
Introduction to the theme of the  

4th OECD 

Network on ECEC Meeting 

 

Assessment and Evaluation of 

Learning & Wellbeing 

 

 



Introduction 

• One of the great policy challenges for ECEC 

 

• A cross-cutting matter - accountability, children’s rights, 

ethics, curriculum, pedagogy and more… 

 

• Concerns complex technical matters…. 

 

• And is likely to generate strong views from all concerned. 

 

 



Why Assess & Evaluate  

Learning & Wellbeing? 

• ECEC has such potential to impact on the lives of children 

and parents – is that impact being achieved, worthwhile, 

healthy, safe? 

 

• A Government might expect to know that society is 

benefiting, or not so it can respond  

 

• To make best use of limited resources 

 



To What Purpose? 
• Account for what has happened or is happening  

 especially where increased investment has been made 

 

• Guide efforts to improve quality  

 knowing where it is working well, and not so well 

 

• Inform teaching and care practices 

 recognising and responding to children’s learning & needs 

 

• Engage parents in their children’s lives and learning 

 

• Coordinate information collected about children across care, education, 
health, social and other domains 

 reducing the impact of information collection on children and parents 

 



Policy Discussion 

• Can and should these purposes be reconciled? 

 If not, what purpose is most important?  

 

• What are the opportunities and risks of focusing on an individual child’s 

experience?  

 Early help or intervention vs. Labeling vs. Narrowing curriculum and 

pedagogy 

 

• How amenable are children’s dispositions, competencies and wellbeing 

to being evaluated at a system level?  

 An ethical and technical question. 

 

• How could evaluation and assessment support life-long learning from 

the early years to compulsory schooling to tertiary education? 

 



Some More Policy Considerations 

• What is the policy and political context? 

 

• What policy goals or outcomes are important? 

 

• What issues or factors should be considered in any policy 

development or design?  

 

• What would be important for policy implementation? 

 

• What have countries already learnt from assessment and 

evaluation and how was that information used? 

 


