
1 

 

UNITED KINGDOM 

1 Information on any developments related to good practice documents 

At the end of 2007, the British Standards Institute (BSI) published 9 nanotechnologies documents – 6 

terminologies (for: medical, health and person care applications of nano; the bio-nano interface; nanoscale 

measurement and instrumentation; carbon nanostructures; nano-fabrication; and nano materials), and three 

guides (guidance on labelling of manufactured nanoparticles and products containing manufactured 

nanoparticles; a good practice guide to specifying manufactured nanomaterials; and a guide to safe 

handling and disposal of manufactured nanomaterials). These documents have been available on the www 

for free download since the beginning of 2008 and can be obtained at www.bsigroup.com/nano. All of 

these documents have been used to support new work item proposals, or existing work items, in either 

CEN (the European Committee for Standardization – guidance on labelling) or ISO (all other documents). 

Work is currently underway on a research project to support the development of a guide to 

nanoparticle exposure assessment, which is expected to be published by the end of 2009. This document 

will complement the guide to safe handling which has already been published. 

The Responsible Nano Code is a framework of best practice for organisations working on the 

development, manufacture, retail or disposal of products using nanotechnologies. It has been developed by 

a non government multi stakeholder group in the UK. An interim update is available, which outlines the 

Seven Principles of the Responsible Nano Code to be adopted by organisations; this will be developed into 

a more detailed benchmark for organisations to be assessed against. This more detailed framework and 

information on the benchmark is likely to be available from October. Further details are available at: 

http//www.responsiblenanocode.org. 

2 Recently concluded projects 

A review of completed and near-completed environment, health and safety research on nanomaterials 

and nanotechnology – EMERGNANO 

The objectives of this study, which was undertaken by the Institute of Occupational Medicine and 

funded by Defra, were to provide: 

 
Safety aspects of engineered nanomaterials including issues relating to hazard, exposure and risk 

assessment and regulation 

 
Report have been met and to identify which gaps still remain to be filled 

 iew to highlighting any new information on hazards and 

risks to human health and/or the environment from nanomaterials that may trigger consideration 

for the need for regulation of nanomaterials 

 r control or management of risk, 

including an opinion of whether there is sufficient information to invoke the precautionary 

principle for one or more nanomaterials 



 al risks 

posed by engineered nanomaterials taking into consideration, as far as practicable, work currently 

in progress. 

A report from this study was published in April 2009 and is available via the following link: 

http://randd.defra.gov.uk/Default.aspx?Menu=Menu&Module=More&Location=None&ProjectID=16006

&FromSearch=Y&Publisher=1&SearchText=cb0409&SortString=ProjectCode&SortOrder=Asc&Paging=

10#Description 

An examination of the nature and application among the nanotechnologies industries of corporate 

social responsibility in the context of safeguarding the environment and human health 

A study undertaken by the ESRC Centre for Business, Relationships, Accountability, Sustainability & 

Society (BRASS), Cardiff University 

This report aims to provide a clearer understanding of the role which corporate social responsibility 

(CSR) currently plays in influencing the activities of companies involved in the nanotechnologies 

industries in the UK, and how CSR may contribute to protecting society from any health and 

environmental risks which may emerge from nanotechnology applications in the future.  

This report is now available and can be accessed via the following link: 

http://randd.defra.gov.uk/Default.aspx?Menu=Menu&Module=More&Location=None&ProjectID=16262

&FromSearch=Y&Publisher=1&SearchText=CB0417&SortString=ProjectCode&SortOrder=Asc&Paging

=10#Description 

Recently commissioned projects 

The UK Government’s Department of Health has commissioned work on: 

 –  

 January 2009 for three years. The work is being carried out at Edinburgh University, supervised 

by Professor Ken Donaldson. 

 es transport across pulmonary 

epithelium using an isolated perfused rat lung preparation – January 2009 

 for one year at Cardiff University, supervised by Professor Ian Matthews. 

 lications –  January 

2009 for one year at the University of Bristol, supervised by Dr Charles Patrick Case. 

 –  January 

 2009 for 3years at Edinburgh University, supervised by Dr Nicholas Mills. 

Phase 2 of the Environmental Nanoscience Initiative announced by a UK-US funding partnership 

The Natural Environment Research Council, in cooperation with the Engineering & Physical Sciences 

Research Council, the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs, the Environment Agency and 

the United States Environmental Protection Agency, is in the process of considering research proposals 

http://randd.defra.gov.uk/Default.aspx?Menu=Menu&Module=More&Location=None&ProjectID=16006&FromSearch=Y&Publisher=1&SearchText=cb0409&SortString=ProjectCode&SortOrder=Asc&Paging=10#Description
http://randd.defra.gov.uk/Default.aspx?Menu=Menu&Module=More&Location=None&ProjectID=16006&FromSearch=Y&Publisher=1&SearchText=cb0409&SortString=ProjectCode&SortOrder=Asc&Paging=10#Description
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http://randd.defra.gov.uk/Default.aspx?Menu=Menu&Module=More&Location=None&ProjectID=16262&FromSearch=Y&Publisher=1&SearchText=CB0417&SortString=ProjectCode&SortOrder=Asc&Paging=10#Description
http://randd.defra.gov.uk/Default.aspx?Menu=Menu&Module=More&Location=None&ProjectID=16262&FromSearch=Y&Publisher=1&SearchText=CB0417&SortString=ProjectCode&SortOrder=Asc&Paging=10#Description
http://randd.defra.gov.uk/Default.aspx?Menu=Menu&Module=More&Location=None&ProjectID=16262&FromSearch=Y&Publisher=1&SearchText=CB0417&SortString=ProjectCode&SortOrder=Asc&Paging=10#Description
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against a major joint research effort to develop and validate predictive tools and similar conceptual models 

that predict exposure, bioavailability and effects of manufactured nanomaterials in the environment. In 

addition, researchers will be asked to develop novel techniques for detection and characterisation of 

nanomaterials in complex environmental and biological systems. Total funding should be in the region of 

$8M. 

It is expected that successful grants will be announced in early 2010. 

The Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council has just announced a four year research 

grant to a research consortium at Swansea and Leeds University with the aim of developing techniques to 

accurately measure the nanoparticle dose delivered to biological cells, track the dose dilution as cells 

reproduce thereby providing vital information for researchers studying any potential toxic responses.  The 

total grant value is £1.2M 

3 Information on any public/ stakeholder consultation 

The UK government has recently funded a pilot trial of a website which aims to provide balanced, 

easy to understand information for the general public on nanotechnology, and providing ways of 

understanding their views and engaging them in the development of the technology as it progresses.  The 

aims of the Nano&Me trial are: 

 To develop a pilot website to engage opinion formers and the general public to help with the 

development of a public focused website on nanotechnology. 

 To build relationships with key stakeholders to assist in the development of the final site through 

an inclusive approach to the development of the content for the pilot. 

 To build the confidence of opinion formers and the public in the information available on the site 

through this inclusive development process 

This initiative has been developed using guidelines developed by the OECD Working Party on 

Nanotechnology’s Engagement and Outreach Project. 

 


