
 

SWEDEN 

1. Any national regulatory developments on human health and environmental safety including 

recommendations or discussions related to adapting existing regulatory systems or the drafting of 

laws/ regulations/ guidance materials;  

 

Sweden is a member of the EU and accordingly follows the EU regulation 

 

2. Developments related to voluntary or stewardship schemes; 

 

- No Information 

 

3. Information on any risk assessment decisions; 

 

- No Information 

 

4. Information on any developments related to good practice documents; 

 

- No Information 

 

5. Research programmes or strategies designed to address human health and/ or environmental 

safety aspects of nanomaterials;   

 

1. The Swedish Research Council for Environment, Agricultural Sciences and Spatial Planning 

(Formas), a governmental research-funding agency related to the Ministry of Sustainable 

Development will finance a number of large initiatives with an annual grant not exceeding 

MSEK 5 per project for up to five years. At least one of these initiatives will be in the field of 

Nanotechnology – the hazards associated with new materials. The funding of Formas in the field 

of nanotechnology is intended for strong research environments with the focus on both the 

development of nanomaterials in the areas of relevance for Formas and on the potential risks for 

humans and the environment related to the use of nanomaterials. The sphere of responsibility of 

Formas is primarily within the area of risks, but since these risks will most likely are associated 

with both the type and field of application of the nanomaterial, development of nanomaterials and 

the risks should be closely coupled in the project. The proposed projects should be of 

interdisciplinary character. The intention of Formas is to support teams of researchers which are 

considered to have great development potential and the ability to develop new ideas in this 

strategically important field of research. 

2. The Swedish Governmental Agency for Innovation Systems (Vinnova) is a State authority that 

aims to promote growth and prosperity throughout Sweden. Recently Vinnova started a program 

called “GreenNano” that links nanotechnology development with solving key environmental 

issues. The projects are late phase nanotech innovations, based on research mature enough to be 

tried in defined applications. 

 



So far this is a small program, the call comprised 4 million euro in public funding and the program is 

funding only a few projects. A second call is under discussion. 

The objectives are:  

 Facilitate commercialization of nanotech 

 Addressing a key societal concern – reduced environmental impact 

 A further objective is to augment society-industry-academia interaction and involvement in 

nanotech. The Project teams consist of both academic and industrial actors 

 A final objective is to legitimize nanotech by making the opportunities that nanotech present 

tangible, both for industry and top government policy. 

3. The Government bill on research and innovation proposed increased support for strategic 

research areas. More specifically, during 2009 to 2012 the additional resources for the 24 

strategic research areas will mean an increase of 1800 million Swedish kronor (SEK) to 

Sweden’s higher education institutions (HEIs in the following). This call for grant applications 

includes 20 of these areas, where Nanoscience and nanotechnology is one of the 20 strategic 

research areas, and the level of increase in grants for the areas during the period will reach SEK 

1315 million per year. Normally, at least two HEIs will be chosen for targeted initiatives in the 

respective areas. 

The Government used three criteria in prioritising the strategic areas. Strategic initiatives should 

address:  

 research that, in the long term, has the prerequisites to be of the highest international quality, 

 research that can contribute towards fulfilling major needs and solving important problems in 

society, 

 research in areas that have a connection to the Swedish business sector. 

 During the spring of 2009 the Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapsrådet), the Swedish Council 

for Working Life and Social Research (FAS), the Swedish Research Council for Environment, Agricultural 

Sciences, and Spatial Planning (Formas), the Swedish Energy Agency (Energimyndigheten), and the 

Swedish Agency for Innovation Systems (VINNOVA) will manage the call for, and review of, grant 

applications from Sweden’s HEIs in all of the strategic research areas announced by the Government. 

Decisions concerning funding of the 20 areas covered by this call for applications will be made by the 

Government. The agencies can make recommendations to the Government to allocate resources for large 

national infrastructures within the framework of the strategic research initiatives. 

6. Information on any public/ stakeholder consultation  

 

A stakeholder consultation on use of nanomaterials in products on the Swedish market has been done 

during 2008. It was made by the Swedish Chemicals Inspectorate in co-operation with other authorities and 

trade associations. 

Through interviews with persons given the task to observe the development of nanotechnology in 

their special field, by appeal through authorities and trade organisation newsletters to report nano-products, 

by shop visits and Internet searches and by a workshop the Swedish nanomarket was surveyed. Except for 

the carbon black containing products and electronic devices few products could be found that contain 

nanomaterials. About a hundred surface protection products, cosmetics and sport articles were noted and a 

few cases of other products. 


