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Multiculturalism in Finland 

except for old minorities, the Sami, Swedish 

speaking and Roma people Finland has been 

fairly homogeneous country  

 

over 1 million Finns expatriated 

 

 in the 1990’s a large influx of immigrants from 

former Soviet Union, Somalia, Estonia, former 

Yugoslavia, Iran etc. 

 

new challenges in education / teacher education 

 



        Class teacher education 

 Class teachers complete a Master of Education degree  

(5 years, 300 study points/ECTS) 

 

 The main subject is education or educational  

psychology  

 

 The class teachers must complete a multidisciplinary  

minor subject module that consists of subjects and  

cross-curricular issues taught in comprehensive  

school  

 

 Studies in a minor subject, comprising at least 60  

study points, gives the class teacher the qualification  

to teach the subject also in the upper level of comprehensive school 

 



Diversity and teachers intercultural 

competence  

 teachers from mono-culture seldom think about their 

positionality  

culture is an effective conditioning of mind’: personal beliefs 

(tacit knowledge) on teaching have develop very early 

our worldview and the differences are results from history, 

culture, power and ideology (Cochran-Smith 1995; McLaren & Giroux, 1997) 

most teacher of colour have a double consciousness due to 

- discrimination and the status of being outsider 

 leaving the comfort of one’s society for an extended period 

of time helps  to understand what it is to be perceived as 

“the Other”. (Merryfield 2000; Talib & Hosoya 2010)  

 

 

 



Diverse student teachers at the university 

 2002 first students with diverse background were 

accepted for teacher education ( special quota; different 

requirements) 

 Each year until 2008 diverse student teachers were 

accepted into teacher education (10-20 students) 

 Many students were treated as (inferior, different, the 

other etc.) by teaching staff and other students (not all) 

 Challenges: language skills, educational background, 

exclusion– some dropped out 

 Department of teacher education was not ready 



Multicultural teacher education 

 Since 2008 

 20 students/year (120 students totally) 

 Same requirements in entrance exam 

 Additional points given in Finnish as a second language in matriculation 

exam, stay abroad for one or more years 

 Modified curriculum in some courses 

 e.g. Facing the diverse and global society, Student acknowledgement and 

also in some subjects 

 Multicultural Education (25 ECT) or Finnish as a second language (25 

ECT) compulsory  minor credit courses  



Multicultural Education as a Minor Study 

Course 

1.   Finnish culture, society and multiculturalism (4 ECT) 

2. Multicultural research (3 ECT)  

 

3. Teachers intercultural competence (3 ECT) 

 

4. Multicultural school och pre-school  (3 ECT) 

 

5. Language and transcultural communication (4 ECT) 

6.  Religion and worldwiew in encountering different 

cultures (5 ECT) 

7. Art and art subjects in multicultural school and day-

care center  (4 ECT)  

 

 



What about the future? 

1. There will be new degree requirements in 2012 for class 

teacher education and kindergarten teacher education 

2. Multicultural teacher education programs no longer exist 

3. Multicultural education is included in  the studies for all 

students in Bachelor’s  and Master’s level  

 

Problems: 

Is 5-10 ECT enough? What is enough? 

 Teachers educators’ multicultural competence / capital varies 

 

  

 



 

Department of Teacher Education: 

www.helsinki.fi/okl 

 

  Faculty of Behavioural Sciences: 

   www.helsinki.fi/behav/english 

 

University of Helsinki: 

 www.helsinki.fi/university 
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