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11-12 December 2017 

 

 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Centre for Educational 

Research and Innovation (CERI) and the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) in the United States 

are pleased to host this international workshop on “Using Educational Research and Innovation to 

Address Inequality and Achievement Gaps in Education.”  

Support for the convening is provided by the William T. Grant Foundation (United States) and the 

Education Endowment Foundation (United Kingdom), with event organisation led by the 

American Youth Policy Forum (United States).  

The workshop will pursue three specific goals: 

1. Sharing innovative/recent approaches to tackling inequality in educational opportunities and 

outcomes; 

2. Spotlighting the role researchers can play in developing effective policy responses to 

educational inequality; 

3. Identifying areas where new research is needed and laying the groundwork for future 

international collaboration. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

This document, as well as any data and map included herein, are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the 

delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area. 
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10 December 2017 

18:00  

Optional welcome dinner at The Embassy Row Hotel     (Roosevelt Room) 

11 December 2017 

 

08:00 – 09:00 Breakfast  

09:00 – 09:10  

Welcome (Plenary)         (Admiral’s Ballroom) 

 Thomas Brock, Commissioner, National Center for Education Research 

Delegated the Duties of Director, Institute of Education Sciences, United States 

 

09:10 – 10:00 

Session 1:  

Defining and measuring inequality across the OECD (Plenary)  (Admiral’s Ballroom) 

 Andreas Schleicher, Director for the Directorate for Education and Skills, OECD, France 

 Sean Reardon, Professor of Poverty and Inequality in Education, Stanford Graduate School of 

Education, United States 

 

To open the meeting, this session will feature presentations on the United States and OECD trends 

regarding educational inequality, highlighting different ways of defining and measuring educational 

inequality.  

 

10:00 – 10:10 

Welcome and Remarks (Plenary)      (Admiral’s Ballroom) 

 Betsy DeVos, United States Secretary of Education, United States  

 

10:10 – 11:15 

Session 2:           (Admiral’s Ballroom) 

Public and private school choice as responses to inequality: international perspectives 

(Plenary) 

 Rebecca Allen, Professor and Director, Centre for Education Improvement Science, UCL Institute 

of Education, United Kingdom 

 Gregory Elacqua, Principal Education Economist, Inter-American Development Bank, United 

States 

 

Facilitator:  

 

 Thomas Brock, Commissioner, National Center for Education Research 

Delegated the Duties of Director, Institute of Education Sciences, United States 
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This session will consider innovative approaches to school choice and examine their contributions to 

higher performance and smaller learning and attainment gaps. The cases of the United Kingdom, the 

Netherlands and Chile will be examined. What lessons does the international experience offer as this 

issue reaches the forefront of United States policy concerns? How can school choice be used as a 

response to inequity, and in what conditions can it work? 

11:15 – 11:30 Break  

11:30 – 12:45 

Session 3: Community- and school-level responses to inequality (Breakouts) 

Many policies to reduce educational inequality aim to fight the negative influence of neighbourhoods that 

are either socially or ethnically segregated. One reason is related to possible negative peer effects, either 

within schools or within neighbourhoods. Each of these breakout sessions will discuss neighbourhood- or 

school-level responses to inequality and the factors that make these policies more or less effective. 

3a: Special education        (East Wing) 

    

Speaker/Facilitators:  

 Douglas Fuchs,  Professor and Nicholas Hobbs Chair in Special Education and Human 

Development, Vanderbilt University, United States  

 Mikko Aro, Professor, Department of Education, University of Jyväskylä, Finland 

 

For several decades, “inclusion” has strongly influenced the special education policy environment in the 

United States and in other countries. In the United States, it has benefitted many special-needs children, 

but it has also weakened the education of many others. In this session, these mixed outcomes will be 

discussed and compared to inclusion in Finland to frame a conversation about how best to develop an 

appropriate education for all children and youth with disabilities. 

3b: Comprehensive school and neighbourhood services to reduce educational inequality 

(Admiral’s Ballroom) 

Speaker/Facilitator:  

 Diane Schanzenbach, Professor, School of Education and Social Policy, Northwestern 

University, United States  

 

Increasing attention is being paid to interventions outside of the classroom – such as health 

interventions and family income support programs – as mechanisms to close achievement 

gaps.  This session will discuss various comprehensive service approaches, including their 

impacts and funding streams. 

