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THE BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE OECD (BIAC) 

members CEFIC, VCI, ACC 

 

 

PART I: EUROPEAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRY COUNCIL (CEFIC) 

 

Highlights  

 Through its Long-range Research Initiative (LRI), Cefic will be sponsoring safety research on 

nanomaterials 

 Cefic will be organising an external stakeholder event on nanomaterials and nanotechnology  

 Cefic is actively contributing to a REACH Competent Authority sub-group on nanomaterials 

Background 

 

The European Chemical Industry Council, Cefic, and its members have defined a strategy for 

sustainable nanomaterials and nanotechnology.  Our mission is to offer innovative and exciting 

nanomaterials, nanotechnologies and nano-enabled products that help answer the toughest social and 

environmental challenges and respond to the changing needs of society to improve quality of life of this 

and future generations. We will ensure that our nanomaterials, products and technologies are researched, 

designed, manufactured and used safely and responsibly throughout their entire life cycle. We will conduct 

market research and initiate dialogue and engagement with stakeholders to ensure that the products we 

market answer the needs and priorities of our customers and stakeholders and make a strong contribution 

to boosting the European economy. 

Work underway or planned 

 

To achieve their vision for sustainable nanomaterials and nanotechnology, the European Chemical 

Industry Council, Cefic, and its members, are undertaking a range of activities. A few of these activities are 

highlighted below: 

Any national regulatory developments on human health and environmental safety including 

recommendations or discussions related to adapting existing regulatory systems or the drafting of laws/ 

regulations/ guidance materials;  

 

Cefic and its members are actively contributing to the REACH Competent Authority subgroup on 

nanomaterials that has been created by the European Commission. The aim of the subgroup is to consider 

REACH requirements and how they apply to nanomaterials. In particular, the chemical industry will 

contribute by providing Chemical Safety Reports for selected nanomaterials that contain a risk assessment 

for its own use and the downstream user’s use of such substance, as well as an exposure scenario along 

with appropriate recommended risk assessment measures to adequately control the identified risks across 

the entire life cycle of the material. 



Research programmes or strategies designed to address human health and/or environmental safety 

aspects of nanomaterials 

 

Through its Long-range Research Initiative (LRI), Cefic will be sponsoring safety research for 

nanomaterials. A request for proposals (RfP) has been published for a tiered approach to testing and 

assessment of nanomaterials’ safety to human health. The total budget is €1.5 million. This project will be 

carried out for nanoscale zinc oxide and nanoscale amorphous silicon dioxide particles. A second RfP for 

the environmental impact of nanomaterials is currently in preparation and will be published shortly. The 

planned budget is €0.5 million. 

Information on any public or stakeholder engagement 

 

Cefic is organizing an event for external stakeholders by the end of June. The Cefic strategy for 

nanomaterials will be presented, thus providing our perspective on nanomaterials and nanotechnologies 

and giving us the opportunity to “sound out” the chemical industry’s approach to this new technology with 

its stakeholders. The aim is an open and frank exchange of information so that industry and its stakeholders 

can better understand each other. In addition a map of stakeholders expectations and concerns will be 

developed, which may result in the need to adapt our strategy. 

Additional information 

 

At the United Nations International Conference of Chemicals Management, the International Council 

of Chemical Associations (ICCA), affirmed the chemical industry’s proactive approach to product 

stewardship by launching the Global Product Strategy (GPS), and the Responsible Care® Global Charter 

(RCGC). Both initiatives are complementary in nature. These actions reflect the industry’s long-standing 

commitment to product stewardship and are built upon several ongoing voluntary initiatives, including the 

ICCA’s High Production Volume (HPV) chemicals programme, the Responsible Care programme and the 

Long-range Research Initiative.  

The Responsible Care® ethic helps our industry to operate safely, profitably and with due care to 

future generations. 

For further information please contact: Johan Breukelaar, Director International Chemicals Policy, 

jbr@cefic.be 

 

 

PART II: GERMAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRY (VCI) 

 

The German Chemical Industry has committed itself to a responsible production and use of 

nanomaterials. To support member companies, and customer companies in the value chain, to manage the 

health, safety and environmental aspects of nanomaterials throughout the life cycle, the German Chemical 

Industry Association VCI has issued the following series of documents. They provide guidance on all 

aspects of a good product stewardship on nanomaterials. 

Principles document: 

 Implementing Responsible Care® for a Responsible Production and Use of Nanomaterials 
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Regulatory documents: 

 Requirements of the REACH Regulation on Substances which are Manufactured or Imported 

also as Nanomaterials  

 Guidance for a Tiered Gathering of Hazard Information for the Risk Assessment of 

Nanomaterials  

 Guidance for Handling and Use of Nanomaterials at the Workplace  

 Guidance for the Passing on of Information along the Supply Chain in the Handling of 

Nanomaterials via Safety Data Sheets  

 Strategy Paper of the German Chemical Industry on the Standardisation of Nanomaterials 

Documents on safety research: 

 Roadmap for Safety Research on Nanomaterials  

 Environmental Aspects of Nanoparticles 

These documents have been discussed with the public as well as national and European authorities. 

The "Guidance for Handling and Use of Nanomaterials at the Workplace" and the "Guidance for the 

Passing on of Information along the Supply Chain in the Handling of Nanomaterials via Safety Data 

Sheets" have been developed together with stakeholders in dialogue activities.  The "Roadmap for Safety 

Research on Nanomaterials" and the paper on "Environmental Aspects of Nanoparticles" have been 

developed together with representatives from science. " 

 

PART III: AMERICAN CHEMISTRY COUNCIL (ACC) 

 

Members of the American Chemistry Council's Nanotechnology Panel (Panel) are actively 

participating in the voluntary EPA Nanoscale Materials Stewardship Program (NMSP).  To date, the 

following companies have submitted or committed to provide information for the basic program on 

nanoscale materials by the late July submission date:  DuPont, BASF, Bayer Material Science, Dow, 

Evonik/Degussa, PPG, and Sasol North America. Additional companies are expected to participate in the 

basic program.  The Panel continues to discuss with EPA the further implementation of the basic and in-

depth components of the NMSP, and the data to be generated by the contributions of BIAC to the OECD 

testing program. 

The Panel has provided input to the reauthorization process of the US National Nanotechnology 

Initiative.  Focusing on supporting increased funding and prioritization of environment, health, and safety 

(EHS) research at the federal level, the Panel and its members participated on review committees of the 

National Research Council and NIOSH, and testified before the US House of Representatives Committee 

on Science and Technology.  The Panel continues to support the development of a "top-down" preparation 

of a roadmap for EHS federally funded research with progress markers clearly identified that are 

measurable over specified time intervals." 

 


