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Key points discussed 
 Form of the UNFCCC mechanism – will it use crediting or 

trading, what is its relationship to a “framework for various 
approaches”? 

 Setting baselines using emissions projection versus 
performance benchmarks or other means: should we use 
national level targets or specific industry benchmarks? 

  What emissions sources should the mechanism not cover? 

 How to define a broad segment of the economy, and how 
to ensure “net decrease or avoidance” of emissions? 
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Key points discussed Cont. 

 How to reflect national circumstances and policies in 
setting baselines, and how should the mechanism 
relate to NAMAs? 

 To what extent can the mechanism be flexible whilst 
still building trust and integrity? 

 What can we do straight away to scale-up using 
existing mechanisms and capacity? 

 How standardised can we get?  Will one approach fit 
all developing countries? 
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Areas of convergence 

 Importance of stakeholder dialogue and input, including industry, 
whilst maintaining vision of overall ambition level 

 Lessons can be learned from non-CDM experience around the 
world, eg CCAs in UK, other offset and sub-national schemes 

 Data availability is variable between countries and sectors and will 
affect what baseline approaches are 

 Performance benchmarks may often be more appropriate than 
emissions projecitions for setting crediting thresholds, but sectors 
vary and national targets can still be relevant 

 The word “sector” may not be the ideal means to categorise 
emitters for setting baselines 

 A lot of research on the use of crediting baselines has already been 
done by others (outside of the CDM).   
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Areas where differing views were 
expressed 

  Should the UNFCCC new mechanism incorporate recognition of 
emission trading systems developed by Parties, or is that a role for 
the “framework for various approaches”? 

 Is the new mechanism principally about target compliance  or 
more about developing countries’ specific development goals? 

 How to deliver “net global decrease”, can be done by limiting 
consumption of credits as well as ambitious credit thresholds 

 How should the mechanism apply to avoiding emissions increases 
in countries with currently low total emissions? 

 Simplicity versus specificity, can you solve a complex problem with 
approaches that are too simple? 