3c: Early Childhood programs to reduce inequality in school readiness (West Wing) 

Speakers/Facilitators: 

 Caroline Ebanks, Team Lead for Early Childhood Research, Institute of Education Sciences, 

United States  

 Paul Leseman, Professor, Department of Education & Pedagogy, Utrecht University, 

Netherlands  
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Children’s early childhood experiences have immediate and lasting consequences for their 

learning and development. In the United States, research has shown that participating in high-

quality early childhood programs is beneficial for young children, especially children from at-

risk backgrounds. This session will focus on the research base for the role of early childhood 

programs in narrowing school readiness gaps. The group will discuss current early childhood 

policies and practices in different countries and implications for future research. 

 

 

12:45 – 13:45 Lunch (Station Kitchen and Cocktails Restaurant, in hotel) 

13:45 – 15:15 

Session 4: School- and classroom-level responses to educational inequality: changing the 

schooling experience (Breakouts)  

What do we know about the role of school resources, teachers and teaching on the reduction of educational 

inequality? Do teachers sometimes inadvertently contribute to the widening of educational inequality, for 

example by expecting less from students from under-privileged backgrounds? What innovative models of 

teaching seem to better work for children from less privileged backgrounds? To what extent do some types 

of pedagogies work better for some socio-economic groups? These breakout sessions will examine 

conditions and practices that are likely to reduce inequality of educational outcomes by socioeconomic and 

ethnic background. 

4a: Education technology to improve education outcomes   (Admiral’s Ballroom) 

Speaker/Facilitator: 

 John F. Pane, Distinguished Chair in Education Innovation and senior scientist in RAND 

Education, United States 

 Christophe Gomes, Deputy Director, Agir pour l’ecole, France 

Education technology is a potential tool to personalize instruction and deliver high-quality educational 

experiences to students from all backgrounds.  This session will focus on what research has found to be 

the benefits and limitations of education technology to improve education outcomes and reduce 

achievement gaps, and identify new questions to be explored. 

4b: Behavioural strategies that minimise inequality    (East Wing) 

Speakers/Facilitators: 

 Emily Doolittle, Team Lead for Social Behavioral Research, Institute of Education Sciences, 

United States  

 Jacquelyn Buckley, Team Lead for Disability Research, Institute of Education Sciences, United 

States 

 

This session will focus on the relationship between student behavior and academic performance, and 

highlight promising programs and practices that support inclusive learning environments for students 

from all backgrounds. A particular focus will be on programs to minimize discipline disparities in 

schools.   

4c: The role of professional learning in reducing inequality – what professional learning structures 

and processes work to reduce inequality?     (West Wing) 

Speaker/Facilitator:  

 Lynne Vernon-Feagans, Senior Research Scientist, University of North Carolina, United States 
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The session will aim to identify from among participant countries the evidence and innovations for more 

effective professional learning approaches, with a particular focus on building expertise in practices that 

reduce disparities in outcomes. 

15:15 – 15:30 Break 

15:30 – 16:30 

Session 5: results from breakout sessions: what do we know about neighbourhood-, school- 

and classroom-level responses that reduce inequality? What are the policy and research 

implications? (Group Discussion)      (Admiral’s Ballroom) 

Facilitators:  

 Adam Gamoran, President, William T. Grant Foundation, United States 

 Stephen Fraser, Director, International Partnerships, The Education Endowment Foundation, 

United Kingdom 

Which strategies show the most promise in reducing inequality?  What strategies do we need to learn 

more about?  A general facilitated discussion will ensue. What are the institutional research and 

innovation models that help develop evidence to design effective policies? Tiered evidence strategies and 

research/practitioner partnerships are two approaches that are being used in the United States. What are 

other approaches for supporting innovation and use of evidence? 

