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ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL LEAD INDUSTRY RELATING TO LEAD

IN GASOLINE

Dr David N Wilson, Lead Development Association International

The international lead producing industry comprises a large number of mines, smelters and

refiners in all parts of the world.  Although the number of companies is reducing as a result of

mergers and acquisitions there are over 200 mines producing lead concentrates and 70

primary smelters and refiners in over 30 different countries.  Between them these companies

produce about 2.5 million tonnes of lead each year for use in a wide variety of products.

In addition to the primary lead producers (ie those who produce lead from ore) there are an

even larger number of secondary producers (currently about 200 in 50 countries) recycling

lead from used products such as scrap batteries, and from old lead sheet and pipe and cable

coverings.  Between them these companies produce about 2.9 million tonnes of lead each

year, representing 54% of total lead production.

Because of the large numbers of companies involved and the fact that there is no single

representative body to which they all belong, the lead producing industry has never been in a

position to adopt a single global policy with respect to the use of lead in gasoline.  It has not

therefore undertaken any concerted actions on the subject.  The industry does, however,

support the right of national governments to determine whether or not lead should be used in

gasoline within their own territories, a decision which must be taken on the balance of

priorities between costs and benefits.

Although lead producers have no common policy on the use of lead in gasoline they do assist

in the compilation of statistics on all applications of the metal, which enables trends in

consumption to be monitored closely.  These statistics indicate that about 53,000 tonnes of

lead were used in the manufacture of TEL in 1995, accounting for just 1.2% of total lead use.

This compares with over 360,000 tonnes in 1972 when the market was at its peak.  The rate

of decline was greatest in the late 1970s and early 1980s as the major using countries started
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to phase out the use of TEL, and is inevitably lower now that most significant users have

completed or are nearing the end of their phase out programmes.

The lead producing industry recognises that the decline in the use of lead in gasoline will

continue and that the application will eventually cease completely.  The industry also

recognises that owing to the wide range of technologies employed both in vehicles and in the

production of gasoline, there are considerable complexities involved in compensating for the

removal of lead from gasoline.  The industry has therefore indicated its desire to assist in an

orderly transition to unleaded gasoline through the provision of information drawn from the

experience of countries which have effected successful phase outs.  This assistance will be

delivered through the International Lead Management Center, recently created by the industry

to advise on a broad range of risk reduction issues relevant to lead.


