 

the assessment and monitoring of progress in implementing countries’ climate change 

adaptation agendas. 

The objective of the TFCCA is to:  

a. Provide a platform for a focused discussion and advice on relevant outputs under the 

OECD’s Programme of Work and Budget (PWB) on resilience and adaptation to climate 

change and climate variability; 

b. Provide a forum for the exchange of knowledge on the latest research and country 

practices on adapting to a changing climate; 

c. Identify and advise on the future development of data and indicators that can assist 

countries in assessing, benchmarking and monitoring progress in implementing national 

adaptation policies. 

 Objectives of this meeting 

This meeting of the Task Force on Climate Change Adaptation (TFCCA) aims to share information 

about recent developments related to adaptation among members and stakeholders. It will also 

be an opportunity to discuss the future programme of work on adaptation of the OECD.  
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Monday 30 November 2020 

 

12:00-12:15 Welcoming remarks  

Speaker Simon Buckle, Head of the OECD’s Climate, Biodiversity and Water Division (Chair) 

The Chair will provide opening remarks, including the objectives of and the agenda for this 

meeting. The Chair will introduce the TFCCA’s Steering Committee members and briefly 

explain their role.  

As part of the welcoming remarks 5 minutes will be allocated for members to introduce 

themselves to each other in small groups of 4-5 people. 

12:15-12:45 Horizon scanning: the future of climate change adaptation 

 This session seeks to shed light on selected issues in climate change adaptation that may 

be increasingly well understood by academic researchers, but whose policy relevance is 

only just emerging. It aims at informing countries’ continuous progress and advancements 

in their adaptation policy agendas.  

The presentation will be followed by Q&A. 

Note: this session is proposed as a recurrent session for the TFCCA, in which emerging issues 

are presented for discussion.  Due to the virtual format of this meeting this session is limited 

to one speaker.   

Speakers 

 

 

 

 

Questions 

for 

discussion 

Solomon Hsiang, Chancellor’s Professor of Public Policy, University of California, Berkeley 

Prof. Hsian directs the Global Policy Laboratory at Berkeley and is Co-Director of the 

Climate Impact Lab. Prof. Hsiang, together with colleagues, has combined a variety of 

statistical methods and data sets to study the environmental, social and economic impacts 

of climate change globally and specifically in selected countries. His work on the expected 

costs of climate change on the United States economy and the federal budget was 

presented to the US House Committee of Budget in 2019. 

 How do the presented issues resonate with concerns or priorities in your own 

country or organisation? 

 

12:45-13:35 Update from TFCCA members  

 All members are invited to share and discuss with the group any significant recent 

developments within their countries or organisations on the work on climate change 

adaptation. This can include insights on new adaptation policy developments, any 

particular adaptation projects or studies, highlights of any good practices that are 

emerging or insights on the effects of the COVID-19 crisis on climate change adaptation 

priorities, but is not limited to it. 



 

– 5 – 

Moderator  

 

Speakers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions 

for 

discussion 

Simon Buckle, Head of the OECD’s Climate, Biodiversity and Water Division (Chair) 

 

Ms. Kirsi Makinen, Ministerial Advisor, Climate Change Adaptation, Ministry of Agriculture 

and Forestry, Finland 

Ms. Joanna Irving, Acting Director for Climate Change Adaptation Policy, Department of 

Agriculture, Water and the Environment, Australia 

Ms. Sophia Litvinova, Deputy Director of the Department of Multilateral Economic 

Cooperation and Special Projects, Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian 

Federation 

Ms. Swenja Surminski, Head of Adaptation Research, Grantham Research Institute on 

Climate Change and the Environment, London School of Economics and Political Science 

Ms. Olga Pilifosova, Manager Adaptation, United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

 

 Are there any particular achievements in terms of your adaptation work that you 

wish to share?  

 Do you see areas for collaboration with the TFCCA Secretariat or other task force 

members? 

 

13:35–13:50 Break 

  

13:50-14:15 Update from the OECD Secretariat  

 The Secretariat will provide a brief update on its ongoing projects and activities on climate 

change adaptation, on the basis of the background document [here]. 