 

16:30 – 17:15 

Session 6: Implications for policy - Day 1 wrap-up (Plenary)  (Admiral’s Ballroom) 

Facilitator:  

 Adam Gamoran, President, William T. Grant Foundation, United States 

Panelists: 

 Frank Brogan, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Delegated the Duties of the Assistant Secretary for 

the Office of Planning, Evaluation and Policy Development, U.S. Department of Education 

 Jeroen Backs, Head of Strategic Policy Division, Flemish Department of Education and 

Training, Belgium 

 Daniel Hernández, Academic Development Sectorial Coordinator for Upper Middle Education, 

Secretariat of Public Education, Mexico 

 Anna Ambrose, Director of Education, Swedish National Agency for Education 

18:00 Dinner at The Embassy Row Hotel ((Admiral’s Ballroom) 

12 December 2017  

 

08:00 – 08:55 Breakfast (Admiral’s Ballroom) 

08:55 – 09:00 

Welcome          (Admiral’s Ballroom) 

 Stéphan Vincent-Lancrin, Deputy Head of the Innovation and Measuring Progress Division, 

Senior Analyst and Project Leader, Center for Educational Research and Innovation, OECD, 

France  
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09:00 – 10:30 

Session 7: Immigration and family mobility (Plenary)   (Admiral’s Ballroom) 

Speakers:  

 Nihad Bunar, Professor, Department of Child and Youth Studies, Stockholm University, 

Sweden  

 Gábor Kertesi, Head of the Education Economics Group, Institute of Economics, Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences, Hungary 

 

Facilitator: 

 Stéphan Vincent-Lancrin, Deputy Head of the Innovation and Measuring Progress Division, 

Senior Analyst and Project Leader, Center for Educational Research and Innovation, OECD, 

France 

 

What does research tell us about effective interventions and policies for children from immigrant 

families? What are the different approaches adopted in different countries, and with what success? 

The cases of migrants in Sweden and Roma children in Hungary will be presented to start the 

discussion. 

10:30 – 10:45 Break 

10:45 – 12:15  

Session 8: Income support strategies to reduce inequality (Plenary) (Admiral’s Ballroom) 

Speaker:  

 Greg Duncan, Distinguished Professor, School of Education, University of California, Irvine, 

United States  

Respondents:  

 Davide Azzolini, Researcher, Research Institute for the Evaluation of Public Policies, Italy  

 Arthur Heim, Project Manager, France Strategie, France  

 

Facilitator:  

 Stephen Fraser, Director, International Partnerships, Education Endowment Foundation, United 

Kingdom  

A number of countries are currently experimenting with various income support strategies as a way to 

help children get an even start in life and reach their potential.  Some are aiming for a universal basic 

income while others emphasize guaranteed child support.  In the United States, efforts to promote a 

minimum wage have faltered, but there is bipartisan support for the current policy of an earned income 

tax credit.  Which of these studies have yielded positive outcomes for young people? 

 

12:15 – 13:15 Lunch (Station Kitchen and Cocktails Restaurant, in hotel) 
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13:15 – 14:45 

Session 9: Groundwork for future research and international collaboration (Breakouts)  

        (Admiral’s Ballroom and East Wing) 

 Facilitator:  

 

 Stephen Fraser, Director, International Partnerships, Education Endowment Foundation, United 

Kingdom  

 

For this session, participants will divide into two groups to discuss a future research agenda based on ideas 

presented in the meeting.  One group will focus on exploratory and descriptive studies and the other will 

focus on interventions and evaluations.  Participants will nominate facilitators within their groups.  

Participants will also be asked to document their ideas and feedback, noting promising topics for further 

study.  

14:45-15:15 

Concluding remarks and wrap-up (Plenary)    (Admiral’s Ballroom) 

What are the issues and topics that are most urgent or promising for further study?  What are some next 

steps to consider? 

Facilitator:  

 Thomas Brock, Commissioner, National Center for Education Research 

Delegated the Duties of Director, Institute of Education Sciences, United States  

Speakers:  

 Adam Gamoran, President, William T. Grant Foundation, United States  

 Stephen Fraser, Director, International Partnerships, Education Endowment Foundation, United 

Kingdom 

 Deborah Roseveare, Head of the Innovation and Measuring Progress Division, Directorate for 

Education and Skills, OECD, France 

 Peggy Carr, Acting Commissioner, National Center for Education Statistics, Institute of 

Education Sciences, United States  

15:15 Close  

 


