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Introduction

This is the first issue of the
OECD/PISA Newsletter. Its purpose is
to  keep all involved in the implemen-
tation of PISA regularly in touch with
important developments,  and to give
information on recent publications,
scheduled meetings and important
contacts.

This issue reports in particular on:

½ follow-up of the PISA field trials;
½ the evaluation of PISA;
½ plans for reporting PISA results.

Sharing information effectively be-
tween the different stakeholders in
PISA at national and interna-
tional levels is central to the
continuing development
and future success of
PISA. We would there-
fore like to invite
members of the Board of
Participating Countries as
well as PISA National Project
Managers to provide input for future
issues of this Newsletter.  This can re-
late to the national implementation of
PISA, to issues relevant for the future
development of PISA, or to matters
relevant to comparative assessment
more generally.

Progress Report
Field Trial Data
The PISA field trial is now virtually
complete and, as of July 30th, the Aus-
tralian Council for Educational Re-
search (ACER) has received national

data from twenty countries. These data
are now being analysed and scaled.

The current focus is on item-level
analysis to assess the appropriateness
of the items in an international context
in terms of difficulty, cultural rele-
vance and the similarity of the psy-
chometric characteristics of the items
across countries.  The results will be
reviewed by the consortium and its
functional expert groups during Octo-
ber 1999 before being presented to
National Project Managers at their
meeting 22-26 November 1999.

Participating countries are also ex-
pected to send their PISA Field Trial

report to the ACER. Those Field
Trial reports that have

already been received
provide evidence for the
overall success of the
PISA field trial while
also pointing to areas

where further im-
provements will be needed.

Questionnaires
The PISA Context Questionnaires
continue to be developed in ways de-
signed to support the analysis and re-
porting plans currently being devel-
oped by the Board of Participating
Countries. An important milestone in
this process will be a questionnaire re-
view and development meeting that is
will take place 14-15 September 1999
in Luxembourg. This meeting will be
attended by National Project Manag-
ers, national and international experts,
and members of the project consortium
and OECD.
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PISA Evaluation
As the implementation of PISA pro-
gresses, the PISA Board of Participat-
ing Countries has started with the de-
velopment of evaluation mechanisms
designed to examine the extent to
which PISA is delivering results that
are valid and useful for policy and the
degree to which the implementation
processes are efficient, timely and
cost-effective.

As a first step, the Board of Partici-
pating Countries has established an
evaluation plan which:

½ formulates the objectives for the
evaluation of PISA at both na-
tional and international levels;

½ proposes methods for the evalua-
tion and outlines the roles and re-
sponsibilities of the different na-
tional and international actors in-
volved in the evaluation process;

½ identifies the PISA outcomes and
processes that need to be evaluated
and establishes the criteria for
evaluating them;

½ establishes the activities, timeline
and outcomes for the evaluation
process; and,

½ provides an overview of resource
implications for implementing the
evaluation activities.

A copy of this evaluation plan can be
obtained from the OECD Secretariat.
The implementation of the evaluation
plan will require the involvement of
many actors at both national and inter-
national levels and will need to draw
on information about both the out-
comes and the implementation proc-
esses of PISA, collected through a se-
ries of activities including: the scien-
tific assessment of PISA outcomes and
documents; the surveying of key par-
ticipants in PISA at national and inter-
national levels; and the observation of
implementation and training activities.

The Board of Participating Countries
will manage the evaluation process; as-

sess the outcomes of the evaluation
and decide on their implications for the
future development of the design and
operation of PISA.

To support the evaluation process, the
Board of Participating Countries has
established a Scientific Review Panel,
the members of which represent lead-
ing scientific expertise in the different
substantive areas, drawn from a broad
range of countries.

The implementation of initial evalua-
tion activities will commence in Sep-

Upcoming
Meetings
8-9 September 1999
Network A expert meeting on the
assessment of problem solving
skills
Berlin, Germany

14-15 September 1999
Questionnaire Review and De-
velopment Meeting

Luxembourg

The aims of the meeting are: to dis-
cuss problems with the question-
naires that were identified during
the field trial and to explore how
these can be resolved; to review
the purpose and rationale for indi-
vidual items and sets of items; and
to consider improvements that can
be made for individual items for the
main study.

21-22 September 1999
Meeting of the INES Steering
Group
Paris, France

4-5 October 1999
Meeting of the PISA Board of
Participating Countries
Paris, France
The aims of this meeting are: to re-
view PISA activities with a focus on
the outcomes from the PISA field
trial; to determine the directions for
the development of the main study

instruments; to  continue with the
development of the PISA reporting
and analysis plans; and to discuss
the terms of reference for the sec-
ond PISA survey cycle.

7-8 or 10-11 October 1999
Meeting of the PISA Cultural Re-
view Panel
Paris, France

13-15 October 1999
International symposium on the
definition and selection of com-
petencies
Neuchâtel, Switzerland
The symposium will work towards
developing a common, overarching
theoretical framework for the identi-
fication of the most relevant com-
petencies that can provide a basis
for more accurate and appropriate
measurement of competencies and
the interpretation of empirical re-
sults.  In addition, the symposium
will also identify areas for additional
inquiry and clarification.

