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I will describe some current trends in e-learning at the postsecondary level by focusing on
four themes:

1. The Age of Human Capital and the Demand for Higher Learning

We are at the dawn of what Nobel Laureate Gary Becker calls the Age of Human
Capital.  Most of the wealth of nations and businesses is represented by people, not
by capital equipment or other physical assets.  Education is the most powerful way to
enhance the value of human capital, but access to education is severely limited in
most parts of the world.

2. The Rise of the Internet

The Internet has been adopted more quickly than any other communications
technology, and has unique features as a learning medium.  The Internet therefore is
the one technology that can help deal with the gap between the demand for higher
education and the supply of educational providers.

3. New Interest in Learning and Pedagogy

A renewed interest in the science of learning has improved our ability to create
effective educational programs and services.  Active, problem-based learning is vital.
Working with new pedagogical models enhances power and potential of e-learning.

4. The Necessary Components of Successful E-Learning

The e-learning market is crowded with providers of various kinds of services:
learning management systems, content providers, platform providers, authoring tools
and multi-media software.  None of these by themselves is sufficient for effective e-
learning.  A comprehensive system must involve all of these elements and more.

Cardean University, a subsidiary of UNext, works with some of the world’s leading
universities to create online courses and services in business, management and other
professional areas.  I will show some brief examples of our work to illustrate the
points above and demonstrate our commitment to the highest standards of e-learning.


