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Encouraging Quality in  
Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC)  

STRATEGY OPTIONS TO TACKLE CHALLENGES IN DATA COLLECTION AND 
MONITORING 

Challenge 3: Lack of data on financing and costs 

The recent global economic crisis is putting increasing pressure on educational funding and calls 
for proven results and accountability. This involves the financial tracking and monitoring of 
outcomes. However, it is difficult to pull together one consolidated figure for public spending at 
the national level.  
 
First, accumulating combined spending for early education and child care can be problematic in 
countries with “split” systems where financing is administered by different ministries. Second, 
ECEC costs are often shared among national and local governments. Financing from the national 
government is often included in local accounting, in which case adding all the figures may run the 
risk of counting the same sources twice at the local level. Third, financing is often co-financed 
with private sector, whether it is partially covered by ECEC providers or the employers of parents. 
This is often not taken into account in the figures.  

Collecting reliable data on spending on children and families  

 In Australia, the government has tracked their financial spending on ECEC funding. This 
funding has resulted in a marked increase in the number of children enrolled in child care 
services from 1 078 710 in 2006-07 to 1 158 690 in 2009-10. Also, substantial improvement 
in affordability has been observed after the implementation of government subsidies. In 
2004, the out-of-pocket costs for a family with a single child in long day care if earning AUD 
55 000 a year, was approximately 13% of their disposable income, but this proportion had 
decreased to around 7% in 2010.   

Evaluating a programme to explore the effects of increased funding 

 Under the direction of the current government, Prince Edward Island (Canada) saw the 
largest increase in public funding to early learning and child care in recent history. The 
Preschool Excellence Initiative was implemented in May 2010, and at the same time, an 
evaluation process was being developed by the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development in conjunction with two local academic institutions. This evaluation 
is to be completed by academic institutions in 2012, and it will inform the government of 
possible changes to the Preschool Excellence Initiative. It will also provide information 
about the programme’s successes as well as the impact the increased funding has had on 
the early childhood system.  

http://www.deewr.gov.au/Earlychildhood/Resources/Documents/StateChildCareAus.pdf

