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 Fun and excitement generate interest in phenomena 



The foundation…  

• anchors everyday contact with science 

and technology in all daycare centers 

and primary schools in Germany, thereby 

providing equal educational opportunities 

for girls and boys. 

• supports child care workers continuously 

with a hands-on approach, while also 

involving parents and others. 

• contributes to strengthening early 

childhood education and ensuring the 

involvement of future generations in 

natural sciences and engineering 

• spreads the project’s approach and 

experience to other actors abroad, thus 

positioning Germany as an educational 

and scientific center 

      The architects of the "Little Scientists’ House” 

Founding partners Sponsorship 

Federal Minister of 

Education  

Professor Annette  

Schavan 

Mission 



Child care  

workers 

Children 

Develop their own 

unprejudiced  

enjoyment 

Observe children’s 

interests; 

integrate simple 

experiments in 

everyday care 

Draw on scientific 

aspects and support 

children in independent 

“research” 

Interest in 

phenomena 

Understanding  

connections in the  

natural sciences 

Metacognition  

Curiosity and 

enthusiasm 

 Pedagogical goals and required skills of child care worker 

Language, social, 

fine motor skills 



 Through furthering interest in the natural sciences and scientific skills, 

the foundation supports general competencies in children as well 

Interest in the natural 

sciences 

Drawing basic inferences 

Learning skills 

Language skills 

Social skills 

Fine motor skills 

Scientific understanding General skills 

All German states’ educational plans 
stipulate involvement with 

natural sciences and technology 

Understanding nature 

Scientific methods 



 Trainers in local networks spread the foundation’s work by  

 training actual child care workers 

Train-the-trainer approach for Germany-wide coverage 

Local network 

Day 

care 

provides 

 trains 

Foundation (Berlin) 

initiates 

Hold workshops for 

child care workers 

Trainers 

Coordinates on 

location 

Day 

care 

Day 

care 



 The foundation offerings for daycare centers include five key elements 

Voluntary  

champions 
V 

Scientifically and technically interested 

parents support the realization in daycare 

centers 

Internet 

presence 
III 

Website www.haus-der-kleinen-forscher.de 

provides further background information for 

all interested parties 

Working  

documents 
II 

For implementation, the foundation provides 

daycare centers with dedicated, high quality 

working documents free of charge 

"Little  

Scientists’ Day" 
IV 

The annual action day draws a great deal of 

attention to the broad commitment of 

participants all over Germany 

Workshops I 

Child care workers receive well-founded 

pedagogical and scientific training 
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Thank you for your attention 

Explore with us! 
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• Appendix 
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I  Child care workers receive well-founded pedagogical and scientific 

training 

Introductory workshops (all-day) 

Regular supplementary workshops (all-day) 

Introductory 

workshop 

 

Supplementary 

workshop after 

approx. 4 months 

Schedule 

Regular 

additional 

supplementary 

workshops 

Workshop contents and formats 

Objectives 

• Create enthusiasm for the natural sciences and 

technology through independent research by the 

trained child care workers 

• Develop together well-founded didactic  

methods for the foundation 

• Introduction in the first topic ("Water") 

Objectives 

• Exchanging practical experience 

• Developing additional topics (e.g. air, carbonation) and 

illustrating these through their own experiments 

• Defining well-founded basic didactic methods 
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 For implementation, the foundation provides daycare centers with 

 quality working documents – for free 

The "Little Scientists Box“  

is used to store the documents 

The experiments are arranged by 

subject area and have been adapted 

from the daily experiences of the children 

For the experiments, mainly everyday  

materials are needed 

Continually new 

topics 

II 

Brochures show relations to the everyday  

lives of children and implementation ideas 
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 The extensive website www.haus-der-kleinen-forscher.de provides 

      information for all those interested 

III 

Example content: 

• Current information 

 

• Experiment ideas 

 

• Map of the 

  local networks 

 

• Extensive login-      

  area for supporting the   

  networking 

 

• Online ordering 

   system in the login- 

   area 

 

• Wide range of 

  "participation" activities  

   for all those interested 
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IV 

 

  ∙ All participating daycares receive documents  

for hosting an action day 

 

  ∙ With the help of experiments, experts and 

children together can perform research and 

experiments based on each year's topic 

 

  ∙ The children enjoy experiment folders and 

scientist’s degrees 

 

"Little Scientists' Day" on 20th May 2010 

 The annual action day draws a great deal of attention to the broad 

  commitment of all participants 

 

  ∙ Many articles in regional and national 

newspapers 

 

  ∙ Numerous radio reports 

 

  ∙ Prominent television pieces 

Media resonance 
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 Scientifically and technically interested parents support the  

 realization in daycare 

 

V 

• Visit the daycare and experiment together with 

the children 

 

• Support during celebrations or parent's nights 

 

• Invite the children to visit a workplace 

 

• Help with questions 

 

• Appreciate the children’s interest in research  

in the daycare and at home 

How can parents support the project? 
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 Local networks develop nationwide 

As of October 2010: 

171 networks  

with 14,710 daycares 

 

International Cooperation: 

Austria 

Thailand 

 

 
 

Long-term goal: 
nationwide presence 
throughout Germany 

Schleswig-

Holstein

Hamburg

Niedersachsen

Bremen

Nordrhein-Westfalen

Hessen

Rheinland-

Pfalz

Baden-

Württemberg

Bayern

Saarland

Berlin

Brandenburg

Mecklenburg-

Vorpommern

Sachsen

Sachsen-Anhalt

Thüringen
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• The team of the foundation 

"Little Scientists´ 

House" in Berlin ac- 

companies the trainers 

at one of their first  

introductory workshops 

in the local network 

• Loose-leaf booklet 

(updated regularly) 

• Key elements 

– Introduction of the foundation 

– Pedagogical/didactic 

basis 

– Development of the work- 

shops for child care workers 

– Shopping lists 

– Evaluation forms 

• Interactive 2-day 

workshops with various 

elements 

• Key contents 

– Pedagogical/didactic 

basis 

– Natural science  

experiments 

– Workshop process for 

child care workers 

• Various advanced 

   workshops 

 Components of the offering for trainers 

Class sit-in Handbook Workshop 
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 What prerequisites must be fulfilled so that your region can also have 

 "Little Scientists´ Houses"? 

• Each newly founded network must include at least 20 daycares; there is no 

upper limit. 

• A network coordinator acts as contact person for the trainers and the 

daycares, as well as for the foundation in Berlin. 

• The cooperation agreement between the local network and the institute 

"Little Scientists´ House" must be signed. 

• The network partner nominates suitable trainers. When necessary, the 

foundation can also mediate trainers. 

Prerequisites for participation 


