
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada  
Programs in Support of Sustainable Pest Management
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) is committed to delivering programming which enhances the sector’s capacity 
for innovation and competitiveness in an environmentally sustainable manner. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is key to 
sustainable agriculture, and is represented across the range of programs delivered by AAFC and the Canadian provinces.

SETTING ENVIRONMENTAL PRIORITIES AND STANDARDS

•	 National Agri-Environmental Health Analysis and Reporting Program: 
Develops indicators, such as the Indicator of Risk of Water Contamination 
- Pesticides, which can be used to assess environmental performance of 
the agricultural sector and monitor trends to assist in the development of 
policy and programs.

•	 National Agri-Environmental Standards Initiative: From 2003 to 2008, 
developed standards of environmental performance for the agriculture 
sector, including standards related to pesticides and impacts on non-
target organisms.

•	 Agri-Environmental Risk Assessment (or Environmental Farm Planning (EFP)): 
Provides a systematic approach for producers to identify environmental risks 
in their operations and establish plans to mitigate these risks. Approximately 
77,000 Canadian producers have developed EFPs.

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER TO INDUSTRY AND IMPLEMENTATION  
AT THE FARM LEVEL

•	 Pesticide Risk Reduction Program: Supports large-scale demonstrations 
of new technologies or integrated pest management systems; prepares 
and disseminates IPM information to crop specialists and grower 
organizations; provides regulatory advice to facilitate technology transfer 
of biopesticides to industry.

•	 Canadian Agricultural Adaptation Program: Funds industry-led projects, 
facilitates the sector’s ability to seize opportunities, responds to new and 
emerging issues and pilots solutions to new and ongoing issues to adapt 
and remain competitive. 

•	 Agri-Environmental Risk Assessment Implementation (or Beneficial 
Management Practices (BMPs)): Encourages adoption of sustainable 
practices at farm and landscape level by providing initial incentive 
payments to producers to conduct projects to implement specific BMPs on 
their farms. Approximately 65,000 BMP projects have been implemented 
by Canadian producers.

ALIGNING RESEARCH TO ADDRESS PRIORITIES FOR 
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

•	 AAFC core scientific research: More than 30 large projects involving 
aspects of IPM discovery and development address economically 
significant pests and diseases, and cross-cutting environmental issues 
touching pest management. IPM approaches include:
- Explanation of pest biology and behaviour
- Discovery and development of semiochemicals and biopesticides
- Classical biological control with arthropods
- Breeding for resistance to insect pests and disease
- Decision support systems
- Cultural management methods

•	 Sustainable Agriculture Environmental Systems: Accelerates the creation 
of beneficial management practices (BMPs), offers policy options, and 
improves scientific understanding of the interaction between agriculture 
and the environment.

•	 Canadian Agri-Science Clusters: Mobilizes national science capacity to 
address the research priorities of an extensive network of partners in 
major agricultural sectors, some of which include pest management.

•	 Pesticide Risk Reduction Program: Stakeholder and expert consultations 
at national level identify priority areas for research and implement  
of IPM strategies; funds projects which implement solutions identified  
in the strategies.

•	 Minor Use Pesticides Program: Stakeholder consultations at national level 
determine priorities for trials to fill regulatory data needs for pesticide uses 
on minor crops; conducts or commissions trials and completes regulatory 
submissions, adding new tools to the pest management toolbox.

ASSESSING ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE

•	 National Agri-Environmental Health Analysis and Reporting Program (NAHARP): 
Develops and refines models to provide agri-environmental information; 
tracks and reports on environmental performance of Canadian agriculture.  

•	 Farm Environmental Management Survey: Collects data related to agri-
environmental issues and practices from Canadian farmers on a five year 
cycle. This data is used within NAHARP to report on environmental 
performance and shifts over time.
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Policy Framework 
These programs have been developed as a result of extensive public consultations leading to the development of 
Canada’s agriculture policy frameworks beginning in 2003. The current policy framework is focused on three strategic 
outcomes: a competitive and innovative sector, a sector that contributes to society’s priorities, and a sector proactive  
in managing risks. 


