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SLOVAK REPUBLIC 

1. Any national regulatory developments on human health and environmental safety including 

recommendations or discussions related to adapting existing regulatory systems or the 

drafting of laws/ regulations/ guidance materials; 

 

There is exists the system of national legislation in Slovakia which protects the human health and 

environment from negative impacts of products. These legally binding instruments can be applied for 

protection of environment and human health in relation to the nanomaterials and nanotechnology. From 

our point of view it is urgent need and demand for internationally acceptable methodology for 

nanomaterials risks establishing and evaluation. The international exchange of information at the field of 

physical and chemical properties and environmental and health risks of nanomaterials is needed for better 

protection of our environment and human health, from possible negative impacts of nanomaterials and 

nanotechnologies.      

2. Developments related to voluntary or stewardship schemes; 

 

At present there are no specific initiatives in relation to voluntary or stewardship schemes in Slovak 

republic.  

3. Information on any risk assessment decisions; 

 

No risk assessments on specific nanomaterials have been conducted in Slovakia and no specific risk 

assessment decisions have been taken in relation to nanomaterials.  

4. Information on any developments related to good practice documents; 

 

In Slovakia we are not in a position to develop good practice documents, which needs more specific 

knowledge and information exchange concerning manufactured nanomaterials, but such internationally 

accepted guidance are needed for our decision making process and we are opened for share our experiences 

and for international cooperation at this field. 

5. Research programmes or strategies designed to address human health and/ or environmental 

safety aspects of nanomaterials;    

 

There is no existing joint governmental strategy for nanomaterials in Slovak republic or specific 

overall research programmes in this area. However several strategies dealing partly with nanomaterials 

such as Economic development strategy, Research strategy and nanoparticles such as Sustainable 

development strategy or Health care strategy was worked out and approved by Government or Parliament. 

In this time we have not common specific strategy which is dealing with human health or environmental 

safety aspects of nanomaterials.   

It was established the new governmental advisory body for nanomaterials. This body was created 

from stakeholders and experts of environment, health and economy ministries, experts from scientific 

institution and universities, stakeholders from producers and consumers associations. The main goal of this 

advisory body is work out the common strategy for nanomaterials. As a first step in Strategy preparation 

process, it was worked out the analysis of actual situation of existing nanomaterials at market. One of the 

most important results of this analysis is rapid increasing of sold products containing nanomaterials, which 

can causes the enormous increasing the potential risks of products or composites containing nanomaterials 

their presumable negative impacts to environment and public health.          



At the field of research Ministry for the environment and Slovak academy of sciences sign up an 

agreement and create the working group for nanomaterials as an advisory body for research development at 

this area. Research institutions and universities have now issued a series of projects addressing aspects of 

further research on nanomaterials, including their health and environmental risks. Created working group 

for nanomaterials is used for exchange of knowledge and further cooperation between national authorities 

and producers of nanomaterials in Slovak republic. It was finalised project for mapping the existing 

producers and products containing nanomaterials in our market and for subscribing their possible negative 

impacts environment and human health. 

One of the most important part of research at the field of nanomaterials are construction ceramics, 

such as silicon nitride, titanium nitride, boron nitride, silicon carbide and titanium carbide and colour 

pigments. Ultra fine nano scale powders for construction ceramics are prepared by chemical vapour 

deposition or sol – gel methods.  

6. Information on any public/ stakeholder consultation;   

 

Slovak Institute for Standardization created the new technical commission for nanomaterials. 

Technical commission set up a new network expert group for nanomaterials with various stakeholders 

represented by national authorities, industry representatives, universities and Slovak academy of sciences. 

This technical commission was created in relation to the standardization work concerning nanomaterials in 

ISO and CEN. 

 


