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Responses of Japan to the Questions
Posed for the Workshops on E-Learning in Post-Secondary Education:

Trends, Issues and Policy Challenges Ahead

June 5, Tuesday 2001
OECD/MEXT Seminar, Tokyo

Does  your country have an estimate of the national market size of e-learning in post-secondary
education? If yes, do you have an estimate of its growth rate over the last three years?

In Japan we have two types of standards of establishment which carry out e-learning in post-
secondary education:

a. Correspondence colleges
b. Campus- based colleges

a) The following data on Correspondence Colleges is derived from an annual national survey
conducted by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology
(MEXT)(Gakko Kihon Chosa (National Education Statistics)).
 Number of institutions offering correspondence courses in 2001

2(3)-year institutions                       10 (2 institutions inside. student-collection-stop )

4-year institutions                            23
post-graduate institutions                  7
Number of enrollments for distance education courses in 2000
2(3)-year institutions               26,622 (33,718 in 1998)
4-year institutions                  175,898 (168,889 in 1998)
post-graduate institutions             747 (368 in 1999)

The numbers of institutions and enrollments in 4-year and post-graduate courses have been
increasing, but those in 2(3)-year courses have reduced.

b) The following data on Campus-based colleges is derived from the National Institute of
Multimedia Education (2000) (Zenkoku Koto-Kyoiku Kikan ni okeru Maruchimedia Riyo Jittai
Chosa (National Survey of Multimedia Utilization in Higher Education Institutions in Japan:
2000))

Number of institutions using the Internet
2(3)-year courses 28.9%
4-year courses 33.5%

Number of institutions planning to introduce on-line education
2(3)-year courses 17.1%
4-year courses 22.6%
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The E-learning market in post-secondary education is estimated as follows in ALIC (2001) (E-
laningu Hakusyo (E-lerning White Paper)).

                22.0 billion yen in 2003
102.5 billion yen in 2005

Has your government launched any larger initiatives in the area of e-learning in post-
secondary education during the last two years? If yes, which?

Since 1995, the Japanese government has been taking initiatives for the Advanced Information
Society. The report entitled ‘Basic Policies for the Promotion of the Advanced Information and
Communications Society’ written by the Headquarters for the Promotion of the Advanced
Information and Communications Society, was the first step of its initiatives.

In  post-secondary education, the University Council has played an important role to facilitate e-
learning. The Council has discussed the issues of the use of multimedia in post-secondary education
and in on-line education for several years and submited some reports as below to MEXT:

Accrediting synchronous two-way distance education (e.g. videoconferencing)
in campus type teaching and learning (December 1997)
Establishing postgraduate distance learning courses (December 1997)
Accrediting asynchronous two-way distance education (e.g. Internet) in campus type
education (November 2000)

Based on these reports, MEXT amended the Standard of Establishment.

Have universities with or without private partners launched major e-learning initiatives in post-
secondary education during the last two years?

123 post-secondary education institutions have installed a communications satellite system, it is
called Space Collaboration System with the National Institute for Multimedia Education as the
Hub, for organising lectures, seminars and academic meetings.

Some other institutions employ their own communications satellite system for distance classes
(eg. Hokkaido Joho University, Tokyo Institute of Technology-Hitotsubashi University).

Some universities provide distance education courses using synchronous techniques with foreign
universities and exchange credits  (eg. Aoyama Gakuin University-carnegie Mellon University,
Kyoto University-UCLA, Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of technology-Stanford University, and
etc.).

Due to the amendment of the Standard in April 2001, some universities provide, or plan to
provide, programs of study over the Internet (eg. University of Human Arts and Sciences in 2001,
University of Shinsyu in 2002, Keio University in 2004 and etc.)

What are the existing national legislative regulations related to e-learning in post-secondary
education in your country?

The standard for campus education has been revised.
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Up to 60 of 124 credits required for graduation could have been accredited through
synchronous two-way distance education (e.g. videoconferencing) since 1999.
Asynchronous two-way distance education (e.g. Internet) could have been employed
since 2001.

The standard for correspondence education has also been revised.
Establishing Master study programme in distance education has been approved since 1998.
Offering all undergraduate and postgraduate courses through e-learning has been approved
since 2001.

Do your country have plans for introducing national regulation of cross-border e-learning
initiatives? In case yes, what are the aim, scope and contents of these regulations?

Have been clearly approving cross-border e-learning since 2001.

What quality assurance mechanisms are in practice concerning e-learning in post-secondary
education in your country?

Securing the adequate quality of distance education in Japan
  On using synchronous and interactive correspondence methods, instructual activities

in the form of giving questions and answers etc. is carried out like interview
instruction.

  On using asynchronous and interactive correspondence methods, instructual activities
in the form of solving questions , correcting student’s answers, giving questions and
answers, etc., is carried out through the use of electronic mails, facsimile, mail, etc.,
and giving questions and answers and suggestions is secured by same method
immediately after every instruction.

  In any case (using correspondence methods), opportunities of university students to
exchange opinions on relevent instruction is secured.

Are there any attempts in your country (institutional/ regional/national/international) of
creating new such mechanisms?

Introducing evaluation by third-party institution in National Institution for Academic Degrees (not
limiting in e-learning).
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