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Mission:  To reduce pesticide risk in both agricultural and non-agricultural settings 
through a public-private partnership that promotes Integrated Pest Management (IPM). Estab-

lished in 1994, the Pesticide Environmental Stewardship Program (PESP) is guided by the principle that 
partnership programs complement the standards and decisions established by regulatory actions. The in-

formed actions of pesticide users can further reduce the risks from pests and pesticides by playing a major role 
in ensuring human health and environmental safety. Since its inception, PESP has been characterized by growth, 
experimentation, and innovation. PESP members engage local communities in awareness-building and other in-

formed practices.  PESP is EPA’s premier partnership 
program dedicated to reducing pesticide risk in agri-

cultural and non-agricultura settings.
Each of PESP’s nearly 300 member organizations is 
committed to promoting IPM and environmental 
stewardship in their daily operations and activities. 
PESP membership is divided into four groups that 
share common pesticide interests challenges. These 
four groupings are outlined below:

CENTRAL COAST VINEYARD 
TEAM 

The Central Coast Vineyard Team (CCVT) 
represents growers, wineries, consultants, re-
searchers, and natural resource professionals. 
Its mission is to promote sustainable prac-
tices on California’s Central Coast. The Team 
was recognized with a 2008 PESP Champion 
award for their continued commitment to its 
positive points system, a grower self-assess-
ment, education, reduced-risk approach to 
vineyard management. 

CCVT helps growers implement new practices 
and measures their impacts on environmental 
quality, including:
•	 Protecting	surface	and	groundwater	quality
•	 Conserving	wildlife	habitat
•	 Minimizing	soil	erosion
•	 Reduced	risk	insect	and	disease	control
•	 Biological	control	techniques

Through the Sustainability in Practice (SIP) 
Certification program, CCVT has educated 
growers, industry, and the community on IPM 
and sustainable agriculture. Outreach materi-
als and communications have reached 5 mil-
lion people.

The SIP Certification program has seen 
growth from 3,700 acres in 2008 to 25,000 in 
2011, demonstrating its effectiveness in influ-
encing pest management theory and behavior. 
SIP Certification has incentivized IPM transi-
tions by providing marketplace mechanisms 
for communicating a commitment to sustain-
ability.

SYSCO CORPORATION

SYSCO Corporation is a global leader in selling, market-
ing, and distributing food products with more than $37 
billion in annual sales. SYSCO’s Sustainable Agriculture/
IPM program was initiated in 2004 to protect ecologi-
cally sensitive areas; improve air, water and soil quality; 
reduce, reuse and recycle resources; conserve energy and 
encourage the responsible use of agricultural inputs. Per-
formance of SYSCO suppliers and growers participating 
in this program is measured through a Sustainable Ag/
IPM program specific to processing facilities and field 
production, an on-site, third-party evaluation and an an-
nual supplier self-report of environmental indicators, in-
cluding statistics relating to pesticide and nutrient appli-
cations.  

Since reporting of environmental indicators began in 
2005, the program has seen positive results in reducing 
the total amount of pesticides and nutrients applied. The 
program includes over 81 suppliers, representing more 
than 4,000 agricultural growers worldwide. IPM program 
acreage has increased from 375,000 in 2005 to nearly 
800,000 in 2010.  

As the amount of acreage has increased, IPM techniques 
including scouting, weather monitoring, and crop rota-
tion have reportedly helped suppliers avoid in excess of 3 
million pounds of pesticides applied since the program’s 
inception.  Additionally, reduction strategies have helped 
avoid more than 30 million pounds of nutrient applica-
tions in the same timeframe.

Since 2005, Sysco Corporation has held three sustain-
able agriculture conferences offering training for suppli-
ers, growers, auditing agencies and other interested par-
ties. Averaging more than 100 attendees at each of these 
conferences, the agendas feature IPM success stories and 
sources of IPM information for suppliers and growers to 
utilize for themselves.  

SYSCO has been an active PESP member since 2005, re-
ceiving a PESP Champion Award in 2008 for the compa-
ny’s Sustainable Agriculture/Integrated Pest Management 
Initiative. The company also played a key role in the 2007 
Food Industry Summit on sustainability hosted by EPA 
and organized by the IPM Institute of North America.

Reference herein to any specific commercial products, process, or service by trade name, 
trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorse-
ment, recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government. The views and opin-
ions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States 
Government, and shall not be used for advertising or product endorsement purposes.

For More Information:
www.pestwise.com 

Where you Live:
•	 Homes
•	 Apartment	buildings
•	 Gardens

Where You Play:
•	 Golf	courses
•	 Parks
•	 Sports	venues
•	 Vacation	and	entertainment	destinations

Where You Farm:
•	 Growers
•	 Grower	associations
•	 Food	processors
•	 Agricultural	researchers

Where You Work and  
Go to School:
•	 Office	buildings
•	 Industrial	sites
•	 Schools
•	 Hospitals
•	  Pest Management Companies
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