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Encouraging Quality in  
Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) 

STRATEGIES TO TACKLE CHALLENGES IN RESEARCH  

Challenge 3: Lack of dissemination   

Linking research to policy and to practice is a generic challenge for many OECD countries, not 
only in ECEC but also in education fields in general.  

Researchers’ main interest may focus on producing and publishing cutting-edge research 
findings – not necessarily following through to communicate their findings to policy makers and 
practitioners. Not all policy makers and practitioners have the time or knowledge to read 
academic journals – written in highly-technical terms – to fill the knowledge gap.  

Conscious efforts are required to systemically translate research findings into policy actions or 
practices on the ground. Such systemic dissemination efforts will require funding; however, 
budget is not easily allocated for “communication” or “dissemination” activities.   

Providing financial or in-kind support  

 In Finland, the Academy’s Board allocated EUR 8.5 million to initiate research 
programmes in 2009 for 2010-13. This programme-based funding contributes to 
launching extensive interdisciplinary research projects, collecting scattered research 
resources and promoting the establishment of networks among national and 
international researchers. Also, the Advisory Board on ECEC, under the Ministry of 
Social Affairs and Health, organised a national seminar in November 2010 on ECEC 
research. At the seminar, relevant materials were shared. They are also available on the 
Ministry’s website for a year.   

Enhancing links between research and policy  

 In Finland, Centres of Excellence on Social Welfare were established in 2002 to 
overcome challenges in linking research and practice. The objectives of the centres 
include: development and transmission of expertise needed in the social welfare sector; 
development and transmission of primary services, special services and expertise 
services; development of diverse connections among basic, postgraduate and further 
education; and development of research, experiment and development activities.  

 In Manitoba (Canada), the Healthy Child Manitoba (HCM) Office monitors the HCM 
Strategy, which was implemented in 2000 and serves as a network of programmes and 
supports for children, youth and families. The Strategy was nationally recognised and 
set in legislation under the HCM Act in 2007. This Act commits the provincial 
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government to evidence-based decision making and approaches to policy and 
programme development. The HCM Office reports regularly on children’s development 
and evaluates whether programmes for children are working. The HCM Act states that 
the HCM Office is responsible for the development of Manitoba’s Five-Year Status of 
Children’s Outcomes Report, which will be released in 2012.   

Enhancing links between research and practitioners  

 In Norway, the Programme for Practice-based Research and Development (R&D) in 
Pre-School through Secondary Schools and Teacher Education (2006-10) generated 
research-based knowledge and promoted well-organised co-operation between teacher 
training institutions and school management groups. The new research programme, 
Programme for Practice-based Evaluation Research (PRAKUT) (2010-14), is designed 
to further develop and strengthen R&D expertise and the knowledge base in teacher 
education programmes. PRAKUT aims to increase the application of research-based 
knowledge in the field of practice with a view to ensure that teacher education and 
practice become more closely interlinked.   

 In Slovenia, all preschools have adopted the Preschool Curriculum since 2001. The 
government applied two approaches to evaluate the implementation of the curriculum. 
The National Education Institute monitored institutional practices by using different 
methods such as observation, semi-structured interviews and questionnaires. In the 
meantime, the advisors prepared semi-annual and annual reports for presentation to the 
Minister of Education and other responsible institutions. The findings were forwarded to 
the preschools and used for the preparation of the contents of professional training as a 
way for evaluation to inform practices. 

Creating a regional or international research network 

 Norway organised the Nordic Research Conference in the field of ECEC in 2009 and 
2011. The main purpose of these conferences was to consolidate the relationship 
between research, practice and policy through presentations and discussions on cutting-
edge Nordic research findings. Policy makers and researchers from all Nordic countries 
and self-governed areas participated and contributed to the conferences. Additionally, a 
co-operation between Denmark, Sweden and Norway has been established to finance 
and disseminate a mapping of Scandinavian research in the field of ECEC. 

 The OECD Network on ECEC aims to support participating countries in developing 
effective and efficient ECEC policies. At Network meetings, policy makers share their 
good practices, as well as challenges, with their concrete country experiences on ECEC 
policy issues. The meetings also serve as a clearing house of new policy research and 
to identify new areas for fruitful policy research, analysis and data development.  

 The research network Diversity in Early Childhood Education and Training brings 
together researchers and practitioners interested in resolving issues regarding access to 
ECEC for families and children from diverse cultural backgrounds. Eight European 
countries are represented in the network: Belgium, Germany, Greece, France, Ireland, 
the Netherlands, Spain and the United Kingdom (England and Scotland). For 
example, in Flanders (Belgium), the network participated in diversity practices training 
for early childhood personnel. Training in diversity contributes to more effective 
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dialogues between educators and parents and reduces stereotypical thinking and 
institutional discrimination. 
 

 The European Early Childhood Education Research Association, launched in 1992, 
is an international association, which promotes and disseminates multi-disciplinary 
research on early childhood and its applications to policy and practice. It also 
encourages and supports cross-national collaborations and themed publications through 
its special interest groups.  

 The Pacific Early Childhood Education Research Association (PECERA), founded 
in 2000, is an academic association dedicated to disseminating and supporting research 
in early childhood education within the Pacific area. PECERA serves as a Pacific 
network of researchers and practitioners in order to facilitate communication and 
collaboration among them. The association holds annual conferences and publishes 
journals. There are 11 countries that are members of the association: Australia, China, 
Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand and 
the United States.  

 
 

http://www.eecera.org/
http://www.pecera.org/index.htm

