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a) Scope and trends in e-learning policies in post-secondary education

Norway does not have an estimate of the national market size of e-learning in post-secondary
education.

Government initiatives the last two years:
In 2001 The Norwegian Agency for Flexible Learning in Higher Education, “SOFF” got a
50% increase in its allocations. The Norwegian Government established SOFF in 1990.
SOFF’s main task is to promote the development of flexible learning and distance education
based on pedagogical use ICT.

In 2000 the government launched a four-year program, ICT in Teachers Education, with the
purpose of introducing ICT and new pedagogical methods into the teacher education
curriculum. 30 mill Norwegian kroner, (approx. 3.8 mill Euro) are allocated each year.

In 2000 and 2001 the government provided the universities and the university colleges with a
fund for change and adaptation. In 2001 the fund amounted to 100 mill NOK (approx. 12.6
mill Euro) for the universities and 20 mill NOK (approx. 2.5 mill Euro) for the university
colleges. A substantial part of the means has been used to develop e-learning courses or to
introduce elements of e-learning into regular courses.

An other government initiative that is not specifically directed towards e-learning, but will
still support e-learning in post-secondary education, is the 30 mill NOK (approx. 3.8 mill
Euro) allocated in 2000 and 2001 to provide for extra cost related to decentralised education
offered by university colleges. These courses also include distance-education where e-
learning plays a mayor part.

University initiatives the last two years:
The Norwegian Council of State Colleges and Universities have established a partnership
with the social partners with the purpose to improve relations between tertiary education
institutions and the labour market. The 15th of June 2000 the Norwegian University Network
for Lifelong learning, “Norgesuniversitetet” was formally opened. One important product
being developed is a nation-wide course database. In June 2001 there are registered 1700
courses – approx. 30% of which are e-learning courses.

c) Quality assurance mechanisms
Within the frame of the Competence Reform legislation an institution is allowed to offer up to
30 credits (20 credits equals one year full time study) without government approval.
Universities and University Colleges are thus responsible for the quality of the courses of this
size offered. This holds true also for e-learning courses. Courses beyond 30 credits have to be
approved by The Network Norway Council, an advisory body to the Ministry of Education,
Research and Church affairs. The Network Norway Council and the secretariat have a



national responsibility for quality assurance in Norwegian higher education but there are no
mechanisms solely directed towards e-learning courses.


