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Short Bios of Presenters and Facilitators 
Fourth Policy Forum (31 May -1 June 2018) 

 
Chantal Beaulieu is Executive Director of the 
Council of Ministers of Education, Canada 
(CMEC). CMEC is composed of the 23 
provincial and territorial ministers who have 
responsibility for education and 
postsecondary education in Canada. The 
Council provides the ministers with a forum to 
discuss policy issues, a mechanism through 
which to carry out education projects, and 
means through which to represent Canada’s 
education interests internationally. Chantal 
was previously Assistant Deputy Minister, 
Services to Anglophones, Aboriginals, and 
Cultural Communities, of the Quebec 
Ministère de l’Éducation, de l’Enseignement 
supérieur et de la Recherche. A lawyer by 
training, with a specialisation in employment 
and education law, Chantal was in private 
practice until 1999, when she was appointed 
Director of Legal Services at the English 
Montreal School Board. She later moved to 
the Eastern Townships School Board, where 
she successively held the positions of 
Secretary General and Director of Labour 
Relations, Assistant Director General, and 
Director General. Chantal holds a Bachelor’s 
of Law (LL.B.) and a Master’s degree in Public 
Administration. 

Veronica Boix Mansilla is Lecturer in 
Education and Senior Principal Investigator at 
Project Zero, Harvard Graduate School of 
Education, where she co-founded the Future 
of Learning Institute. She directs a multi-year 
research initiative that examines the 
conditions enabling individuals to develop 
global competence—understand and act on 
issues of global and cultural significance 
(migration, globalization, climate change) 
through quality disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary work. Rooted in cognitive and 
social psychology, her work draws on 
epistemology, pedagogy and cultural 
sociology to advance research-based useable 
frameworks able to transform educational 
policy and practice. She co-developed the 
OECD-PISA framework on Global Competence 

2018, informed the US Department of 
Education International Education Strategy 
2013, and the Argentinean Ministry of 
Education Secundaria 2030 reform.  
Veronica’s most current research focuses on 
how teachers across contexts develop their 
capacity to educate for global competence 
with quality. She is currently working with 
Reimagine Migration and UCLA, the 
International Baccalaureate, the DC Public 
Schools in Washington, the National Gallery of 
Art and the Smithsonian Institution, as well as 
teachers in the US and Japan.  She is the 
author of multiple papers and books including 
Teaching for Interdisciplinary Understanding 
in the International Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Programme (2010); Educating for Global 
Competence: Preparing Our Youth to Engage 
the World (2011) with Tony Jackson. 

Francesca Borgonovi is a Senior Analyst at the 
OECD. Prior to working on the Strength 
through Diversity project, she was responsible 
for data analysis and analytical work in the 
PISA and the PIAAC teams with a particular 
focus on: gender and socio-economic 
disparities in academic achievement; 
outcomes of migrant and language minority 
students; and student engagement and 
motivation. Her recent publications include 
The ABC of Gender Equality in Education: 
Aptitude, Behaviour, Confidence and 
Immigrant Students at School - Easing the 
Journey Towards Integration. Francesca has 
been Adjunct Professor at the Paris School of 
International Affairs at Sciences Po and held 
visiting positions at the Goldman School of 
Public Policy at the University of California, 
Berkeley and the London School of 
Economics. 

Lucie Cerna is an Analyst in the Directorate for 
Education and Skills, OECD, Paris and a 
Research Associate at the Centre for 
Migration, Policy and Society (COMPAS), 
Oxford. At the OECD, she has worked on a 
variety of education topics, including the 
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governance of education, trust, national skills 
strategies and currently the Strength through 
Diversity project. Prior to coming to the OECD, 
she was a Lecturer in Politics at Merton 
College, University of Oxford, and an Assistant 
Professor in Global Challenges (Political 
Economy) at Leiden University, the 
Netherlands. Lucie has published widely on 
migration issues – her most recent book is 
Immigration Policies and the Global 
Competition for Talent (Palgrave Macmillan, 
2016). 