13-15 October 1999
PISA Reading FEG Meeting
Melbourne, Australia

14-15 October 1999
PISA Science FEG Meeting
Melbourne, Australia

13-14 October 1999
PISA Mathematics FEG Meeting
Melbourne, Australia

25-27 October 1999
Meeting of the INES Technical
Group
Paris, France

27-29 October 1999
Plenary Meeting of the INES Net-
work A
Luxembourg

22-26 November 1999
PISA National Project Managers
Meeting
Melbourne, Australia
The purpose of this meeting is to
review the results from the PISA
field trial and to discuss the devel-
opment of the main study instru-
ments.
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tember with a first progress report
scheduled to be delivered to the meet-
ing of the Board of Participating
Countries in March 2000, at a time
when critical decisions concerning the
design and implementation mechanism
for the second PISA survey cycle will
have to be made.

Interviews with National Project
Managers
As part of the PISA mechanisms for
quality assurance, the OECD Secre-
tariat is currently conducting a tele-
phone interview with all National Proj-
ect Managers.  Their experience,
comments and/or suggestions will as-
sist with the design and development
of future PISA survey cycles.

Cross-Curricular Competencies
A plan for the analysis of the data from
the international PISA option on cross-
curricular competencies has been de-
veloped and is now being studied by
the OECD Secretariat and members of
the Consortium. This plan proposes
guidelines for the definition and con-
struction of the scales, the assessment
of construct validity, the assessment of
the reliability of the scales and the se-
lection of the items and instrument for
the PISA main study.

A copy of this plan can be obtained
from the OECD Secretariat.

PISA Analysis and Reporting Plans
At its meeting 1-3 March 1999, the
PISA Board of Participating Countries
established a basic strategy for the dis-
semination of PISA outcomes in order
to provide for an effective international
presentation of the comparative out-
comes of PISA, paralleled by national
analysis and interpretation of the re-
sults as developed by each country.
This strategy was targeted at the needs
of a range of users - from governments
seeking to learn policy lessons,
through academics requiring data for
further analysis, to the general public
wanting to track how their nation’s

schools are progressing in producing
world-class students. It was built
around three types of products:

½ A timely initial report that would
communicate key findings and
highlight important policy mes-
sages emerging from PISA.

½ A data oriented report, perhaps
published in electronic form only,
that would provide access to a
broad array of indicators and the
underlying data and methods.

½ A series of thematic reports that
would use the outcomes of PISA
to explore specific themes and
analyse what the results imply in a
series of important policy-relevant
areas.

The further development of this plan
will be an important objective for the
Board of Participating Countries at its
meeting 4-5 October 1999.

Development of the Terms of Refer-
ence for the Second PISA Survey
Cycle
The INES Network A is currently pre-
paring a first draft of the Terms of
Reference for the second PISA survey
cycle, in consultation with the OECD
Secretariat. A first draft will be pre-
sented to the Board of Participating
Countries at its meeting 4-5 October
1999.

Publications
Measuring Student Knowledge and
Skills – A New Framework for As-
sessment (May 1999)
This volume was published in May
1999. It is the first volume in the PISA
series and provides the conceptual
framework on which the PISA 2000
assessment is based.

It defines the domains of reading liter-
acy, mathematics literacy and scientific
literacy in terms of the content that
students need to acquire, the processes
that need to be performed, and the

contexts in which knowledge and skills
are applied. It also describes the meth-
ods developed to ensure that the as-
sessment tasks are valid across coun-
tries, are strong at measuring relevant
skills and are based on authentic life
situations.

Copies of this publication and other in-
formation material on PISA can be or-
dered from the OECD Secretariat.

Contacts
OECD Secretariat
The principal contact point for PISA at
the OECD is Mr. Andreas Schleicher
who can be reached at:
Andreas.SCHLEICHER@OECD.org
or by telephone at: +33 1 45 24 93 66.

Mrs. Claudia Tamassia has joined the
PISA staff at the OECD as of 1 July
1999. Among other things, she will
work with the PISA project consortium
on the implementation of PISA. She
can be reached at
Claudia.TAMASSIA@OECD.org or
by telephone at: +33 1 45 24 19 03.

Ms. Juliet Evans replaced Ms. Fiona
Ellerton as of 1 June 1999 as adminis-
trative assistant for PISA. She can be
reached at Juliet.EVANS@OECD.org
or by telephone at: +33 1 45 24 99 94.

PISA Project Consortium
The principal contact point for PISA at
the PISA Project Consortium is the
Project Director, Mr. Ray Adams.  He
can be reached at: Adams@acer.edu.au
or by telephone at:+61 3 92775604.
Questions or comments to the consor-
tium can also be sent to
pisa@acer.edu.au.

Contributions:
We are seeking input to be included in
future issues of this newsletter. If you
have something you would like to
share with other participants in the
project, please contact
Claudia.TAMASSIA@OECD.org.
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