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DRAFT SUMMARY RECORD 

Welcome and Introduction 

1. The second policy forum of the Strength through Diversity project was held on 21-

22 September 2017. Ms. Yuri Belfali (Secretariat) opened the meeting. 

Keynote Presentation 

2. Ms. Neda Forghani-Arani (University of Vienna) gave the keynote presentation on 

“Teachers in diverse societies: challenges, opportunities and policy responses”. The 

keynote discussed ‘the new normal’ of diverse societies and schools, and what it meant for 

teachers to teach in multi-layered spaces of collision, tension and possibility of diverse 

classrooms. The speaker proposed the concept of ‘pedagogical diversity tact’, which could 

help teachers handle the complexity and ambiguity of situations in the classroom. The 

PowerPoint presentation and background paper are available on the project website. 

Overview of “Strength through Diversity” Project 

3. Ms. Francesca Borgonovi (Secretariat) provided an overview of the Strength 

through Diversity project, shared some results of the analyses, and explained the aims and 

agenda of the second policy forum [doc. ref. EDU/EDPC/A(2017)6/REV2 and 

EDU/EDPC/RD(2017)15]. Participants noted the progress of the project. The PowerPoint 

presentation is available on the project website. 

Session 1: Organisational Incentives and Resource Allocation 

4. Ms. Deborah Nusche (Secretariat) presented some findings of the (2017) OECD 

report on the funding of school education, in particular those concerning how funding 

arrangements can promote equity in student outcomes. The PowerPoint presentation is 

available on the project website. Her presentation was followed by small group discussions 

on how teachers can be incentivised to work in disadvantaged schools and how resources 

(both financial and human) could be allocated both across and within schools so that 

immigrant/minority students can overcome disadvantage.  

Session 2: Initial Teacher Training: Evidence and Country Experiences 

5. Ms. Ana-Maria Stan (European Commission) presented some findings from the 

(2017) European Commission study on preparing teachers for diversity, highlighting 

challenges and responses in the context of initial teacher education. Ms. Elisa Briga 

(European Federation for Intercultural Learning) then presented by video link an initiative 

aimed at developing training material for teachers to help them support intercultural 

learning in their classrooms. The PowerPoint presentation and the video are available on 

the project website. Their presentations were followed by small group discussions on what 

https://one.oecd.org/document/EDU/EDPC/A(2017)6/REV2/en/pdf
https://one.oecd.org/document/EDU/EDPC/RD(2017)15/en/pdf
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type of knowledge, attitudes and skills teachers need to be able to navigate diverse 

classrooms.  

Session 3: Professional Development: Evidence and Country Experiences 

6. Mr. Pablo Fraser (Secretariat) presented an international perspective on professional 

development programmes, drawing on evidence from the OECD Teaching and Learning 

International Survey (TALIS). The PowerPoint presentation is available on the project 

website. His presentation was followed by small group discussions around the design of a 

professional development activity that could develop the knowledge, attitudes or skills that 

teachers need to teach in diverse classrooms. 

Session 4: Teacher Diversity: Evidence and Country Experiences 

7. Ms. Ana-Maria Stan (European Commission) presented some findings from the 

(2016) European Commission study on diversity within the teaching profession. Mr. Travis 

Bristol (Boston University), and Mr. Roberto Breeveld (Liemers College) and Mr. Michael 

Breeveld (Dorenweerd College) presented on policies that can help recruit and retain 

teachers with minority/immigrant backgrounds in the United States and in the Netherlands, 

respectively. The PowerPoint presentations are available on the project website. Their 

presentations were followed by a plenary discussion on policies for hiring and retaining 

teachers with a minority/immigrant background, as well as on how these teachers might 

have a positive impact on the academic outcomes and well-being of not only 

immigrant/minority students but also students without an immigrant and minority 

background. 

Session 5: Indicator Development and Evaluation Mechanisms 

8. Ms. Chantal Manes (Standing Conference of International Inspectorates, SICI) 

presented on the work of SICI and highlighted some examples on how the integration of 

diversity is evaluated across countries and regions. Mr. Thomas Radinger (Secretariat) 

presented on using student assessment to promote equity in education and meet the needs of 

diverse students, drawing on the (2013) OECD synthesis report on evaluation and 

assessment. The PowerPoint presentations are available on the project website. Their 

presentations were followed by a plenary discussion on what type of indicators and 

evaluation mechanisms exist or would need to be developed to be able to assess and 

evaluate policies and practices of teaching for diversity.  

Conclusion and Other business 

9. Ms. Francesca Borgonovi (Secretariat) presented the conclusions. In particular: 

 The next meeting will take place in early 2018 in Paris, in collaboration with the 

Global Education Monitoring Report project at UNESCO, and will focus on the 

theme ‘Learning from Data’.  

 Material of meetings and proceedings will be published on the project website after 

consultation among forum participants. 

Optional Session: New Approaches to Economic Challenges (NAEC) seminar 

Mr. Dominik Hangartner (LSE and ETH Zurich) presented his work on the preferences of the European 

public for certain types of asylum-seekers, the support of the public for proportional allocation of asylum-
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seekers across countries and the role of education for promoting values. The seminar was chaired by 

Andreas Schleicher (Secretariat), while Gilles Spielvogel (Secretariat) and Claire Charbit (Secretariat) 

acted as discussants. A link to the video of the seminar is on the proje 


