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The Internet and other new information and communications technologies, the increasing mobility of
capital, and the global trend toward liberalized trade have presented educators with the opportunity to reach
beyond the physical walls of their schools and institutions to share – and export – their questions,
perspectives, theories and knowledge with others, both at home and abroad.

Even before the advent of digital networks and complex trade agreements, educators and educational
institutions (particularly at the postsecondary level) in Canada had been active in various aspects of the
internationalization of education. Canada has traditionally been one of the top 10 host countries for
international students, and Canadian educators are very interested in expanding their current presence in
international education.

Given the enormous economic potential of e-learning, as well as the international trade in educational
services (a recent estimate of the global education market is US $2 trillion), it appears that the developed
world has entered into a new era of learning. It is important to remember, however, that education is not
simply another commodity, but is instead an integral part of human development: a national good reflective
of social, economic, and cultural needs. The universal right to education is recognized by the United
Nations.

This presentation brings data readily available to CMEC together with the views of various international
education experts in Canada in an examination of pan-Canadian educational interests in the expansion of e-
learning and the trade in education programs and services.  This issue is examined through the following
questions:

•  What are the trends in participation by Canadian postsecondary institutions (namely universities) in
the trade in education programs and services?

•  What are the potential prospects and future directions for Canadian institutions in this area of
activity?

•  What various viewpoints, issues, and concerns with regard to education liberalization have been
expressed by Canadian education professionals working in the area of international education?

•  What is Canada’s position on education in the GATS negotiations?

•  How can international trade in education services continue to expand, while the rights of
governments to provide the best possible education for their own citizens are protected?

This presentation highlights the debate over the globalization of education that is occurring within Canada,
and offers some examples of how Canadian jurisdictions are responding to the challenges of e-learning.
This presentation also suggests how “knowledge-sharing,” which has been a key component of a number of
Canadian on-line initiatives, can be applied at the international level.


