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The aim of the two parallel workshops in Session One at the above mentioned seminar is to
provide an opportunity for deeper analysis and more intense exchange among the participants,
building on the presentations and plenary discussion in the morning.

The overall theme for the two workshops is the same as Session 1 at the seminar: “Trends in e-
learning in post-secondary education”. As well as looking at the general trend of e-learning
policies in various countries, the aim of the workshop is to give a specific focus on legal actions
or systems for acknowledging and regulating cross-border e-learning in post-secondary education.
The outcomes of the workshops will also contribute to the discussion on 6th June on quality
assurances.

The three below mentioned issues will be discussed at the two parallel workshops. Participants
from each country participating at the seminar will be asked to prepare a note of 1-3 pages for the
seminar responding to the issues and themes mentioned below. If more than one participant is
coming from the same country, it is suggested that one common country note is prepared for the
seminar. The country notes will be made available for all participants at the seminar.
Please send the note to Mrs. Mariko Kuroiwa, OECD (E-mail: mariko.kuroiwa@oecd.org) before
1st June, 2001 (Friday). In case this would not be possible, participants are asked to have the note
with them for the seminar in Japan.

a) Scope and trends of e-learning policies in post-secondary education

Do your country have an estimate of the national market size of e-learning in post-secondary
education? If yes, do you have an estimate of its growth rate over the last three years?

Have your government launched any larger initiatives in the area of e-learning in post-secondary
education during the last two years? If yes, which? Have universities with or without private
partners launched major e-learning initiatives in post-secondary education during the last two
years?

b) The legislative framework for e-learning

The legislative framework for e-learning is based on both national and international legislation. At
the international level general rules or agreements concerning e-commerce as for example
consumer protection and private privacy are also of relevance for e-learning activities. The same
is true for intellectual property right and copyright rules. Furthermore, there are international



initiatives as for example by the European Parliament concerning the protection of children of
harmful and violent Internet sites.

What are the existing national legislative regulations related to e-learning in post-secondary
education in your country? Do your country have plans for introducing national regulation of
cross-border e-learning initiatives? In case yes, what are the aim, scope and contents of these
regulations?

c) Quality assurance mechanisms

What quality assurance mechanisms are in practice concerning e-learning in post-secondary
education in your country? Are there any attempts in your country (institutional/
regional/national/international) of creating new such mechanisms? Which of the existing
international attempts to establish an international quality framework in post-secondary education
according to you is the most promising?