Benedicta Egbo is a Professor of education at 
the University of Windsor, Windsor, Ontario, 
Canada. She teaches in the pre-service and 
graduate programmes. Her research interests 
are interdisciplinary and include diversity and 
education, minority education, social justice, 
multiculturalism, multicultural education, 
language and education, teacher education, 
and educational policy and leadership. She 
has published widely in these areas including 
her new book Teaching for Diversity in 
Canadian Schools, 2nd Edition, (Toronto: 
Pearson Education, 2019) which provides a 
critical framework for empowering diverse 
learners in Canada’s increasingly 
demographically heterogeneous schools. She 
is a former Director of the Joint PhD in 
Educational Studies Programme which is 
jointly offered by a consortium of three 
Canadian universities. She is the Founding 
Editor of the Journal of Teaching and Learning 
(JTL), and a member of several professional 
associations and organizations.  Benedicta has 
received awards and recognitions for her 
research and work in education in Canada and 
internationally. 

Angelica Galante is completing her PhD in 
Languages and Literacies Education at the 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at 
the University of Toronto and joining 
Concordia University as an Assistant Professor 
in Applied Linguistics in August, 2018. Her 
research interests are plurilingual instruction 
in English language education, plurilingual and 
pluricultural competence, and innovative 
pedagogical approaches in language 
education. Her work has received several 

awards from internationally recognized 
institutions, including The International 
Research Foundation (TIRF) for English 
language education and Multilingual Matters 
at the American Association of Applied 
Linguistics. Originally from Brazil, Angelica was 
an international student in Canada before 
becoming a permanent resident. With over 20 
years of teaching experience, she has taught 
language skills to refugees, newcomers, 
international students, and graduate 
students. Currently, she works as a teacher 
educator and as a researcher in 
plurilingualism and pluriculturalism (see 
www.breakingtheinvisiblewall.com).  

Roberto Gauvin is the principal of the «Centre 
d’apprentissage of Haut-Madawaska 
(CAHM)« , a K-8 francophone school located 
at Clair in New Brunswick. He holds a 
baccalaureate in secondary education (major 
in mathematics and minor in physics) from 
the University of Moncton, a post-
baccalaureate and a master’s degree in school 
administration from the University of 
Manitoba. He started out his career as French 
immersion teachers. Since 2000, he has been 
the principal of the CAHM. Roberto is the 
recipient of the “IT Community Hero Award” 
from Industry Canada. He has participated in 
numerous projects with his school which is 
part of the Innovative school network of 
Industry Canada. Roberto has presented 
CAHM projects in several countries and has 
received the “Microsoft Innovative Teacher 
Award » and the International Paul Gérin-
Lajoie – School Entrepreneur. In 2018, the 
CAHM was the first school in the world to 
receive the « Quasar » level from the 
international organisation of conscious 
entrepreneurial community schools and from 
Idea Entrepreneurial Education.  Roberto is 
one of the main organizers of Clair2018 , an 
international conference around the use of 
Web 2.0 tools to enhance classroom 
education and to discuss good strategies. 

 

 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/url?k=bd5333cdf156aa84.bd5333cd-9780da4e9adb195c&u=http://www.breakingtheinvisiblewall.com
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Stefaan Hermans is since May 2017 Director 
of Policy Strategy and Evaluation in the 
Directorate-General for Education, Youth, 
Sport and Culture at the European 
Commission. He was Head of Cabinet of the 
Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs, 
Skills and Labour Mobility Marianne Thyssen 
in the Juncker Commission. Previous posts 
include Head of the ‘Universities and 
Researchers’, ‘Skills’, and ‘Reflective Societies’ 
Units in DG Research and Innovation, and 
Secretary of the Employment Committee of 
the European Union. He also lectures on EU 
Affairs at the KU Leuven. 
 
Brian Kenny is the Minister of Education and 
Early Childhood Development, and the 
Minister responsible for Official Languages. 
He was first elected to the Legislative 
Assembly of New Brunswick in 2003 as the 
Liberal MLA representing Bathurst. Mr. Kenny 
was re-elected to the 56th Legislature in the 
provincial election held September 18, 2006, 
and was appointed Deputy Speaker. In 2008, 
he was appointed Minister of State for Seniors 
and Minister Responsible for the Community 
Non-Profit Organizations Secretariat. In 2010, 
he was appointed Minister of Tourism and 
Parks. He was re-elected to the 57th 
Legislature in the provincial election held 
September 27, 2010. Mr. Kenny was re-
elected to the 58th Legislature on September 
22, 2014, as the MLA representing the riding 
of Bathurst West-Beresford. On October 7, 
2014, he was appointed Minister of 
Environment and Local Government. He was 
appointed to the Jobs Board and the 
Legislative Instruments and Regulations 
Board. 
 
Matthew McGuire is an acclaimed global 
educator and PhD candidate in the Faculty of 
Education at the University of New Brunswick. 
His area of research is rooted in media 
ecology, examining the interrelations of digital 
media and youth in the unique New 
Brunswick landscape. Currently, Matthew is 
leading the development and implementation 
of a digital literacy framework for the 
province of New Brunswick. He also serves as 
a part-time professor of Music and 

Technology in Education at UNB. These are 
the types of endeavors, combined with 
Matthew’s ability to create authentic learning 
spaces where youth are empowered to 
harness and enhance their own learning, that 
have earned him national recognition in 
Canada. He is the recipient of the 2011 
Minister’s Excellence in Teaching Award and 
the 2012 Prime Minister’s Excellence in 
Teaching Certificate.  
 
John McLaughlin is Deputy Minister of New 
Brunswick’s Department of Education and 
Early Childhood Development (Anglophone 
Sector). He is also President and CEO of 
Atlantic Education International, a 
government agency that oversees, plans for 
and directs international education 
opportunities and programmes for the 
Province of New Brunswick.  Over the course 
of his career, he has also been a teacher, 
Director of Education, Superintendent of 
Schools, and Assistant Deputy Minister.  He 
holds his Masters of Education and Bachelor 
of Education degrees from the University of 
New Brunswick, and his Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of Waterloo. His 
areas of professional interest include literacy 
education, indigenous education, 
international education, personalised learning 
and global citizenship. He currently represents 
CMEC on two OECD committees, the Centre 
for Educational Research and Innovation, and 
the Education Policy Committee (EDPC), on 
which he serves as a member of the governing 
bureau. He is also the chair of the Board of 
Atlantic Education International, and a 
member of the boards of Atlantic Provinces 
Special Education Authority and New 
Brunswick Elementary Literacy Foundation. 
 
Tammy Strong works with the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development 
in New Brunswick, Canada as the Coordinator 
of Diversity & Respect.  Her dossier includes 
Newcomer learners, LGBTQ inclusive 
education, school mental health, crisis 
response, as well as violent threat risk 
assessment.  In addition, Tammy is an adjunct 
professor at the University of New Brunswick 
in the School of Graduate Studies.  
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Walter Paul’s spirit name is Oposenta.  He is 
from Sitansisk (St. Mary’s First Nation).  
Wolastoqey is his mother tongue and he has a 
strong passion for preserving/revitalising the 
Wolastoqey language. He graduated with B.A. 
(STU), BEd (STU) and M.Ed (UNB) degrees and 
has been working in the Education field for 
approximately 35 years as a Guidance 
Counsellor, Educator, Curriculum/Resource 
Developer, Principal and Presenter (Truth & 
Reconciliation Presentations). Walter has also 
written three children’s storybooks in 
Wolastoqey/English. He has been an advocate 
and leader in developing not only the 
Wolastoqey Language Curriculum, both face 
to face and online for public schools, but has 
opened his house to work with language 
teachers on developing resources to support 
curriculum. Walter has also shared his vast 
knowledge of Wolastoqey history, culture and 
perspectives to educators across New 
Brunswick, including district and the 
Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development staff. He also spends much time 
reviewing material developed by EECD for 
public schools ensuring Wolastoqey culture is 
represented in an authentic and accurate 
way.  
 
Marcelo M. Suárez-Orozco, the inaugural 
UCLA Wasserman Dean, leads two academic 
departments, sixteen nationally renowned 
research institutes, and three innovative 
demonstration schools at UCLA’s Graduate 
School of Education & Information Studies. 
His research focuses on cultural psychology 
and psychological anthropology, with an 
emphasis on migration, globalization, and 
education. His research has been funded by 
the National Science Foundation, the Spencer 
Foundation, the W.T. Grant Foundation, 
Carnegie, Mellon, Rockefeller as well as 
multiple anonymous philanthropists.  His 
award-winning books have been published by 
Harvard University Press, Stanford University 
Press, University of California Press, 
Cambridge University Press, New York 
University Press, and others. His scholarly 
papers, in a range of disciplines and 
languages, appear in top-ranking journals and 
he regularly contributes to national and 

international media outlets. A member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
Governance and Trust Board, the National 
Academy of Education, Trustee of the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching, and recipient of Mexican Order of 
the Aztec Eagle, Dean Suárez-Orozco served 
as Special Advisor to the Chief Prosecutor, The 
International Criminal Court, The Hague, The 
Netherlands. At Harvard, he served as the 
Victor S. Thomas Professor of Education, Co-
Founder and Co-Director of the Harvard 
Immigration Project, and founding Member of 
the Executive Committee of the David 
Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies. 
At NYU he served as the inaugural Courtney 
Sale Ross University Professor of Globalization 
and Education. Dean Suárez-Orozco has held 
fellowships at Stanford's Center for Advanced 
Study and Princeton's Institute for Advanced 
Study. He has been Visiting Professor at 
numerous world-class universities and has 
lectured at the German Foreign Office, the 
Mexican Foreign Office, the Spanish Foreign 
Office, The Vatican, US Congress, the UN, the 
World Economic Forum, Federal Reserve 
Bank, and the G-20, and others. An immigrant 
from Argentina, the Dean is a product of the 
'California Master' plan having studied in 
Community College and at the UC Berkeley 
where he received his PhD (Anthropology) in 
1986. In 2018 the Holy Father Pope Francis 
appointed Dean Suárez-Orozco to the 
Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences.  
 
Swedish National Agency for Education 
Ingalill Hägglund is Head of unit and Camilla 
Holmberg and Maria Schwartz are Directors 
of Education at the Swedish National Agency 
for Education, at the unit for Learning of 
newly arrived students. The unit carries out 
systematic efforts to strengthen school 
providers’ and principals’ ability to offer an 
equitable education of high quality aimed at 
improving the conditions for good learning 
outcomes for newly arrived students and 
children. The Swedish National Agency for 
Education offers both general support and 
targeted actions. 
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Kathy Whynot is the Learning Specialist for 
English as an Additional Language (EAL) and 
Newcomer Children and Youth at the 
Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development in New Brunswick. She has 
many years of experience working with new 
Canadians, including teaching at the 
Multicultural Association of Fredericton, the 
English Language Program at the University of 
New Brunswick (UNB), Fredericton High 
School, and at a private school for adults in 
Toronto. She is a certified public school 
teacher, with a certificate in Teaching English 
as a Second Language from UNB, and is 
currently completing a Masters of Education 
in Curriculum, with a focus on EAL.  
 
Stacey Wilson-Forsberg is an Associate 
Professor in the Human Rights Human 
Diversity program at Wilfrid Laurier University 
(Waterloo and Brantford Ontario). Stacey’s 
research broadly focuses on Immigration and 
multiculturalism. She is especially interested 
in the experiences of immigrant youth in 
schools and smaller communities, migrants 
with precarious immigration status in Canada, 
the United States, and Mexico, and the 
development of intercultural competence in 
university students. Her ongoing research 
includes a qualitative study of the challenges 
and opportunities faced by African refugee 
youth when attempting to access 
postsecondary education in Canada, and a 
study of asylum seekers waiting in temporary 
shelters in Mexico. Recent publications 
include a textbook published by Oxford 
University Press called Immigrant Youth in 
Canada: Theoretical Approaches, Practical 

Issues, and Professional Perspectives. She is 
completed her PhD at the University of New 
Brunswick. 
 
Letitia Zwickert is a full-time high school 
social studies teacher. She holds an MA in 
International Relations and a MAED in 
Secondary Education. Letitia worked in the 
European Parliament on defense and security 
issues, and at Harvard University on an EU 
grant. She is the first K-12 educator to receive 
a Fulbright-Schuman Scholar award, which 
gave her the opportunity to carry out research 
and policy work on best practices in education 
for underserved and refugee youth in Europe, 
in 2016. Letitia is also a current Fulbright 
Specialist in Education for 2017-2020. Her 
volunteer work as an Education Advisor for 
the International Outreach Council for the 
University of Illinois supports educators 
throughout the state, and helps bridge the 
gap between k-12 and higher education. 
Letitia is a Transatlantic Core Group Fellow, 
with the Chicago Council on Global Affairs and 
the BMW Foundation, and contributed to the 
development of a Connected Cities 
programme between the US and Germany to 
foster civil society networks and focus on 
those who are unconnected or 
underrepresented. Letitia writes for Education 
Week’s Global Ed blog so she may help 
educators advance the K-12 teaching 
profession. She is co-founder and CEO of 
MENTEE, a Chicago-based non-profit that 
provides immigrant, refugee and low-income 
high school students with exposure and 
support through cross-neighbourhood 
cohorts, mentorship and work experiences.  

 


