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Encouraging Quality in  
Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC)  

STRATEGY OPTIONS TO TACKLE CHALLENGES IN DATA COLLECTION AND 
MONITORING 

Challenge 1: Lack of data on demand and supply of ECEC places 

Access to reliable information about demand and supply of ECEC places is a challenge in many 
OECD countries. Without sufficient data in these areas, policy makers and providers fail to plan 
an adequate provision level for today and for the future. Without transparent information on 
supply, working parents will have difficulty finding ECEC services, and those who wish to resume 
working may not be motivated to seek employment. 

Data collection at the national level can be a challenge if there is no consistent framework among 
local authorities and/or providers.  

Launching a unified ECEC data system aligned with national or regional goals  

 In Australia, under the National Partnership for Early Childhood Education, the government 
and state/territory authorities are committed to publish annual reports on the progress of 
implementation towards the National Partnership, aimed at achieving universal access to 
early childhood education by 2013. The development of a National Minimum Data Set will 
gather nationally consistent data on preschool participation across the ECEC sector.  

 In Germany, the efforts at the federal, Länder and municipal levels to increase the number 
of child care spaces available for children under the age of three until 2013 are being 
evaluated and documented in an annual report. For the report, the Ministry of Youth 
inquires with parents, child care centres and youth welfare offices about their specific needs 
and expectations and to what extent progress can be observed.  

Launching a comprehensive, child-centred database   

 In Flanders (Belgium), The Child in Flanders, a comprehensive compendium of statistics 
on young children, has been published every year. It encompasses a broad spectrum of: 
demographic data (e.g., birth rates, the number of children per age cohort, the number of 
ethnic minority children, the number of adopted children); data on family circumstances 
(e.g., family composition, ethnicity, family income); data on the utilisation of child care and 
out-of school care; data on children with special support needs; and data on the health and 
physical development of young children. 

 In Norway, all Norwegian kindergartens fill out an annual report through a web-based tool. 
The report includes comprehensive information about: the number of ECEC places and 
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children (by age), including the number of minority language children and children with 
disabilities; attendance rates; the quality of ECEC provisions (e.g., number of staff, staff 
positions, qualifications and gender); organisation of  kindergarten (e.g., ownership and 
opening hours); parental fees, sibling discounts and reductions targeting low-income 
families.  

 Korea produces Annual Statistics on Child Care, which are available both as a publication 
and online. The reports provide detailed information on children enrolled in child care 
services (e.g., the number of children by age and sex, participation rates in different types 
of child care centres by regions, the estimated number of children in the future). Each child 
care centre is required to report and update their information through a web-based tool. The 
data are confirmed by individual local authorities to ensure reliability. The data on early 
childhood education are collected as part of the Annual Statistics on Education, which 
provide data on elementary and secondary school education. The reports are available 
online, prepared by the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology and the Korean 
Educational Development Institute.  

Taking stock of existing micro-surveys relevant to ECEC  

 In Austria, Statistics Austria has been conducting micro-censuses, including a special 
section entitled “Household management, Day Care and Nursing Care” in 1995 and 2002. 
The Federation of Austrian Parent-Toddler groups also has collected data using 
questionnaires filled out by the parent-toddler groups. It aims to determine how the different 
framework conditions impact ECEC provisions, legislation and funding compared across 
different provinces.   

Revising the legal framework to mandate national and regional systems to monitor ECEC status  

 In Korea, according to the Child Care Act, a National Survey on Child Care must be 
conducted every five years to obtain comprehensive data and information on the current 
status of child care services, such as the number of children, teachers and child care 
centres, costs and opening hours. In 2010, despite the high costs of conducting the national 
survey, the term for conducting the survey has been shortened to every three years so that 
more up-to-date information is available.     


