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National Quality Framework (NQF) 
 

The NQF is outcomes focused and uses the following guiding 

principles: 
 

• The rights and best interests of the child are paramount. 

• Children are successful, competent and capable learners.  

• Equity, inclusion and diversity underpin the framework. 

• Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures 

are valued. 

• The role of parents and families is respected and 

supported. 

• Best practice is expected in the provision of education and 

care services. 



An outcomes based approach 
 

• All areas of the NQF are outcomes based. 

• The supporting legal framework, regulations and standards all 

use outcomes based language enabling services to determine 

the best process to reach that outcome. 

• The National Quality Standard (NQS) sets a national 

benchmark for ECEC services. It includes 7 Quality Areas - 

each quality area describes the outcomes that contribute to 

quality ECEC.  

• Learning frameworks enabling consideration of each child’s 

needs, are a key feature of the outcome based approach. 



Early Years Learning Framework 
 

• Recognises that children learn from birth and outlines 

practices to support and promote children’s learning. 

• All services are required to provide an educational 

program that is based on the EYLF, which considers the 

developmental needs, interests and experiences of each 

child and takes into account the individual differences of 

each child. 

• Services must conduct ongoing assessments of each 

child through the educational programs.  
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Implications for change 
• Moved from a prescriptive to outcomes based system 

• Requires a cultural shift for services, educators and 

regulatory authorities 

• Services must move from a system of being told what to 

do to a system focussed on what outcomes to achieve. 

• Regulatory authorities must change thinking to 

understand that differences in approaches and practices 

within services can still give high quality if they achieve 

the desired outcomes. 



 

 

Questions and discussion 