The Secretariat presentation will be followed by Q&A. 

Moderator 

 

Speaker 

 

Questions 

for 

discussion 

Simon Buckle, Head of the OECD’s Climate, Biodiversity and Water Division (Chair) 

 

Catherine Gamper, Co-ordinator of the TFCCA  

 

 How are these ongoing projects and activities relevant for your work? How can 

they be improved to create more synergies with your work? 

 Are you interested in joining the thematic discussions to be held in January 2021, 

and if so, do you have any suggestions for us to ensure they are useful for you? 

 Do you want to be more actively involved in the ongoing activities, and if so how? 

 

https://community.oecd.org/docs/DOC-183595
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14:15-14:45 Break-out group discussions on future work 

 The break-out group discussions provide a first opportunity for the TFCCA members to 

reflect on, provide input for and discuss three selected adaptation areas of work that will 

be developed as part of the 2021-2022 OECD Programme of Work and Budget (PWB). The 

three areas include: i) data and indicators; ii) climate-resilient infrastructure & nature-based 

solutions; iii) and managing climate variability and extremes in relation to wildfires. Other 

PWB items (including droughts/water scarcity in cities and adaptation finance) will be 

addressed in early 2021. 

Each discussion area will be informed by a short scoping note shared ahead of the 

meeting. The results of the discussions will feed directly into the further scoping work that 

will be carried out by the Secretariat and subsequently shared with TFCCA members. 

The format of this session aims at providing an opportunity for delegates to interact more 

freely. The size and grouping of members will be determined on the basis of registrations 

shortly before the meeting. Members will be then be assigned by the Secretariat. 

Moderators for each group are assigned ahead of the meeting.  

Moderator 

 

 

Simon Buckle, Head of the OECD’s Climate, Biodiversity and Water Division (and 

designated group moderators) 

Discussion areas: 

1) Adaptation Data and Indicators to inform and scale up action on resilience and 

adaptation 

2) Strengthening resilience in infrastructure and scaling up nature-based solutions for 

climate purposes 

3) Managing climate variability and extremes in relation to wildfires 

Questions 

for 

discussion 

 What topics in the area of work discussed in your group would you like to see 

reflected in future work? 

 How would you like to see members be involved in the area of work throughout 

the projects’ lifetime? 

 What would be the ideal outcome of the work at the end of two years? 

 

14:45-15:00 Report back and potential short Q&A on break-out group conclusions 

 

 

 

Moderator 

 

Each break-out group moderator (or a designated break-out group member) shall report 

back to plenary, summarising the main results of the discussion. The plenary is an 

opportunity to make contributions to other themes members were not assigned to.  

 

Simon Buckle, Head of the OECD’s Climate, Biodiversity and Water Division (Chair), with 

group rapporteurs 



 

– 7 – 

15:00-15:15 Country dialogues on adaptation 

 

 

 

 

Moderator 

 

Speaker 

 

Questions 

for 

discussion 

 

As initially discussed during the first TFCCA meeting in February 2020, the Secretariat 

proposes to engage with countries in national adaptation dialogues with the aim to 

support policy discussions, reform processes or implementation progress in countries, where 

there is a demand and need for such an exchange.  

 

Simon Buckle, Head of the OECD’s Climate, Biodiversity and Water Division (Chair), with 

group rapporteurs 

 

Xavier Leflaive, Head of Unit Resilience, Adaptation & Water; OECD Climate, Biodiversity 

and Water Division 

 Where do you see opportunities for country-specific work in the coming months? 

(e.g. in the context of the development or revision of national adaptation plans, 

when designing policy instruments to support NAP, or when developing financing 

strategies to support NAPs) 

 Are there opportunities for regional initiatives among several countries (Baltic 

states, Nordic countries, the Mediterranean region)? 

 Is there an interest in sponsoring country-specific work in developing countries? 

 

15:15-15:20 Concluding remarks 

 The Chair will provide concluding remarks and discuss any other business. A summary of 

the meeting and a summary of the next steps to be undertaken by the TFCCA will be 

provided.  
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www.oecd.org/environment/cc/climate-adaptation/ 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter @OECD_ENV 


