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• Brazil’s economic and social context 
• Environmental governance 
• Environmental management  
• Opportunities and challenges for greening 

the economy 
• Biodiversity  
• Protected areas 

Outline 



Brazil’s per capita income grew and it’s 
higher than in most other BRIICS 

GDP data  in current prices and purchasing power parities. 
Source: OECD.stat (database). 

 



Income grew more for the poor and 
lower income households 

Average annual growth rate in real household income, 2005-11 

Source:  OECD (2015),  Going for Growth. 



Poverty and inequality declined, but 
inequality is still high 

 



Socio-economic development varies 
widely across the country 
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Source:  OECD (2015), "Large regions, TL2: Regional accounts", OECD Regional Statistics (database). 



 

Different governance structures at state 
level… 



…and at municipal level 

Source: IBGE (2014), Perfil dos Município Brasileiros 2013. 

 



 

Only half the states produce 
environmental data and statistics 



Deforestation is Brazilians' top environmental 
concern, except among urban dwellers 

Environmental concerns, 2012  
(frequency of responses) 

Source:  MMA (2012), O que o brasileiro pensa do meio ambiente e do consumo sustentável - Pesquisa nacional de opinião: principais resultados. 
que o brasileiro pensa do meio ambiente e do consumo sustentável: Pesquisa nacional de opinião: principais resultados. 



Progress in closing open-air dumps, but 
98% of waste is still landfilled 

Includes waste originating from households, offices, institutions, commerce and selected municipal services (i.e. street cleaning).  
Controlled landfill: site operating in compliance with technical control procedures, but not requiring environmental mitigation measures.  
Sanitary landfill: site operating in compliance with technical control procedures and measures to reduce environmental impacts (i.e. groundwater contamination). 
Source:  MMA (2012), National Plan for Solid Waste. 



Disparities in access to sewage collection 
networks and sewage treatment 

Data refer to the share of urban population living in municipalities served by water supply services (93% of Brazil’s total urban population in 2011). 
Source:  MMA (2014), PNIA 2012: Painel Nacional de Indicadores Ambientais. 

 



Investment in environment-related 
infrastructure has increased 
BNDES environment-related investment, 2014 (BRL billion) 

Source: BNDES. 

2014 
 
• BRL 28 billion 
• 15% of total lending 
• +380% since 2005 



Brazil: the world’s 7th largest investor in 
renewable energy in 2014 

Source:  Adapted from BNEF (2015), Global Trends in Renewable Energy Investment 2015. 

 



Brazil is more specialised in environmental 
technology than other BRIICS 

 



Taxes on CO2 emissions from diesel 
and petrol use are low 

Tax  rates on road fuels on a CO2 emission basis, G20 countries, 2012 
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Source: Adapted from OECD (2015), Taxing Energy Use  2015: OECD and Selected Partner Economies.  



Revenue from environmentally related 
taxes is low by international comparisons 

a)  Until 2014, the system used to stabilise end-use prices of motor fuels caused tax revenue to turn negative (i.e. become a subsidy) in years when the 
international oil price  
was high. Mexico’s 2013 Tax Reform corrected this mechanism and introduced a tax on fossil fuels based on their carbon content, which will yield 
positive revenue.  
Source: Based on OECD (2015), OECD Database on Instruments Used for Environmental Policy and Natural Resources Management. 

 



Exempting fuels from taxes means 
subsidise its consumption 
Explicit and implicit subsidies to fossil fuel consumption, Brazil 

Source: OECD (2015), Inventory of Support Measures for Fossil Fuels (database). 

 



Fossil fuel subsidies are nearly half the 
revenue from energy taxes 

Source: OECD (2015), OECD Companion to the Inventory of Support Measures for Fossil Fuels 2015. 

 



GHG emissions from deforestation dropped, but 
those from energy use and agriculture are rising 

Source: MCTI (2014; 2013), Estimativas anuais de emissões de gases de efeito estufa no Brasil; MCTI (2010), Second 
National Communication of Brazil to the UNFCCC; Decree n. 7.390/2010; Brazil INDC (September 2015) 
 



 

A low-carbon energy mix, with the highest 
share of renewables among BRIICS 



A coherent strategy to combat deforestation 
in the Amazon 

Source:  INPE (2015), "Projeto PRODES: Monitoramento da floresta Amazônia Brasileira por satélite"; MMA 
(2015), Cadastro Nacional de Unidades de Conservaçao. 
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Great progress, but still the  world’s highest 
annual deforestation rate   

 
Source:  FAO (2015), Global Forest Resources Assessment 2015. 
  



Low support to agriculture, but mostly 
tied to production and input use 

Note:  Data for India are not available. 
Source:  OECD (2015), “Producer and Consumer Support Estimates”, OECD Agriculture statistics (database). 

 



Area under organic farming is small and 
has declined 
 

Source:  FAO (2015), FAOSTAT (database). 
 

 



The land area under nature protection 
has more than doubled 

Source:  MMA (2015), Cadastro Nacional de Unidades de Conservação. 

 



 

Among the largest protected area systems 

Source:  Millennium development goals (database). 



The largest forest area within protected 
areas 

 

Source:  FAO (2015), Global Forest Resources Assessment 2015. 



Most protected areas are in the Amazon 
and only 1.5% cover marine ecosystems 

Source:  MMA (2015), Cadastro Nacional de Unidades de Conservação. 



Each PA staff manages a much larger 
area than in other countries 

Source:  Medeiros, R. and C.Young (2011), Contribuição das unidades de conservação brasileiras para a 
economia nacional. 

 



Investment in PAs is lower than in other 
countries 

Source:  Medeiros, R. and C.Young (2011), Contribuição das unidades de conservação brasileiras para a 
economia nacional. 



The number of visitors in national parks 
has grown 

Source: ICMBio (2014), Relatório de Gestão 2013. 



But lack of awareness about tourism in 
protected areas 

Source:  MMA (2012), O que o brasileiro pensa do meio ambiente e do consumo sustentável - Pesquisa nacional de opinião: principais 
resultados.usntável : Pesquisa nacional de opinião: principais resultados. 
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http://bit.ly/1W8Gxr2  
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EPR Brazil Highlights 
www.oecd.org/environment/country-reviews/brazil  
 
EPR programme  
www.oecd.org/environment/country-reviews  
 
Contacts 
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