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Does your country have an estimate of the national market size of e-learning in post-
secondary education? If yes, do you have an estimate of its growth rate over the last
three years?

The following data is derived from a survey conducted in 1998-99 by the National Center
for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education of all 2-year and 4-year
postsecondary (including higher) education institutions (approximately 3,500). Evidence
suggests that distance education is becoming an increasingly visible feature of U.S.
postsecondary education:

•  About one-third of the nation’s 2-year and 4-year postsecondary institutions
offered distance education courses during the 1997-98 academic year, and
another one-fifth of the institutions planned to start offering such courses
within the next 3 years.

•  Distance education was more likely to be conducted by public institutions;
78% of public 4-year institutions and 62 % of public 2-year institutions
offered distance education courses, compared with 19 percent of private 4-
year and 5 % of private 2-year institutions.

•  There were an estimated 1,661,100 enrollments in all distance education
courses, and 1,363,670 enrollments in college-level, credit-granting distance
education courses, with most of these at the undergraduate level.

Has your government launched any larger initiatives in the area of e-learning in post-
secondary education during the last two years? If yes, which?

There are two federal government programs related to distance education, both
administered through the U.S. Department of Education. The first relates to access to
Title IV federal financial aid for students attending accredited institutions of
postsecondary education. The policy currently states that students receiving more than
50% of their degree by distance learning may not have access to federal aid. The second
program is LAAP, Learning Anytime Anywhere Partnerships. The purpose of this
program is to maximize Web-based education.

At the State government level, there is considerable activity. Some examples include:

•  North Dakota –reorganized its institutions to both course-share and degree-
share in its distance education offerings



•  Michigan – developed the Michigan Virtual University, composed of the
entire distance education offerings of all public institutions

•  Florida – the community college system developed a centralized distance
education coordinating body

•  Connecticut – linked its public and private institutions through distance
education

•  Maine, Oregon and Washington – have had a long standing programs of
providing distance education to rural areas

•  Colorado – the community college system has combined its distance
education offerings

•  Kentucky – has created Kentucky Virtual from the participation of its public
institutions

Have universities with or without private partners launched major e-learning
initiatives in post-secondary education during the last two years?

From the U.S. Department of Education study cited above:

•  8% of all 2-year and 4-year postsecondary institutions offered tertiary level
degree or certificate programs that were designed to be completed totally
through distance education; and

•  In 1997-98, 2-year and 4-year postsecondary institutions offered an estimated
1,230 distance education degree programs and 340 distance education
certificate programs.

What are the existing national legislative regulations related to e-learning in post-
secondary education in your country? Does your country have plans for introducing
national regulation of cross-border e-learning initiatives?

The United States does not have in place nor does it have as a goal any legislated
regulations related to regulating e-learning or cross-border e-commerce.

What quality assurance mechanisms are in practice concerning e-learning in post-
secondary education in your country?

U.S. institutional and specialized accrediting bodies have both standards and a process for
assuring the quality of postsecondary electronic learning within or outside of its borders.
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