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• Analyze the structural evolution of the recent policy debate over the 
internationalization of Japanese HE in times of particularly strong 
domestic financial constraint & growth of HE in neighboring countries 
• Describe the de facto formation of a regional Asia-Pacific HE arena 
through multi-polar initiatives, despite the lack of a regional policy 
consensus 



What’s going on in Asia? 
Structural change and the emergence of multi-polar initiatives 

• China is poised to replace Japan as the world’s 2nd largest economy in 
2010 

• India is increasing its presence both in the regional economy and HE 
• Korea is accelerating pathways for internationalization & establishment 

of WCU 
• Singapore, Qatar and others are racing to become HE hubs, both for 

brain gain and for transnational education service provision 
• Australasian HE is strengthening its position through intensified quality 

assurance & research excellence 
• ASEAN is developing its regional quality assurance framework 
• Japan is struggling to achieve a new, sustainable vision for the future in 

the face of extreme budgetary constraint, while the nation continues 
to be highly influential in terms of economy 
 



From Dominance to Co-development 
 Japan’s changing attitudes towards the region 

• 1980s: Internationalization of HE 
with the aim of becoming a global 
leader 
– Invite 100,000 international students 
– Support human resource development 

in developing countries 

•  1990s and 2000s: Development of   
  Asian HE  

– WCU policy through governance reform 
and research funding 

– Strong national identity and closed 
social customs were revealed as 
obstacles in the process of globalization 

• Changing global context 
– European HE arena 

• Decrease of Japanese students in US 
HE & increased presence in China  

• Change of ruling party in 2009, and 
shift to Asia for further development 
of Japan 

• Budgetary constraint and confusion: 
every item including HE, science and 
technology  became potential targets 
for budgetary cuts 

• Perceived need to develop as a 
‘region’ - without a concrete 
understanding as to how ‘region’ is 
defined 

• Stimulated by developments in 
ASEAN and Europe, protracted 
discussions of developing a ‘regional 
HE arena’ starting with Korea, Japan 
and China (?) 

• Others in the Asia Pacific propose 
many other qualifying indicators of 
‘region’ 





CAMPUS Asia 
• CAMPUS Asia (Japan, Korea and China; from April 2010) 

• Mutual understanding on exchange programs and quality assurance 
• Guidelines for exchange programs, including credit transfers and grading policies 
• Pilot program(s) and identifying necessary support systems 
• Achieving mutual understanding on university evaluation, publishing a common glossary 

of quality assurance, sharing information on university evaluation, visiting each other to 
observe evaluation activities 

• Should be understood as one example of a multi-polar initiative for developing an open, 
regional HE arena.  

• Yet in its infancy 

• De facto formation of Asia-Pacific HE Arena 
• No developed policy consensus to guide what is already an ongoing and largely 

uncontrolled process 
• No explicit agreement as to what the boundaries of a ‘regional HE arena’ in East Asia 

and Asia Pacific would look like 
• Consistent leadership at the highest political levels is necessary for the controlled  

development of a regional HE arena 
• Swings in socio-political mood and changes in governance are inevitable 

• The need for consensus 
          A developed policy consensus to foster deliberately planned, multi-polar linkages 

that 
                are durable yet flexible in the face of change 

 
 


