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 iPm in the marketPlace:
                      What do Walmart, McDonald’s and Sysco have to do with IPM?

The IPM Institute is an independent, 501(c)(3) non-profit founded in 1998 by Dr. Thomas Green and Dr. Curtis Petzoldt.  The Institute’s 
team includes 11 staff members working on more than a dozen different projects to improve pest management performance and reduce 
pesticide hazards.  The IPM Institute is funded by grants from federal agencies and foundations, consulting contracts with industry and 
fees for services.  

The IPM Institute of North America
Harnessing Marketplace Power to Improve Health, Environment and Economics

2009, 2008, 2005, 2004 US EPA Pesticide Environmental Stewardship National Champion      2005 US EPA Children’s Health Recognition Award Winner       2003 US EPA Region V Recognition Award Winner

Case Studies: Innovative and Successful Programs Using IPM and Other Sustainable Practices

Sysco Sustainable Ag/IPM Initiative McDonald’s Potato IPM Pilot - 2009-2011

Initiated in 2004 with supplier 
survey that revealed room for 
improvement in performance, 
documentation and communication.
Implemented in 2005

Established criteria and 
standards with input from 
suppliers and others.  
Food processors implement 
program with their growers.

Advisory Council of scientists, 
NGOs, processors meets twice a 
year.  Biennial conferences include 
scientists, processors, growers.

•

•
•

•

•

Three levels of supplier evaluation:
1. Supplier submits written 
program for review by IPM 
Institute indicating how program is 
implemented to meet standards.  
2. Supplier undergoes one 
on-site audit per processing region 
each year.  Supplier responsible 
for collecting information from 
growers on field production.  
3. Supplier completes annual 
Environmental Indicators Report, 
a  self-report of related measures 
including energy, water, pesticide, 
fertilizer use, pesticide use by 
acute toxicity.  

Shareholder agreement to:
Survey current U.S. potato 
suppliers.
Compile a list of best practices 
in pesticide reduction that 
will be recommended to the 
company’s global suppliers.
Communicate findings related to 
best practices to shareholders, 
and in the company’s annual 
corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) report.

•
•

•

•

Increase in number of growers and acreage 
enrolled in the program from 2005-2010.

•

 Pilot results: reductions Per Year 

 Pilot structural iPm Program overview 
Walmart Sustainability Effort 

Initiated in 2004 by Food Safety Department at Walmart, Dr. Robert 
Corrigan with RMC Consulting, Linda Mason with Purdue University, and Kim 
Kemp with Nestle Purina.
Pilot program created site specific IPM plans for 46 Walmart distribution 
centers.

•

•

16,916 fewer gallons of preventive pesticide applications.
8,421 gallons of pesticide for fogging eliminated in entire network.
3.1 tons of rodenticide eliminated.
3,234 fewer exterior devices.
2,880 fewer interior devices.
Simple PVC rodent bait stations eliminated replacement of 3.5 larger 
devices a month for a total of 2,058 devices (1.71 tons of landfill waste).

•
•
•
•
•
•

Potato IPM Survey Questions: Weed Section

194 farms participated in the pilot.
Survey currently being completed 
by all U.S. and Candadian suppliers 
for the 2011 season.  Results will be 
available in 2012. 

•
•
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Stewardship Index for Specialty Crops
stewardshipindex.org

Initiated in 2008 to develop a system for measuring sustainable 
performance throughout the specialty crop supply chain, offering a suite of 
outcomes-based metrics to enable operators at any point along the supply 
chain to benchmark, compare and communicate their own performance. 
As envisioned, this project will provide a standardized system for measuring 
performance and address the unique needs of the specialty crop industry 
while demonstrably improving environmental and social impacts.

•

•

In 2011, the Stewardship Index for Specialty Crops (SISC) Calculator (Beta 
Version 1.0) will be tested to assess its capacity to the ease data submission 
process and ensure consistent use of SISC metrics.  SISC metrics include: 
water use efficiency, simple irrigation efficiency, soil organic matter 
potential, nitrogen and phosphorus use and energy use.

•

Significant pesticide use reduction 
through implementation of IPM 
strategies.

•

Distribution of Supplier Performance in IPM Survey

Additional Programs Using IPM And and Other Sustainable Practices 

redtomato.org/ecoapple
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Significant 
reductions in the  
amounts of fertilizer 
applications.  

•

Eco-Apple farmers use advanced IPM to control insect 
pests, weeds and diseases in their orchards.
IPM Institute maintains standards, certifies growers; 
independent third parties inspect; Red Tomato markets and 
distributes product with an ecolabel.  
Eco-Apples are distributed to local supermarket chains 
including Whole Foods Market and Trader Joe’s.

•

•

•

In 2011, 798 acres and 17 growers were Eco-Apple 
certified.  Eco-Apple sales totaled $1.4 million in 2010.
Eco-Apple became the basis for TruEarth Certified, an 
IPM certification for apples packed and distributed by the 
Mississippi Valley Fruit Company.  
In 2011, TruEarth Certified included 437 acres and six 
certified growers.

•

•

•

Materials reported as recycled 
exceeded 485,000 tons in 2010.  

•
Supplier comments from 2010 
environmental indicators reporting: 

By changing the type of drip irrigation tape and 
decreasing it’s depth in the soil, we cut water use by 
approximately 2.5%.
Use of biogas and other practices have cut natural gas 
use by 30% and electricity use by 15% over the past 
three years.
Cover crops planted in the fall improve soil nutrient 
levels and reduce erosion.
Pheromone mating disruption continues to work to 
control codling moth.
A new sweet corn harvester saved us 5,165 gallons of 
fuel.

•

•

•

•

•


