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Encouraging Quality in  

Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) 

SELF-REFLECTION: CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS, STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES 

This sheet has been prepared based on international trends and is designed to facilitate 
reflection on where your country stands. 

The aim is to raise awareness about new issues and identify areas where changes could be 
made; the aim is not to give marks on practices. Please reflect on the current state of play by 
circling a number on the scale from 1-5. 

Alignment  Not at all        Very well 

1.   The curriculum is designed so that it is aligned with the 
overall ECEC goals. 

1 2 3 4 5 

2.   The curriculum is aligned with school curriculum to manage 
smooth transition from ECEC to compulsory school.  

1 2 3 4 5 

3.  The curriculum is aligned with assessment and monitoring, 
such as for child outcomes or the quality of services. 

1 2 3 4 5 

4.  The changes in the curriculum are aligned with the contents 
of the pre-service education for new graduates and on-
going professional development for managers and 
practitioners for effective implementation. 

1 2 3 4 5 

5.  Curriculum implementation is aligned with regulatory 
requirements and funding arrangements. 

1 2 3 4 5 

Goals, scope and contents Not at all        Very well 

6.   Curriculum goals and guiding principles are clearly set out. 1 2 3 4 5 

7.   The scope of the age group for the curriculum is 
appropriately defined in your country’s contexts.  

1 2 3 4 5 

8.   The content coverage of the curriculum is appropriately 
designed, consistent with parental expectations and societal 
future needs. 

1 2 3 4 5 
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9.   The new/revised curriculum was developed in a participatory 
manner, taking into account the views of stakeholders (e.g., 
practitioners, schools, private, voluntary and independent 
providers, academics, parents, local levels of government). 

1 2 3 4 5 

10. There are opportunities for extra-curricular activities to 
complement what the curriculum does not cover.  

1 2 3 4 5 

11. The curriculum is being used to promote an even level of 
quality across different types of provision. 

1 2 3 4 5 

12. The curriculum is being used to guide and support 
professional staff in their practice. 

1 2 3 4 5 

13. The curriculum is being used to facilitate communication 
between staff, parents and children.  

1 2 3 4 5 

Training and staff support Not at all        Very well 

14. The curriculum strikes an appropriate balance between 
giving concrete direction and specifics versus allowing 
space for staff initiative and local innovation. 

1 2 3 4 5 

15. The curriculum is accompanied with useful materials for 
practitioners (e.g., assessment toolkits, toys and books, 
other classroom materials). 

1 2 3 4 5 

16. Specific training and support needs of practitioners 
(including managers and leaders) have been clearly 
identified. 

1 2 3 4 5 

17. The training is designed to ensure relevance and practicality 
regarding:  

a) contents and pedagogy  

1 2 3 4 5 

       b) style and provision (e.g., seminars, workshops, on-site 
coaching). 

1 2 3 4 5 

c) training approach (e.g., cascading approach or train-the-
trainer by practitioners, ECEC educators, government 
officers). 

1 2 3 4 5 

18. Besides training and support materials, managers and 
practitioners have access to additional support (e.g., 
telephone hotline/website, on-demand training). 

1 2 3 4 5 
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Implementation Not at all        Very well 

19. Stakeholder buy-in has been established for the new/revised 
curriculum. 

1 2 3 4 5 

20. Key elements of the curriculum and its implementation have 
been pilot-tested. 

1 2 3 4 5 

21. The implementation plan presents clear and specific actions, 
a realistic timeframe and incorporates the key stakeholders. 

1 2 3 4 5 

22. The language describing the curriculum is accessible to 
policy makers, practitioners, parents, etc.  

1 2 3 4 5 

23. Multi-level governance and decentralised aspects of ECEC 
services have been taken into account. 

1 2 3 4 5 

Monitoring, evaluation and quality assurance Not at all        Very well 

24. The purpose of monitoring curriculum implementation is 
clearly defined, and the results of monitoring have been 
used to meet the purpose. 

1 2 3 4 5 

25. Targets, approaches and instruments of monitoring have 
been carefully selected. Monitoring of curriculum 
implementation is embedded into the existing 
arrangements, if applicable.  

1 2 3 4 5 

 

 

 


