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Encouraging Quality in  

Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) 

SELF-REFLECTION:  FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

This sheet has been prepared based on international trends and is designed to facilitate 
reflection on where your country stands. 

The aim is to raise awareness about new issues and identify areas where changes could be 
made; the aim is not to give marks on practices. Please reflect on the current state of play by 
circling a number on the scale from 1-5. 

Family engagement Not at all        Very well 

1.   A comprehensive family and child policy is shared across 
different social and education services with an aim to 
engage families in ECEC services.   

1 2 3 4 5 

2.   Sufficient communication and co-operation is facilitated and 
ensured between the national government and local 
authorities on strategies for parental engagement. 

1 2 3 4 5 

3.   Policy makers and ECEC providers are aware of the 
importance of “Home Curriculum”, i.e., daily routines, 
stimulating discussions with children, reading at home, etc.  

1 2 3 4 5 

4.  There have been efforts to help parents ensure good home 
learning environments for effective child development, such 
as through staff training, curriculum and a public relations 
campaign.  

1 2 3 4 5 

5.   ECEC staff are trained to support parents, such as through 
guidelines and training. 

1 2 3 4 5 

6.   Parenting skills programmes or other support programmes 
are used by those who need them the most and are relevant 
to their needs. 

1 2 3 4 5 

7.   Parents are engaged not only as “users” of ECEC services 
but in a variety of ways (e.g., ECEC providers, volunteers, 
decision makers on a board, partners). 

1 2 3 4 5 
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8.   The degree of parental involvement is monitored by ECEC 
services for quality enhancement.  

1 2 3 4 5 

9.  Home visits are arranged for those who need such 
programmes. 

1 2 3 4 5 

Community engagement Not at all        Very well 

10. There is co-ordination among ECEC services and other 
services (e.g., health services, social workers) designed for 
families. 

1 2 3 4 5 

11. Sufficient communication and co-operation is being 
facilitated and ensured between local authorities and ECEC 
services about strategies for community involvement. 

1 2 3 4 5 

12. Resources that exist in communities (e.g., libraries, 
museums, NGOs, businesses) are being explored and 
utilised.   

1 2 3 4 5 

13. Community leaders have been involved in the planning and 
development of curriculum and materials to reflect the 
community values in the local adaptation of the curriculum. 

1 2 3 4 5 

14. Children and their parents living in dysfunctional 
communities are being helped in co-operation with other 
target measures for the communities.  

1 2 3 4 5 

  

 


