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Working area 

Doorwerth 

Zevenaar 

 

Both towns a located in the more rural eastern part of the 
Netherlands, near the city Arnhem. 



The Dutch 
education 

system  

Jones And Others, Harris, Gert Biesta (2017) The Dutch Way 
in Education, Teach, Learn and Lead the Dutch Way, Helmond 

 
 



Experience about hiring diverse teachers 

No active policy about hiring 
teachers with a migration 

background. 

Schools are happy if the gaps are 
filled at the start of the schoolyear 

(bigger cities).  

 

In the bigger cities there are more 
teachers with a migration 

background. 



Diversity in the Netherlands 

Jones And Others, Harris, Gert Biesta (2017) The Dutch Way in 
Education, Teach, Learn and Lead the Dutch Way, Helmond 



Where are the teachers with a migration 
background? 

Pupils in the third year of the secondary education classified by education 
programme level and migration background, 2014/15 (in percentages). CBS  

Jones And Others, Harris, Gert Biesta (2017) The Dutch 
Way in Education, Teach, Learn and Lead the Dutch Way, Helmond 



Experience from students (Teachers College) 

 



Experience from students at a teachers 
College 

It can happen during a class that 
there are discussions about 
subjects that are sensitive, 

sometimes even racist reactions 
from fellow students (without 

them even knowing that it hurts 
fellow students). 

In the curriculum it is only a 
small part of there education. 
And not all the teachers at the 
college have the experience to 

teach this subject. (mostly 
teachers with no immigrant 

background). 

Sometimes students don’t say 
their opinion, just to avoid 

discussions in the classroom or 
during their practical part of the 
study.Students think that they 
have to defend themselves.  

Very little support during the 
practical part of the study on 
this topic (teachers who help 
them in the school are also 
teachers with no immigrant 

background). 

Students see opportunities to 
change things (based on the bad 

or good experience that they 
have had) and see opportunities 
to help students learn and be an 

role model for them.  

Sometimes a teacher with an 
immigrant background you have 
to make different choices and by 
that, standing alone (fieldwork). 



Experience from teachers 

Most teachers say they have no 
problems but when they think about 

it, they find things interesting. The 
children don’t behave different. They 

find teachers with a background 
interesting and later just like all 

teachers.   

On the lower levels (vocational) 
there are more problems. With black 
Pete, discrimination and discussing 
topics as migration and the war on 

terror. 

Negative experience in teachers 
College (grading, teaching about 

cultural differences. 

Negative experience from some 
colleagues, jokes and no support, 

very rare. But not in the bigger 
cities.  

Positive the role model from 
teachers par example with a Muslim 

background during the Ramadan. 

All would say they want more 
diverse teachers. There have to be 

more teachers with a background to 
reflect the society. 
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Questions? 

• r.breeveld@liemerscollege.nl 

• m.breeveld@dorenweerd.nl 
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