
Finnish perspective

a) Scope and trends of e-learning policies in post-secondary education

In Finland higher education is funded by the government and municipalities. There is virtually
no commercial market for digital learning materials or for e-learning inside the official educa-
tional system. So we do not have any reliable estimates of the national market size or its growth.

In adult education and corporate further education there is a small market, gradually growing.

In Finland the development of ICT in education is guided by a national strategy for years 2000-
2004. We have a virtual university project in which all Finnish universities are participating. We
also have a virtual polytechnic project and all Finnish polytechnics are participating in this de-
velopment work. In these projects there are some 60 networks creating online courses and con-
tent.

More information about the national strategy can be found from
http://www.minedu.fi/minedu/index.html -> Publications -> Online publications ->
•  Education, Training and Research in the Information Society a National Strategy for 2000-

2004
•  Information Strategy for Education and Research 2000-2004 Implementation Plan

b) The legislative framework for e-learning

There are no national legislative regulations related to e-learning specifically. We have a com-
mittee preparing a model contract to be used in different e-learning projects but this work is in
its beginning now.

c) Quality assurance mechanisms

Finnish Higher Education Evaluation Council is preparing evaluation criterias for accreditation
of professional courses. These criterias can be applied also to higher education to some extent. In
the virtual university and virtual polytechnic projects evaluation is a central issue. There will be
evaluation criterias for the courses accepted to national portals, but evaluation is to be done by
the universities and polytechnics providing courses, not by outside evaluators.

There is cooperation between universities in quality work. Emphasis is put to creating a quality
control system which is applied in course development and content creation.


