
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Grants to Support IPM

Since 1998, the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency has awarded more than $21 mil-
lion USD to support over 450 IPM-relat-

ed projects.  Currently, more than $3 
million USD are awarded annually 

to researchers, states, non-profits, 
and grower organizations through 

its PestWise programs. These grants 
fund projects that are exploring inno-

vative practices, technologies and non-
regulatory solutions to promote Integrated 

Pest Management (IPM) adoption as well as 
outreach and education. 

•	 Pesticide	Registration	Improvement	Renewal	Act	Partnership	(PRIA2)	Grants	
advance public-private partnerships that fo-
cus on stewardship efforts. The program re-
duces risk associated with pesticide use by 
demonstrating innovative IPM practices and 
technologies and conducting outreach and 
education initiatives. 

•	 School	Integrated	Pest	Management	Grants	
identify and reduce the risks associated with 
pesticide use in buildings and on grounds 
around kindergarten to 12th grade public 

and tribal schools in the United States.
 
•	 Biopesticide	Demonstration	Program	Grants	represent a pesticide risk re-
duction partnership between the U.S. EPA and U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Interregional Project No. 4. to demonstrate biopesticides within IPM 
systems. 

•	 Regional	Agricultural	IPM	Grants seek to build IPM capacity and evalu-
ate the feasibility of new IPM approaches for agricultural issues including 
resistances management, water quality and runoff, pollinator protection, 
endangered species protection, and emerging pest management gaps.

Reduced-Risk Pest Management Practices 
for Blueberries

Michigan State University increased the adoption of reduced-
risk pest management practices for midwestern U.S. blueber-
ries. The project reduced broad-spectrum pesticide risk by 
increasing awareness and use of new IPM tactics by blueberry 

growers. As regulatory phase-out of azinphos-methyl oc-
curs, the blueberry industry is concerned that crop yield 
and quality will suffer and threaten the marketability of 
the $140 million crop. In order to adapt to the phase-out, 
in addition to reducing the harmful effects of pesticide 

over-use, Michigan State University compared different 
pesticides and IPM tactics. In three evaluations, fruitworm 

damage in the IPM program was lower than in the other in-
secticide programs. These findings are promising for the ad-
vancement of IPM tactics for commercial blueberries.

Biopesticides	Control	Dollar	Spot	Fungus	
EcoGuard™ is a biopesticide containing the spores of the 
bacterium Bacillus lichenformis. B. lichenformis is a common 
soil microorganism that contributes to nutrient cycling and 
displays antifungal activity. Researchers at Mississippi State 
University tested the efficacy of EcoGuard™ in the control of 
dollar spot on a bermudagrass putting green. Dollar spot, 
caused by the fungus Sclerotinia homoeocarpa, appears as 
small sunken patches of tan-to-brown turf. EcoGuard™ was 
tested alone and in combination with the traditional fungi-
cide chlorothalonil.  EcoGuard™ reduced chemical input and 
provided dollar spot control comparable to traditional fun-
gicides. 

Reducing	Pesticide	VOC	Emissions	in	Orchards
The California Department of Pesticide Regulation is help-
ing almond, peach and walnut growers reduce volatile or-
ganic compound (VOC) emissions from pesticides. A Con-
servation Management Practices (CMP)
Guide and VOC Emissions Calculator provide the agricul-
tural community with tools to include the environmental 
impacts of VOC emissions in pest management decisions. 
Nearly 4,000 CMP Guides have been distributed and

outreach events have engaged over 
800 growers and industry
professionals. Instruction on the 
use of these tools is increasing the
adoption of orchard pest manage-
ment practices that reduce VOC 
emissions from agricultural pesti-
cide applications with a potential 
to impact over 300,000 acres.
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GRANTS  
PROGRAM

EPA’s Office of Pesticide Programs administers grant programs that align with 
its strategic goals and provide the platforms for its day-to-day work. In addi-
tion, several of these programs form broad-based partnerships with stakehold-
ers across entire regions to address unique regional issues. EPA recognizes that 
funding research, demonstration, outreach, and educational projects is one 
way to increase the adoption of verifiable IPM programs thereby reducing risk 
to human health and the environment. Grants are offered through the follow-
ing programs:


