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CZECH REPUBLIC 

Highlights of developments since the 5th meeting of the WPMN 

 The activities addressing health, safety, and environmental aspects of manufactured nanomaterials 

were mainly conferences, seminars, and short courses. No systematic activities and programmes at a 

governmental, NGO, academic level or in private sector (except one, see below) have been established 

or performed.  

 A questionnaire study “Inventory of Workplaces with Nanomaterials in the Czech Republic: Public 

Health Aspects” continued in 2009. 

 The awareness of public health authorities towards growing use of nanomaterials and the associated 

public health risks has been enhanced through education in seminars, local conferences, short courses 

and lectures. 

 Large number of research projects on nanomaterials and nanotechnologies has been funded in the 

Czech Republic, however, none of them addresses predominantly health, safety, and environmental 

aspects of nanomaterials.  

 Two international conferences on nanotechnologies were held in the Czech Republic: EuroNanoForum 

(Prague, June 2-5, 2009), and NANOCON 2009 (Rožnov pod Radhoštěm, October 20-22, 2009: 

www.nanocon.cz). The programmes of the conferences also included contributions dealing with health, 

safety, and environmental aspects of nanomaterials. 

 

Work completed, underway or planned 

1. National Regulatory developments 

No developments 

2. Developments related to voluntary or stewardship schemes 

No developments 

3. Information on any risk assessment decisions 

No developments 

4. Information on any developments related to good practice documents 

No developments 

5. Research programmes or strategies designed to address human health and/or environmental 

safety aspects of nanomaterials 

Inventory of Workplaces with Nanomaterials in the Czech Republic: Public Health Aspects (2009) 

In June 2008, Chief Public Health Officer of the Czech Republic (Deputy Minister of Health) 

launched a questionnaire study aiming at identification of health risk of NM in the workplaces in the Czech 

Republic. The study was conducted jointly by the National Institute of Public Health and Regional Public 

Health Offices. The primary database of the workplaces to be addressed (both production enterprises and 

research institutions) was a list of organizations participating in the research projects funded by or through 

major national agencies (source of information: Nanotechnologies in the Czech Republic 2005 and 2008). 



The questionnaire comprised of 7 sections: 1) Data about the enterprise/ institution; 2) Data about the 

manufactured/ studied/ used NM; 3) Data about the production or research activity;  4) Data about the 

potential exposure to NM; 5) Reported health effects; 6) Perception of the potential health risk on handling 

NM; 7) Occupational health services. The requested data was collected on site jointly by the public health 

officer and a person responsible for the workplace (Safety Officer, Head of Laboratory, etc.). The Final 

Report (9 pg) was approved by the Chief Public Health Officer in November 2008. Since then, data from 

another 47 workplaces were collected.  

 

6. Information on any public/stakeholder consultation 

No information 


