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Summary of the problem statement 

• Ecosystem failure will seriously compromise our 

ability to address our social and economic 

priorities.  

 

• Natural resources are national economic assets, 

and our economy depends heavily on energy and 

mineral resources, biodiversity, agriculture, 

forestry, fishing and tourism.  
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Key Concerns 

– The economy is highly energy intensive 
 

– There is a strong emphasis on GDP growth which tends to 

promote unsustainable patterns of production and 

consumption;  
 

– The natural resource base is under severe pressure; 
 

– Our electricity demand exceeds the available supply capacity 
 

– There is widespread poverty, unemployment and inequality. 
 



The National Framework on Sustainable 

Development (NFSD) 

• Defines key sustainable 

development principles for the 

country 

 

• SA’s approach to SD asserts 

that social, economic and 

ecosystem factors are 

embedded within each other, 

and are underpinned by 

governance systems 
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Priority Areas for Strategic Intervention 

Enhancing systems 
for integrated 
planning and 

implementation 

Sustaining our 
ecosystem and 
using resources 

sustainably  

Economic 
development via 

investing in 
sustainable 

infrastructure . 

Creating sustainable 
human settlements 

Responding appropriately 
to emerging human 

development, economic 
and environmental 

challenges  

These interventions are:  

cross-cutting  

build on existing social, economic and environmental programs, 

respond to SA needs, priorities and targets for SD 

Respond to international sustainable development targets (including MDGs) 
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Policy framework to achieve creation of decent work 

and inclusive growth 
 

 

 



Institutions: The National Cleaner Production 

Center 
 Aim 

 strengthen market access SA industry 

 foster networks to transfer CP technologies & services 

 contribute to sustainability of value chains 

 deliver measurable economic, environment and social impacts 

 

 Focuses on IPAP Sectors: 

 Chemicals (Plastics & Liquid 

 fuels) 

 Commercial Buildings 

 Agro-processing  Hospitality & Tourism 

 Fibres, Textiles & Clothing   Metals & Allied Proc & 

 Engineering 

 Pulp & Paper  Automotive & Transport 

 Equip. 



Institutions: South African National Standards 

• Standardization & Conformity 

Assessments 

• National standards 

• Materials, Products & Methods 

specifications 

• Testing, inspection and certification 

services 
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Institutions: The National Regulator for 

Compulsory Specifications 

• Protects the public from harmful products – minimum 

safety standards 

 

• Protects the environment and natural resources from 

harmful substances 

 

• Revenue Services – access at borders 

• Removes non-compliant products from the market 
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Institutions : NMISA & SANAS 

• Metrology Institute:  

– Development, Maintenance & Dissemination 

of national measurement standards and units 

 

• National Accreditation System: 

– Accreditation of conformity assessment 

practitioners 
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Institutions: Buyisa-e-Bag & Indalo Yethu 

• Buyisa-e-Bag: Collection, reuse & 

recycling of plastic carrier bags ( SA 

plastic bag regulations) 

 

• Indalo Yethu: National Eco Endorsement 

Programme ( eco-labelling) 
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Existing  Initiatives 

1. National Industrial Energy Efficiency Project (IEE) 

2. National Industrial Symbiosis Programme (NISP) 

3. Cleaner Production projects (Water efficiency and material 

efficiency projects) 

4. Waste Minimisation Clubs (WMC) 

5. Climate Change and carbon footprint initiatives 

6. Awareness and Promotion : Sustainable Consumption and 

Production (SCP) 

7. Environmental Goods and Services Industry Forum (EGSIF) 

8. Glass, plastic and metal recycling programmes 

 



Existing initiatives... 

• NFSD – 2008 

• LTMS – 2008 

• Economic policy – 
jobs, low carbon, 

innovation 

• IPAP 

• RE White Paper 

• Transport policy 

• Human Settlements 

• Water strategy 

• Air quality 

• Waste 

• Biodiversity actions 

• LG/PG initiatives 

• Private sector 

initiatives 

• 1000s of NGO 

actions 



Green Economy as a Govn Priority 

 

 

 

 

TOP SECRET 
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More labour absorbing growth 

Green Economy  

1. A supportive regulatory framework  

2. Market instruments  

3. Greater localisation of job-intensive green industries and those 

in which South Africa has a comparative advantage  

4. Increase new knowledge and skills towards development, 

deployment and commercialisation of innovative, science and 

technology solutions  

5. Maximise benefits from investment and finance opportunities 

arising from the shared efforts between the public and private 

sectors  

6. Define the job creation and job protection potentials of a green 

economy growth path per sector  

7. Direct the implementation of the Industrial Policy Action Plan 

towards supporting and growing green industries  

8. Scale up and expand the implementation of environmental sector 

of the Expanded Public Works Programme 

Green 

Economy Plan 

to ensure 

resource 

protection and 

reduced 

emissions 

while 

increasing   

industry’s 

contribution to 

economic 

growth and 

employment 



“Our biggest challenge in this new century is to take an 

idea that seems abstract  

-- sustainable development –  

and turn it into a reality for all the world's people.” 

 

Kofi Annan, Secretary General of the United Nations March 2001. 

 

 

THANK YOU!!!! 

 

 

 


