
 

Syllabus by Mr. Akira Ikegami 

 

March 26 (Mon) 

  

Tohoku Region was heavily damaged by the earthquake and tsunami occurred on March 11, 

2011 (“Higashi Nihon Daishinsai”). However, our history shows that even though Japan has 

often been suffered from natural disasters, it rises again and again like a phoenix from the 

ashes. One example is the Great Kantō earthquake in 1923. The war damage was also 

enormous. All over Japan including Tokyo, Hiroshima and Sendai was destroyed by the fire. 

But, we have recovered vigorously. Why? What is the secret of it? Through leaning the 

history, we can see the way for the future. Let’s think about this together. 

 

I expect all the students in Tohoku School to actively participate in my workshop. Try to 

make me say “Good question!”. 

 

 

March 27 (Tue)  

 

It is difficult to understand ourselves. We find our strengths and weaknesses when others 

point them out. The same thing can be said for the prefecture you live in.  

Let’s introduce the attractiveness of your home town to others. By doing so, you will start 

thinking about your prefecture. Let’s call it “Tohoku Kenmin Show”, the title you may have 

heard of somewhere else… 

When someone is talking about the attractiveness of his/her home town, some of you may 

feel like talking also about yours. You shall talk about yours as well. Some criticisms may 

arise such as “It’s a bad point of that prefecture” and so on. You will expand your knowledge 

on your prefecture through finding a different point of view of someone from a different 

prefecture. When you argue against such criticisms, you will think more about your 

prefecture. You would gradually be able to see the strengths and weaknesses of your 

prefecture. Let’s think how you can develop the strengths and overcome the weaknesses. 

You might be able to give a good advice for other prefectures. 

 

March 30 (Fri) 

The facilitator will listen to every team’s presentation and will think about good questions to 

ask you. 


